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IN THE MEANTIME 
Jane Hull, Interim Minister 

Community Family Fun Night 2013 is history.  
What a great night we all shared, as the community of 
First Christian Church!  Thank you to the planning 
committee – Barry and Susan Storer, Mack Carpenter, 
Steve and Jill Pasky and George and Judy Dudley.  
They dreamed big and took on a monumental task of 
reaching our community in a new and different way. 

Over 80 church members were involved in 
setting up, manning booths, cooking, cleaning up, 
playing lots and lots of games, visiting and greeting 
newcomers, directing people to rest rooms, serving 
as parking lot attendants, and more.  This was an 
entire church effort and I am so grateful for all you 
did. 

Several people have asked for numbers – 
what were the results?  How many guests did we 
have?  From the registration cards that were 
completed, there were 22 family units – 60 total 
people.  As we looked out over the field, it was filled 
with bright color, excitement, and laughter from 
many generations.  We will be following up with 
everyone in the next few days.  Thank you, First 
Christian.  Well done!!

 

A NOTE FROM JAN 
I am excited to be doing a four week sermon 

series starting this Sunday, July 21. The title of the 
series is Who, What, When, Where and Why? This 
sermon series is loosely woven around my own 
theological quest for clarity. Join me as we delve into 
the Bible, exploring the word and searching for 
answers to these five questions. 

This Sunday we will be looking at Matthew 
28:18-20 and searching for the answer to who is God. 
The title of the sermon:          Who…3 in 1? 

 
July 28         What... (DOC)  

John 13:34, 35 
August 4        When...Walk in Faith 

Hebrews 11:1-3 
August 11       Where and Why? The Road to Salvation 

John 11:25, 26 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

July 22 – 26, 2013  - 9:00 a.m.- 12:00(noon) 
Ages  4years thru 5th grade (completed) 

Our theme this year is, “Everywhere Fun Fair, 
Where God’s Neighbors Come Together.”  We will 
be “traveling” to Zimbabwe, United Kingdom, Japan, 

Australia, Mexico and, of course, Bible Times.  There 
is no cost! 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR JULY 
    This Month This Year  
Offerings Received $43,336 $220,540 

Offerings Needed $34,000 $221,000 

Actual Expenses $29,566 $175,865 

Expenses Budgeted $30,177 $181,273      

Surplus   $11,359 $ 24,913 

These are exciting times at First Christian Church.  
Our new minister is on the way and we are right on 
track with our giving.  The Finance Council has made 
some adjustments within the budget to more 
accurately project individual line items, but we have 
not changed the overall expected giving or total 
expenditures.  Please keep your offerings up to date 
over the summer months, as we will be paying the 
expenses of the Tatum’s move, funding Vacation Bible 
School, hosting a community fun night and much 
more.  Normally, our expenses run higher in the 
summer due to these types of special activities, which 
will use up the surplus that we have.  Soon, you will 
receive a year to date contribution statement.  If you 
note any errors, please report these to our financial 
bookkeeper, Linda McGarr, by a note in a sealed 
envelope in the church office.  If you would like a 
copy of the church’s full financial reports, request 
these from Chris McCayna.            
Libby Carpenter, Finance Council 
 

 
 

 
HISTORIAL TOUR OF SHELBY COUNTY 

With Historian Jim Phillips 
Tuesday, September 17, 2013 

Cost $18.00 
Host:  Jim Langley 980-1827 
Itinerary:  Depart from front parking lot of 

Hoover Public Services building at 
Valleydale Road and Hwy 31 at 9:00 
a.m. and returning mid-afternoon. 

Lunch:  Bernie’s on Main in Columbiana at 
your own Expense.   

Payment Instructions: 
To be deposited at front desk of 
Hoover Public Services bldg. by 
August 30th – checks made payable to:  
“Hoover New Horizons.” 

 
 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Sunday, July 14       Worship 156  

http://www.fcc-bhm.org/


 
LIFE IN OUR COMMUNITY THIS WEEK 

Sunday, July 21 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
9:45  Fellowship Moment 
10:15  Worship Service  
10:30  Children’s Worship & Wonder 
11:15   A Moment of Prayer with Elders 

Monday, July 22 – Friday, July 26 
Vacation Bible School 

9:00 – 12:00  “Everywhere Fun Fair, Where God’s 
World Comes Together.” 
Monday, July 22 

7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 
10:00  Staff Meeting 
  Wednesday, July 24 
6:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
  Thursday, July 25 
7:00 p.m. Advocates Bible Study 
7:00  Ladies Bible Study 

Friday, July 26 
4:00 p.m. O’Shields/Carter Wedding Rehearsal 
  Saturday, July 27 
4:00 p.m. O’Shields/Carter Wedding Ceremony 

 
GRACE NOTES 

 Please continue to pray for our dear members 
and friends.   

 
 

 BLESSING BOXES 
Jesus said, "The wind blows where it chooses, and you 
hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it 
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who 
is born of the Spirit."— John 3:8 (NRSV) 

As the outdoor, Easter sunrise service began, 
I noticed a hot-air balloon lying limp on the ground. 
When the minister started the sermon, someone 
began to pump hot air into the balloon. Soon it 
expanded into brilliant color, ready to rise, symbol-
izing the risen Christ. 

Watching the balloon, I reflected on my past 
and realized that my life had once been like that 
empty balloon. When our children were grown, I 
stopped attending church. As time passed, I sensed 
something was missing in my day-to-day existence.  
When I made the decision to worship again, my life 
began to change. The spirit of God flooded into my 
being. 

My spiritual journey took me to Bible studies 
and on mission trips. Participating in small study 
groups gave me the opportunity to grow and learn 
from other church members. Like that once-empty 
balloon, my once-empty life is now filled — with the 
grace, love, and strength of God. The Upper Rm.-
2013~ Peggy & Charles Daniels-Outreach, Blessing Boxes, 
the Carly Fund, the Debbie Blue Food Pantry, & Salvation 
Army Angel Tree 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
BOOKBAGS ARE HERE! 

Do you remember the excitement of getting new 
school supplies? New notebook paper, pencils, 
notebooks all seem to promise hope for a new school 
year.  

We have 120 bookbags to stuff with “hope” for 
children at Vincent and Calera Elementary Schools. 
These two schools have significant numbers of 
students who live in poverty, and we can assist them 
by purchasing school supplies. Here’s how: 

 Pick up one or more bookbags from the 
narthex 

 Shop for the supplies listed (note 2 copies of 
the list are attached—one list should stay on 
the bookbag) 

 Return the bookbag(s) and supplies by Aug. 
4th!  

All of the requested supplies will not fit in the 
bookbags, so please just put them in an extra bag and 
turn it in with the bookbag.   

MANY, MANY THANKS for giving hope and a 
fresh start to 120 children!!!  

          Charlotte Brammer, Chair, Outreach 

 

 
CLOTHING DRIVE FOR THE LOVELADY CENTER 

We’re still collecting clothing—all types of clothing 
for women, men, and children—for the Lovelady 
Center’s thrift store. Do you have a few closets to 
clean out? We will be collecting items through the 
month of July!   

          Sharon Orazine, Outreach 

 
 
 

THE DISCIPLES  
Sunday, July 21 

“Fasting and Praying” 
Ezra 8: 21-23 

 
 

CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 
Sunday, July 21 
The Harbinger 

“The Ancient Mystery That Holds 
the Secret of America’s Future” 

 
 


