
 

Sermon Notes 

 

 

Sermon: Abide in Christ 

 
 
 

John 15: 1-11 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in 
me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 
more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to 
you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, 
you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, be-
cause apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown 
away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, 
and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 
much fruit and become my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so I have loved 
you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, 
just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said 
these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be com-
plete. 
 
 
 
 



Monday: Read John 15: 12-13 
This section of the Gospel of John reports Jesus’ long discourse following the final meal he eats with 
his closest disciples. He knows the fury is mounting against him, so of course, he wants to impart his 
most crucial teachings. And what does he say? “Love others divinely.” In other words, love others 
more than is humanly possible. How can we possibly love others that much? A first step may be to 
trust the presence of Christ to help us care for others more, to give our time to others more gra-
ciously, to be quicker to forgive. How might Jesus empower you today to love others more? 
 

Prayer: Blessed Savior, fill us with your Holy Spirit, that we may love others more today than we did yesterday.  
Amen. 
 
Tuesday: Read John 15: 14-15 
Growing closer to God happens partly by our own efforts. When we listen to the teachings of Jesus; 
when we open ourselves in prayer to the presence of God, then it gets easier to hear. Think of how 
we feel when we work for someone. They tell us what to do and we do it. But if we are friends with 
someone, when we work together on a shared project, it feels quite different. Can you think of ways 
you used to just follow the teachings of Jesus as if you worked for him? Are there ways you sense 
now you work as friends with Jesus on projects he lays out before you? How does your work with 
Jesus reflect what God is calling us to as a congregation? 
 

Prayer: Holy Friend, continue to draw me into your presence. Reveal your purposes for me and your church. 
Amen. 
 
Wednesday: Read John 15: 16-17 
Jesus chose us to be his disciples, to bear lasting fruit. Think of what lasting fruit Jesus has born 
through us at First Christian Church. School children have backpacks of food to help nourish them 
through weekends. Our financial giving makes a lasting difference in the lives of people locally and 
around the world. Our faithful prayer and study together build us into stronger disciples of Christ, 
able to share words of comfort, of life, of hope, with those around us. What other fruit might Jesus 
be choosing to bear through us? 
 

Prayer: Thank you, Precious Lord, for using us to make a difference in your world. Show us how to bear more 
fruit. Amen. 
 
Thursday: Read John 15: 18 
Don’t we all want to be liked? We remember the crowds loved Jesus. But we often forget the pow-
erful people, the leaders of society, the beautiful people, hated him so much they had him executed. 
What are we supposed to be doing that might have the powerful people of our day hating us? 
 

Prayer: Crucified One, show us your true path, even when it contradicts the ways of society. Amen. 
 

This section of the Gospel of John reports Jesus’ long discourse following the final meal he eats with 
his closest disciples. He knows the fury is mounting against him, so of course, he wants to impart his 
most crucial teachings. And what does he say? “Love others divinely.” In other words, love others 
more than is humanly possible. How can we possibly love others that much? A first step may be to 

Prayer: Blessed Savior, fill us with your Holy Spirit, that we may love others more today than we did yesterday.  

Growing closer to God happens partly by our own efforts. When we listen to the teachings of Jesus; 
when we open ourselves in prayer to the presence of God, then it gets easier to hear. Think of how 
we feel when we work for someone. They tell us what to do and we do it. But if we are friends with 
someone, when we work together on a shared project, it feels quite different. Can you think of ways 
you used to just follow the teachings of Jesus as if you worked for him? Are there ways you sense 
now you work as friends with Jesus on projects he lays out before you? How does your work with 

Prayer: Holy Friend, continue to draw me into your presence. Reveal your purposes for me and your church. 

Jesus chose us to be his disciples, to bear lasting fruit. Think of what lasting fruit Jesus has born 
through us at First Christian Church. School children have backpacks of food to help nourish them 
through weekends. Our financial giving makes a lasting difference in the lives of people locally and 
around the world. Our faithful prayer and study together build us into stronger disciples of Christ, 
able to share words of comfort, of life, of hope, with those around us. What other fruit might Jesus 

Prayer: Thank you, Precious Lord, for using us to make a difference in your world. Show us how to bear more 

erful people, the leaders of society, the beautiful people, hated him so much they had him executed. 

Friday: Read John 15:26-27  
When Jesus shared his final teachings with his closest followers, they must have been confused, per-
haps terrified. But he promises an Advocate, a strong companion and guide, who comes from God. 
He means the Holy Spirit who is also accompanying us. Take a few moments of quiet to sense the 
presence of the Spirit surrounding you today. How might the Spirit of Christ empower your actions 
today? 
 

Prayer: Come Holy Spirit. Fill me with your peace and your power. Be my guiding companion throughout the 
day. Amen. 
 
Saturday: Read John 16: 1 
Some people claim the Christian life is simple. “Just follow Jesus,” they say. They seem to forget fol-
lowing Jesus means insecurity, radical generosity, and the cross. Certainly, there are joys in the 
Christian life, too, but following Jesus is difficult. We don’t always know the right way to go next. 
So Jesus offers his teachings and the presence of his Spirit to keep us from falling. Can you remember 
times God upheld you, kept you from making a mistake, guided your steps? Pay attention today to 
how Christ is keeping you from stumbling. 
 

Prayer: Ever you have upheld me, Holy One. Direct my steps today. Receive my praise.  Amen.  


