
Sermon Notes 

 Series: Changed for Good                    Sermon:  For the Sake of Joy 

Hebrews 11:1-12:2 (selections) 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by faith our 
ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of 
God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible.  
 
By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain’s…By faith Noah, warned by God 
about events as yet unseen, respected the warning and built an ark to save his household…By faith 
Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance…
By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac…By faith Isaac invoked blessings for the 
future on Jacob and Esau…By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph…By faith 
[Moses] left Egypt, unafraid of the king’s anger…By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if 
it were dry land… 
 
And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of 
David and Samuel and the prophets…Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did 
not receive what was promised, since God had provided something better so that they would not, 
without us, be made perfect.  
 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before 
us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 
 
 



Monday: Read Acts 2:38-47 
The first ministry of the church in Acts is teaching: “they devoted themselves to the instruction of the 
apostles.” Imagine for a moment the apostles gathered in homes of new believers telling stories of He-
brew scriptures, suddenly full of new significance, stories of walking in the footsteps of Jesus, stories 
of faith alive with hope. This sort of didache (the Greek word for teaching) connects us, the church, 
to a larger narrative being told through the lives of people of faith throughout time. It is teaching that 
not only tells us about God, but that invites us to participate in the work of God. This is what it 
means for the church to teach. Can you remember a time when a “teaching” or “lesson” was particu-
larly meaningful? Why? In what ways are we participating in the didache of the church described in 
Acts? How does our teaching help us to remain faithful to our calling as a community?  
 
Prayer: Lord, breathe life into our teaching that we might live as people of faith. Amen. 
 
Tuesday: Read Acts 2:38-47 
Liturgy, from the Greek word leiturgia which translates work of the people, is a communal response 
to and participation in the sacred acts of prayer and worship. “Day by day…they spent much time to-
gether in the temple… praising God.” Even amidst all of the newness, the community does not ne-
glect the traditions of their ancestors, which helped form and shape them.  Worship and prayer form 
the rhythm of their days and lives. It is in this space that the secular and sacred begin to merge and 
every ordinary act becomes an expression of faith. This is liturgy embodied by the people of God. 
How is worshipping in community significant to your own discipleship? To the growth of the church 
as a community of disciples? How is the church shaped by the prayers of its people? How are we 
shaped by the prayers of the church?  
 
Prayer: Lord, breathe life into our prayer and worship that we might live as people of faith. Amen. 
 
Wednesday: Read Acts 2:38-47 
Fellowship is one of those “churchy words.” When is the last time you got together with your col-
leagues after work for “fellowship”? Never. But in church, we have fellowship luncheons that are held 
in fellowship halls and we get together for fellowship in our fellowship groups. Koinonia, the Greek 
word translated here as fellowship, actually captures the entirety of the relationship between God and 
believers. It involves active participation in Christian community: sharing in both spiritual blessings 
and material blessings. Koinonia is a word embodied at the table as the church engages in the 
“breaking of bread,” recognizing the table as a place of fellowship, revelation, and reconciliation. How 
do you experience koinonia with the body of Christ? In what ways do we share our spiritual blessings?  
Our material blessings? How might we more fully embody the idea of koinonia in the church? In your 
home? 
 
Prayer: Lord, breathe life into our community that we might live as people of faith. Amen. 
 

do you experience koinonia with the body of Christ? In what ways do we share our spiritual blessings?  

Thursday: Read Acts 2:38-47 
Verses 38-40 find Peter wrapping up a sermon on the day of Pentecost. Peter testified to what the 
crowd had witnessed that day telling the story of the Messiah who conquered death: “For the promise 
is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away…”  Kerygma, to proclaim or preach, is the 
heart of the early church’s mission: there is good news to share, and we are called to share it. Peter 
testifies to what he experienced as a follower of Jesus, and because he bore witness to the promise of 
life in Christ, “…those who welcomed his message were baptized.” In short, kerygma is the procla-
mation of the gospel, and each of us is called to testify to the promise.  How is the gospel proclaimed 
in our community? In what ways do you “preach” the promise of God? How might we as a community 
of faith testify more faithfully? 
 
Prayer: Lord, breathe life into our witness that we might live as people of faith. Amen. 
 
Friday: Read Acts 2:38-47 
Diakonia, the Greek root for “deacon” and “diaconate,” is a term encompassing the call to serve the 
poor and oppressed. From its inception the church has responded sacrificially to the needs of those on 
the margins: “… they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any 
had need,” disrupting the systems of power and tyranny at work in their world in the process. The 
early church reminds us that Jesus was a troublemaker. He rocked the boat and spoke truth to power. 
If the church is to remain faithful to the call of diakonia, we too must hold on to the divine promise of 
love and justice for all people, directing our efforts to ensure that this promise is realized. In other 
words, it is not enough to simply feed those who are hungry, instead we, as believers, work for a 
world where everyone has “our daily bread.” How are you serving your brother and sister in Christ? 
How might God be calling us to sacrifice so that others might have what they need? How is the church 
“making trouble” in the world today? In what ways are we as a community addressing systems of pow-
er and oppression?  
 
Prayer: Lord, breathe life into our actions that we might live as people of faith. Amen. 
 
Saturday: Read Acts 2:38-47 
Ecclesia in Christian theology is both a particular body of faithful people, and the whole body of the 
faithful – the church. These last verses in Acts give us a well-rounded picture of the church with 
preaching, teaching, prayer, community, and service as marks of authentic embodiment of the Spirit 
in the community’s life, a canon, if you will, for the measurement of the church’s activity today. In 
what ways do we as a congregation reflect the ideals of the early church described in Acts? What do 
we need to let go of in order to become more faith-filled? What practices do we need to learn to em-
body ecclesia? 
 
Prayer: Lord, breathe life into your church that we might live as people of faith. Amen.  


