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IN THE MEANTIME 
We continue on our Lenten journey to the cross.  

How are you doing with intentionality?  Have you chosen 
this particular practice, or is there something else you are 
“taking on?” 
 This Sunday we will be looking at the parable of 
the fig tree.  It is easy in our world today to place blame 
instead of accepting blame.  Our society is filled with 
people who want to blame someone else for all that is 
wrong in the world.   Instead of pointing fingers, Jesus calls 
us to bear fruit.   

Once again, we have a story with a gardener.  In 
the story there is a fig tree that has not produced fruit.  The 
gardener is asked if the tree should be cut down, or should 
it be given fertilizer and another opportunity.  Jesus asks 
us the question, “are you bearing fruit, or do you need to 
be pulled up?” He offers us another opportunity and gives 
us the chance to bear fruit instead of malice.   Let’s come 
together on Sunday and talk about what this could mean in 
our lives. 

As I mentioned last week, Rachel Held Evans is a 
favorite blogger of mine.  In her latest installment, she has 
listed 40 ideas to help make the most of this season 
reflection, penitence, and preparation.  This week:  A few 
disciplines to practice during Lent. 

1. Pray the offices for 40 days. The Daily Office, (or 
the Divine Hours), consists of four times of 
prayer each day: morning prayers, midday 
prayers, evening prayers, and nighttime prayers. 
If it’s your first time praying the hours, I 
recommend using The Divine Hours by Phyllis 
Tickle. If you’re looking to add something new to 
your prayer schedule, I recommend Common 
Prayer: A Liturgy for Ordinary Radicals by Shane 
Claiborne, Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove, and 
Enuma Okoro.  

2. Suggestion from a blog reader:  This year I'm 
writing 40 Lenten Love Letters to people who 
have had a big impact on my life, both in the 
present, and in the past, including some people 
who don't like me and some who have passed 
away...and especially to God, and even one to 
myself (which seems to be the most difficult for 
me to begin.)  

3. Practice intentional silence and stillness every 
evening, or in your car as you commute. 

 

 
OUTREACH NOTE 

Oscar Wilde once said, “The smallest act of kindness is 
worth more than the grandest intention.” Thank you for 
your MANY acts of kindness in contributing to the toiletry 
drive for Birmingham’s homeless. I continue to be amazed 
and encouraged by the generosity of this marvelous 
congregation. I am thankful to be in this family of faith.  
We share the love of Christ whenever we act to help 
another. Would you like to do something to help others on 
a regular basis? We are looking for volunteers to assist 
Donnette Mee and others at the Kovakas’ food pantry. We 
need a few volunteers to go every other Thursday to help 
pack food bags.  Interested? Contact Donnette Mee to get 
more details or to sign up!  ~Charlotte Brammer, Outreach 
 
 

 
LENTEN SERMON SERIES 

The Way of the Cross 
March 3 
Luke 13:1-9                                                “Taking Up 
Space” 
Life is full of things we don’t understand.  It is easy to 
place the blame on other people or other 
circumstances.  Jesus refutes blame and instead asks 
the question, “Are we bearing fruit, or do we need to 
be pulled up?”  
 
March 10 
Luke 15:1-32                                       The Power of 
Blessing” 
We all know the characters found in the story of the 
prodigal son – the father, the older brother, the 
younger brother, even the pigs!  Is there a new insight 
that we can gain, even from a very familiar story? 
 
March 17 
John 12:1-8                                         “An Extravagant 
Gift” 
Jesus is God’s gift to us.  What gift do you bring during 
this season? 
 
Holy Week 
March 24                                                         Palm Sunday 

Choir Easter Cantata 
 
March 28                                                      Maundy 
Thursday    

Tennebrae Service of Darkness 
 
March 31                                            Easter Sunrise 
Service 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice 
and be glad in it. 
 
March 31      
John 20:1-18        “Supposing Him To Be The Gardener” 

Easter Worship 
The resurrection of our Lord has arrived and we 
celebrate.  But, what was it like for the women who 
went to the tomb that morning.  Was Mary mistaken 
when she mistook Jesus as the gardener? 

 

 FINANCIAL REPORT -JANUARY 

Offerings Received 
 

 $                34,600  

Offerings Budgeted 
 

 $                34,000  

Actual Expenses 
 

 $                38,867  

Expenses Budgeted 
 

 $                51,538  

Actual Deficit 
 

 $                  7,330  

Budgeted Deficit 
 

 $                20,449  
Note as to Offerings Needed:  The budget projections 
for offerings are not the same each month, based on 
historical giving. The average monthly offering 
needed to meet the total 2013 budget is $36.667. 

Finance Council Membership for 2013: 
David Hamilton, Bill Watts, Libby Carpenter, Dan 
Alderson, Gary Franklin, and Carl Crosby.  Ex-officio: 
Jane Hull, Beth Patterson and Linda McGarr. 
Consulting: Scott Jackson. 

SUNDAY'S ATTENDANCE 
WORSHIP 149 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   73 
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Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, March 3 
Third Sunday of Lent 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
9:45  Fellowship Moment 
10:15  Worship Service  
11:15   A Moment of Prayer with Elders 
3:00 p.m. Bell Choir 
5:00  Children/Youth/Praise Kids 
6:15  Snack Supper 

Monday – Thursday 
9:30 – 1:30 The Adventure Nook Preschool 

Monday, March 4 
7:00 a.m. Men's Bible Study 
10:00  Staff Meeting 

Tuesday, March 5 
9:45 a.m. Chapel 
10:00  Women’s Bible Study 
6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Thornberry Homeowners  

Association Meeting 
Wednesday, March 6 

6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
7:30   Easter Cantata Rehearsal 

Thursday, March 7 
6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Inverness Cove Homeowners  
  Association Meeting 
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 
  Friday, March 8 – Saturday March 9 
  Men’s Retreat at Hargis 
 

 

 TWENTY-FOUR HOUR PRAYER VIGIL 
The Twenty-Four Hour Prayer Vigil begins at 9:00 pm on 
Thursday, March 28th and ends at 9:00 pm on Friday, March 
29th.  Please sign-up on the sheet in the narthex. 

 
 

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE AND BREAKFAST 
Sunday, March 31  

Our Easter Sunrise Worship and Breakfast is Easter 
Sunday, March 31, at the outdoor amphitheater at Hargis 
Retreat. Following the service, breakfast will be served in 
the Hargis dining room at a cost of $5.75 for adults and 
children over three years, children three years and under 
are free. Please sign up for your breakfast reservation in 
the narthex or call the church office. 

 
 

EASTER HYDRANGEAS 
There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex for you to purchase 
a hydrangea in memory or in honor of a loved one.  The 
cost of each hydrangea plant is $20.00. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

GRACE NOTES 

 Our prayers are with Barry and Susan Storer as 
they make the journey back to England to attend 
the funeral of Barry’s sister, Ellen. 

 Please continue to keep in mind those of our dear 
members and friends, who still need to be kept in 
our prayers. 

 Dear Charlotte and all of our generous outreach 
members, Thank you for your generous $650.00 
donation to Inverness Elementary School Library.  
The children will each get a lollipop and a 
shamrock from our church for St. Patrick’s Day.  
They will also have some new books to read in the 
library.  We at Inverness are so fortunate to have 
such a close alliance with First Christian Church.  
The love of Christ is shared by our reader 
volunteers simply by their presence here.  Love 
Janice. 

 Words can never express how grateful I am to you 
and your outreach program.  Because of you, I no 
longer go days without eating and living out of my 
truck, or wondering where I could sleep for the 
night and be safe.  Through your program and 
prayers, I have found hope for a brighter 
tomorrow, faith that all things are possible with 
God and an unconditional love like I have never 
know before.  Please know that my life is so 
blessed because you cared enough to “reach out”.  
None of this would have been possible if it were 
not for your help and support. 

 Please remember to set your clocks forward one 
hour at bedtime on Saturday, March 9 –Spring 
Forward! 

 
 

BLESSING BOXES 
Matthew 6-27 NIV Who of you by worrying can add 

a single hour to his life? 
When we watched our young children and 

grandchildren sleeping, they always looked so peaceful. 
They knew we as parents, or grandparents were there to 
protect them. 

When the economic crisis hit, sometimes, we 
would forget God’s promise to stand by us.  God reminds 
us that He is our strength, comforter and confirms His 
promises to provide. 

Dear God, Thank you for providing for us, and help 
us to remember others who have so much less. 
In Jesus name, Amen. 
Peggy & Charles Daniels Blessing Boxes-Outreach Mission 
 
 
 

THE DISCIPLES  
Sunday, March 3 

Daniels Version of Change 
Daniel 7: 9-14 

 
CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 

Sunday, March 3 
The Prophet Worrying 

Habakkuk 1 


