
Sermon Notes 

 Series: Changed for Good                    Sermon:  A Second Chance 

Luke 17:11-19 

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee. As he 

entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, “Jesus, 

Master, have mercy on us!” When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the 

priests.” And as they went, they were made clean. Then one of them, when he saw that he was 

healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked 

him. And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, 

where are they? Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except this foreign-

er?” Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.”  

 

Monday: Read Psalm 111 
God is described as "awesome" in verse 9, and the faithful response is to "fear the Lord." In our 
modern culture we tend to associate "fear" with something scary, something we want to get away 
from, or something we think will harm us. Yet we read in verse 10 that "the fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom." Thus, we know that "the fear of the Lord" is a good thing; it is a positive as-
pect of our faith. The word "fear" (yara') appears in the Hebrew Bible as a synonym for "love," 
"cling to," and "serve." Yara’ is more about feelings of awesomeness and being in the presence of the 
holy with cautious reverence than it is about the sweaty-palmed, shaking, gasping for breath kind of 
fear we often experience. When we enter into a relationship with God it is a high calling. It is a dan-
gerous, a reverent, a fearful relationship. Does God’s awesome presence lead you to “fear the Lord?” 
Is it dangerous in that you are called into a new way of living? What might that look like in your life? 
  

Prayer: May your awesome presence change my life that I might love, cling to, and serve you, O God. Amen.  
  



Tuesday: Read Deuteronomy 8:10-18 
As the slaves fled the tyranny of Pharaoh, God fought for them because they could not fight for them-
selves. But as they settled into this new land, the further they were from Egyptian tyranny, the less 
they thought they needed God. The more self-sufficient they became, the more they forgot about the 
role of God in their safety, security, and salvation. They could almost remember that it was their great 
army that had defeated Pharaoh - that they had conquered the walls of Jericho - that they had earned a 
right to the land and could handle their own destiny. It was to this kind of dangerous self-sufficiency 
that the warning of Deuteronomy is addressed. The writer of Deuteronomy saw that Israel owed her 
existence, not to her power or skill or righteousness, but solely to the grace and power of God work-
ing in the lives of the people. And he reminds us never to forget that it is not by our power and our 
strength that we exist as servants of God, but by God’s grace extended to us. Have you ever had the 
tendency to feel self-sufficient? When have you realized that you have gained blessings, safety, salva-
tion only through God at work in your life? How does that recognition change the way you live? 
 

Prayer: Thank you for your work in my life. May I give all the praise to you. Amen.  
 

Wednesday: Read Mark 5: 1-20  
When we read this story, our tendency is to focus on the exorcism, the liberation of the man Jesus set 
free. But there is more going on here. Dr. William Self asserts that Jesus is not only a healer but also a 
disturber. He disturbs the comfort of the community. When the swine herders informed the people 
that they were now bankrupt, they rushed out to see what had happened. Upon assessing the damage, 
they were disturbed. They saw the dead swine, not the healed man. They valued pigs more than peo-
ple. The people would have received Jesus gladly if he had come and simply legitimatized their own 
existence. They would have accepted him if he had consented to become the private chaplain to their 
values rather than the values of God. Jesus’ disturbing actions called their values into question. But 
Jesus disturbed with love and grace. He did not hate the citizens; he loved them and sought to heal 
them, for they, too, needed to be liberated from their own demons. The tragedy was that they chose 
pigs over Jesus. Are there times when we have tried to make Christ the captive of our way of life, our 
own customs, our prejudices? Jesus still disturbs our values and calls us to live in his values. From 
what demons do you need to be liberated? What would living the values of Jesus require of you?  
 

Prayer: Eternal God, give us the courage to accept your grace and the changes that it makes in our lives. Amen.  
 

Thursday: Read Ephesians 2:1-10 
Thomas Lynch is an author and the undertaker in the town of Milford, Michigan. He knows a thing or 
two about dead people: the dead can’t do anything for themselves. Spiritually speaking, that’s Paul’s 
assessment of anyone’s life outside of Christ. You were dead. And the dead can’t do anything for 
themselves. It is by grace you were saved. This is not your own doing. It is by grace and all you could 
do was receive what God had to give to you. It’s not about doing, but only about receiving. And yet, 
before Ephesians 2 is finished, Paul talks about good works. After grace has arrived, there is some 
stuff to do. But why is that not like hopping back onto some moral treadmill trying to please God 
with what we do? Because we need to distinguish between saying “Please” and saying “Thank 

You.” The Christian life is how we say “Thank You,” how we show that we understand that it’s all a 
gift. In Greek “charis” means grace and “eucharis” means thanksgiving. In English the word “grace” is 
related to the word “gratis,” which means something that is free, and from that it’s a quick jump from 
“gratis” to “gratitude.” Our lives are one big overflow of grace-i-tude, of God’s grace spilling out and 
enabling us to accomplish everything we do. What we do, how we live, and what we accomplish mat-
ter but only because they flow out of God’s grace. Take away grace, and we’re still dead no matter 
how busy and alive we seem to be from the outside looking in. Throw grace into the mix and we are 
alive in a way that means we can never be dead again. How has God’s grace restored your life? In 
what ways does your life overflow with grace-i-tude?  
 

Prayer: Lord, may my work be an outpouring of gratitude for the grace I have received. Amen.  
 

Friday: Read John 11: 1-44 
My English teacher used to say, “Verbs are what move a story but good verbs invite us into the story.” 
Verbs create space for us not just to watch but to participate in what is happening. In reading the rais-
ing of Lazarus one particular verb at the end calls us to participate in the story - "Unbind 
him" (11:44). While this scene is God's, it is not God's alone. Though restoration and redemption are 
God's work, we also are given a role to play. In responding to Jesus’ instruction to “unbind” we are 
drawn into God's redemptive work and made God's partners in ministry. Though Lazarus is given a 
second chance at life by Jesus, that second chance is also ours to share in, ours to take care of. Do you 
see yourself as God’s partner in ministry? What would it be like to imagine that through your work 
God is still commanding you to unbind, set free, release, and renew?  
 

Prayer: Bring me into your holy work, O God, and strengthen me to partner with you in all that brings life. Amen.  
 

Saturday: Read John 5:1-9 
Jesus is in Jerusalem and he goes by the Pool of Bethesda. Legend said that on occasion an angel would 
trouble the waters of the pool and the first person in would be healed. Jesus asks this man lying over 
to one side, “Do you want to be made whole?” “No thanks, I think I’ll just stay here on my pallet and 
wait for the waters to ripple. I’ve been here 38 years and I know what to expect. True, I’m probably 
not going to get better, but I’ve gotten used to being here, so thanks all the same, Jesus, but I’ll just 
lie here.” Do we fear the cure more than the illness? William Sloane Coffin said that if it is hell to be 
guilty, it’s certainly scarier to be responsible – response-able – able to respond to God’s call, able to 
respond to the word and love of Jesus. When we stop making excuses – “I can’t get to the water Je-
sus; there’s always someone else who gets there first” – and start being responsible then our legs are 
strong enough for us to walk beside others who are in pain and need help. Our arms are empowered 
to embrace our enemies and the outcasts. We walk forward to new life in Jesus Christ and go to work 
serving, healing, hoping, and living a life of joy and fullness. Have you ever found yourself making 
excuses instead of being response-able to Jesus’ call in your life? What do you think the response to 
being made whole looks like? How might it change your life?  
 

Prayer: Yes, Lord, I want to be made whole. Strengthen me to respond to your grace. Amen.  


