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A WORD FROM OUR PASTORS  

 In the fifteenth century, a rural village in 
Germany was home to a family with eighteen children.  
The family was poor, but despite the difficulty of making 
ends meet, two brothers in the family still held a dream, a 
dream to pursue their talents as artists.  With the 
financial situtaion very discouraging, the two boys came 
up with their own solution to the problem.  They agreed 
to toss a coin with the loser going to the local mines to 
work so he could support the family while his brother 
attended art school.  When the first was finished with his 
training, he would support the education of the other, 
either by the sale of his art work or by going to the 
mines himself.  So, one brother went off to the 
dangerous mines while the other went to the art 
academy.  After four years, the young artist returned to a 
homecoming dinner.  The artist rose from the table to 
drink a toast to his beloved brother for his years of 
sacrifice.  He said, “Now Albert, it is your turn to go to 
the academy and pursue your dream and I will support 
you.” 
 Albrecht sat at the table and tears began to flow 
down his cheeks.  He began to repeat, “No, no, no.”  
Finally Albrecht rose, wiped the tears from his face and 
said softly, “No, brother, it is too late for me to go. Look at 
what four years in the mines have done to my hands.  
The bones in every finger have been crushed at least 
once, and I suffer from arthritis so badly that I cannot 
even hold a wine glass properly to return your toast.  No, 
brother, for me it is too late.”   
 Then one day to pay respect to his brother who 
had sacrificed his lifes dream for him, the great artist, 
Albrecht Durer, lovingly drew his brother's hands with 
palms together and crooked fingers pointed skyward.  
He called his powerful painting “Hands”, but others 
renamed his great work and tribute of love, “The Praying 
Hands.” 
 The story of the great sacrifice of Albrecht Durer 
for his brother is truly inspiring.  After hearing his story, 
whenever one sees Albrecht Durer's masterpiece, “The 
Praying Hands” as pictured above, it is impossible not to 
associate this work of art with the sacrifice of love it 
represents. 
 This story and painting once again remind us 
that in the scriptures Jesus is asking us to give of our 
lives for the wellfare of others.  To offer to us a challenge 
to find ways we can use our lives, our talents, our 
opportunities, our time and our resources to build or 
'paint' the kingdom of God in our world. 
 May we have the courage to follow the example 
of Albrecht Durer and most of all Jesus Christ as we 
continue to walk the journey of faith, one that leads to 
death, but eventually resurrection and eternal life.   
   God bless you, Edd & Mary Pat 
 

THANK YOU, FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH !!! 
The bookbags have been stuffed, collected, and blessed!  
We'll focus on delivering those bookbags as well as the 
supplies and snacks to Inverness, Oak Mountain, and 
Vincent Elementary Schools this week, just in time for 
schools to open on August 20th. We will never see their 
special smiles, but we can rest assured that 80 
elementary school children are happy to have the 
necessary school supplies.  The supplies, snacks, socks, 
shoes and underwear will surely bring joy to many 
others.  Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you 
did for me.” Matthew 25:40 NIV 
 

Debbie Blue Pantry Dedication 
  On Sunday, August 19th, we will join together 
during worship to dedicate the Debbie Blue Pantry.  We 
ask that everyone bring an item for the pantry and place 
it in the baskets by the Lord's Table prior to the start of 
service.    
 Here's what we need for the Debbie Blue Pantry: 
cans of beef stew, ravioli, Spam, chicken, mixed 
vegetables, turnip or collard greens, French green beans, 
English peas, Dak ham, mushroom soup, celery soup, 
cheese soup, diced tomatoes(15oz) and jars of plain 
peanut butter(1lb). Note: We are requesting cans and 
jars ONLY because they store better in the pantry.  
 Did you know Debbie Blue? As a member of 
First Christian, Debbie demonstrated her love for others, 
especially for children, through giving of her time and 
talents.  She participated in all summer activities, from 
Vacation Bible School to camps.  She loved children so 
much that she worked at KinderCare all week and still 
volunteered regulary to keep the church's nursery.  This 
lovely red-head was proud of her Scottish heritage and 
followed the habit of other “good Scotts” by showing 
generosity to others.   Thanks to generous donations 
from Neil and Libby Blue, as well as others, Debbie's 
generosity will continue.  You can learn more about 
Debbie Blue and First Christian Church's efforts to follow 
Jesus' command to “Feed my sheep”(John 21:17) at: 

http://www.facebook.com/FirstChristianOutreach.  
 

DEDICATIONS 
Recently we have been in a spirit of dedicating things to 
God.  A few weeks ago we dedicated David Brasher's car, 
enabling David to share his music ministry with others. 
This past Sunday we dedicated bookbags so that children 
can celebrate the joy of education.  Next Sunday, August 
19th, we will dedicate The Debbie Blue Pantry in helping 
those who are hungry.  And in a few weeks we will 
dedicate the freshly painted buildings with new carpet 
and cabinets in the office.  May we lift up praise for all 
these special dedications.  And may we continue to 
dedicate our lives to the service of God.   

 
HOLY BAPTISM 

If you are considering Baptism, please contact Edd or 
Mary Pat. 

 

First Christian Church                            

http://www.fcc-bhm.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FirstChristianOutreach
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Life In Our Community This Week 

Sunday, August 19th 
9:00  Sunday School 
9:45  Fellowship Moment 
10:15  Worship Service     
10:30   Children's Worship & Wonder 
11:15   A Moment of Prayer with Elders 
          Monday, August 20th 
7:00   Men's Bible Study 
10:00  Staff Meeting 
 6:30                     Mission Council 

    Wednesday, August 22nd 
6:30  Choir Practice 

 Thursday, August 23rd 
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 

 
 

GRACE NOTES 
 Please continue to pray for  Linda Cullum who is 

recovering from surgery. 
 Our prayers are with Buddy Holcombe, Kathey 

Long, Bill Qualls, and Jean Nicholson. 
 Thank you for your gifts and continued support 

of Disciples Mission Fund! The precious 
resources you share beyond your congregation 
through Disciples Mission Fund are 
transforming lives and developing leaders.  Your 
gifts are at work on six continents, in more than 
90 countries around the world, nurturing leaders, 
fostering community, and proclaiming good 
news!  On behalf of the partners, thank you for 
sharing these gifts so that together we might be 
a movement for wholeness! Gods, Blessings, Todd 
Adams, Associate General Minister and Vice 
President 

 All Mission Council members are encouraged to 
attend the Mission Council meeting on Monday, 
August 20th at 6:30 pm 

 Our prayers are with Beth Erwin who is at home 
with Hospice care. 

 If you can take the Visitor to the post office on 
Tuesday mornings, please contact Edd. 

 
    

THE DISCIPLES  
Sunday, August 19th  

Praise for Hope 
Psalms 3,14,22,42,46,53  

 
CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 

Sunday, August 19th  
God Promised a Righteous Branch 

Jeremiah 23: 1-6; 33-14-18 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL  65 
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HOMECOMING SUNDAY 
Circle your calendar for Homecoming Sunday on Sunday, 
October 7.  On this Sunday our church will be 138 years 
old.  We are grateful for our history and for Claradel 
Holcombe sharing about the history of the church in the 
Visitor over the past two years.  Homecoming Sunday 
will be filled with many wonderful  blessings.  Bob Franz, 
who served as interim minister of First Christian, will 
bring the message.  The service will also include the 
celebration of World Communion Sunday, Holy Baptism, 
and an outstanding Homecoming Dinner after church in 
the Family Life Center.  

  
OUTREACH UPDATE: HURRICANE KATRINA 

 On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina blasted 

the Gulf Coast, killing more than 1800 people and 

displacing more than a million. Seven years later, many 

still are trying to recover their lives and rebuild their 

homes. Brandon Gilvin, Associate Director of Week of 

Compassion, recently visited the area and identified the 

Epworth Project as a group committed to helping 

rebuild neighborhoods that were severely damaged.  

Hosted by Aldersgate United Methodist Church, the 

Epworth project is committed to working ecumenically 

and with other community organizations.  Susan LaSalle, 

pastor at First Christian Church, Slidell, serves on the 

board. To assist the Epworth Project in their efforts to 

restore neighborhoods, the Outreach Mission has sent 

the entire balance of our Katrina Relief funds, $3950. 

The funds have been routed through Week of 

Compassion, and Brandon assures us that 100% of the 

funds will go directly to the Epworth Project.    
 We thank Brandon for his efforts in helping us 
disperse these funds where they were intended, namely 
to help those who continue to suffer in the wake of 
Hurricane Katrina. You can find out more about the 
Epworth Project by visiting their website: 
http://www.epworthproject.com/ This link is also 
available via the First Christian Church Outreach on 
Facebook: 
           http://www.facebook.com/FirstChristianOutreach   
 

BLESSING BOXES 

(An Irish Prayer) 

May God give you... 

For every storm, a rainbow, 

For every tear, a smile, 

For every care, a promise, 

And a blessing in each trial. 

For every problem life sends, 

A faithful friend to share, 

For every sigh, a sweet song, 

And an answer for each prayer. 

May we all consider our blessings and honor those by 

contributing to our Blessing Boxes so that our blessings 

can bless children on the Salvation Army’s Angel Tree 

and our own little Carly Chandler. 

http://www.epworthproject.com/
http://www.facebook.com/FirstChristianOutreach

