
 

Sermon Notes 

 

 

Sermon: Go Forth 

 
 
 
 

Genesis 12:1-9 
Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, 
and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and 
the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five 
years old when he departed from Haran. Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, 
and all the possessions that they had gathered, and the persons whom they had acquired in 
Haran; and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. When they had come to the land of Ca-
naan, Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that 
time the Canaanites were in the land. Then the Lord appeared to Abram, and said, “To your 
offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to 
him. From there he moved on to the hill country on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, 
with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and there he built an altar to the Lord and invoked 
the name of the Lord. And Abram journeyed on by stages toward the Negeb. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Monday: Read Genesis 17:15-17, 18:1-15 
What happens when our dreams for our family, work, or the difference we’ll make die? Most of us 
pack those dreams away and get on with our lives. We settle for making the best of it. Abram and 
Sarai have done that. It certainly wasn’t what Sarai and he had hoped for. But they’d made the best of 
their infertility. Yet, as Sarai and he are getting on with their lives, God again appears to Abram. Do 
you wonder if Abram said to himself, “Well, here we go again”?  Because that’s too often what we do 
when God’s promises just seem too extravagant. We laugh because God’s calling just seems too big. 
We tailor our expectations to reality. What might happen if we claimed the bigness of God’s calling 
for us? How might we, as a congregation, embrace God’s vision for us and for our community?  
 

Prayer: God, help us to live our calling as your children, even when the dream seems too big.  Amen. 
 
Tuesday: Read Jonah 1:1-3:2  
Poor Jonah. He often stands as an example of one running away from his work, his calling. I’ve heard 
Jonah used as an illustration of punishment for not following God: “You know what happens to those 
who deny God’s calling on their lives? They get thrown overboard and swallowed up.” But this inter-
pretation ignores God’s persistence in affirming and reaffirming Jonah’s calling to do God’s work. 
Jonah is not merely swallowed up. He is saved and lands safely on shore where God reminds him of 
the work he is intended to do. Sometimes the work we are called to do seems too daunting, too 
hard, too overwhelming. Sometimes we pray, “Why can’t you send someone else, Lord?” Sometimes 
we doubt we have what it takes to do God’s work. For me, Jonah stands as an assurance that God 
will repeatedly commission us to work on God’s behalf. Have you ever found yourself running from 
something you knew God was calling you to do? How has God continued to commission your work?  
 

Prayer: Continue to commission me to do your work, O God. Amen.  
 
Wednesday: Read Psalm 90  
Rolf Jacobson affirms, “This psalm is a prayer. And as such, it is a theological plea written in the key 
of hope.” The witness of the psalm is that for mortals to find true hope for today and true strength 
for tomorrow, they can only turn to the eternal Lord. Read the closing verse again. The doubly re-
peated closing plea to "prosper for us the work of our hands--O prosper the work of our hands" is 
not just a plea, but a promise. The promise is that the work done by our hands here on earth can 
make a lasting difference when God blesses it. That isn't a bad prayer with which to start every day! 
Do you feel God’s blessing on the work of your hands? How might starting each day with a prayer 
such as this help you recognize God’s blessing on your daily work?  
 

Prayer: Let your favor be upon me and prosper for me the work of my hands, O God. Amen.  
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Thursday: Read James 1:17-27  
The author of James is aware that people sometimes confine their understanding of faith to a simple 
series of truth claims--something limited to their heads or their words. For James, this is inadequate. 
People might say they believe one thing and yet do something completely different. Therefore, James 
insists that true faith is whatever is actually lived out in your life. James says those who hear but don’t 
act are like people who look in a mirror but quickly forget what they look like. Sandra Hask Polaski 
writes about James’ mirror practice, “Presumably the point of looking into a mirror is to tell us 
something about ourselves - our hair needs combing - that we remember at least long enough to ad-
dress the issue. Who checks her hair in a mirror and then forgets to comb it? But the one who hears 
without doing, James implies, has moral dementia - a kind of deep forgetfulness that leaves the reli-
gious self unable to function fully.” What kinds of faithful actions does James suggest come from our 
hearing the word? How is what you do a reflection of who God created you to be?  
 

Prayer: God, make me a doer of your word. Amen.  
 
Friday: Read Matthew 4:18-22  
I love the call of the disciples because it affirms that Jesus calls ordinary people who have ordinary 
lives to do extraordinary work! A friend and I were having a conversation about vocation and calling 
one day. I was surprised to hear her say that, though she had a significant leadership role in a large, 
religious non-profit organization, she didn’t think God had called her. “I’m not a minister. God calls 
preachers, I’m just an ordinary person.” In the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) we understand 
ministry to be everyone’s calling. We proclaim the Priesthood of all believers. Some Disciples con-
gregations even proclaim “Every member is a minister” on their bulletins. We may all be ordinary 
people who have ordinary lives, yet God calls us to the ministry of discipleship: to use our lives, and 
our work, to bring healing and wholeness in our broken world. Have you ever considered that God 
has a calling for your life? In what ways do you think God is calling you to ministry? What would it 
sound like to insert your occupation into Jesus’ call (I will make you teach for people, I will make 
you a banker for people, I will make you a builder of people)?  
 

Prayer: Lord, may I answer the call to be a part of your extraordinary ministry. Amen.  
 
Saturday: Read Joel 2:28-29 
As we prepare to share and dream and even see visions for the future of First Christian Church at the 
Vision Summit, we offer this prayer as many voices united together today. 
 

Prayer: Move among us, Spirit of God, and gather us together with you.  
Take our many selves—our lives, our loves, our ideas, our questions, our speech, our silence— 
and unite us as your people. Give us the gifts of perception and understanding, so that even as we dream your 
dreams and see your visions, we may be able to witness to your presence in our common life.  Amen. 
 


