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 A WORD FROM OUR PASTOR 
 For many centuries the people of Israel sang the 
songs of “ascent” as they went to the three great feasts 
that required the attendance at the temple.  When from a 
distance they caught their first glimpse of Jerusalem, 
they would shout out with joy the words of Psalm 121. 
 I will lift up my eyes unto the hills, where does 
my help come from? 
 For help comes from the Lord, the Maker of 
heaven and earth. 
 For the next two weeks I will be in the Great 
Smoky Mountain National Park hiking on the trails of 
this beautiful wilderness lifting my eyes unto the hills.  To 
be alone and reminded that for me these Appalachian 
mountains are a delight for my eyes and speak of the 
majesty and strength of the Creator.   
 After my visit with the mountains, I will return 
to Birmingham with a new song in my heart.  A song 
that reaffirms the redeeming touch of greatness that we 
see in the mountain peak of all peaks – Jesus the Christ. 
   God bless you, Edd 

 
HOW BIG IS YOUR CHURCH 

In response to our generous giving and spirit of helping 
others, feel the following poem is appropiate in lifting up 
the wonderful outreach ministry of First Christian 
Church.  May God continue to bless our efforts of 
proclaiming His love in missions to Shelby County, 
Birmingham, Alabama, the United States and all the 
world. 

“How big is your church?  One is often asked, 
to aptly determine how it may be classed. 

The answer depends on the standard of measure 
And not on the whims that brings members pleasure. 

 
The church is not rated by windows and spires, 
But by what it believes and its worship inspires, 

By that it expects and what it requires, 
The concerns that burn on its altar fires. 

 
Not alone do we measure by numbers and names 

But by what a church gives and what it retains. 
No church would we measure by building and walls, 

But by its response to great needs and calls. 
 

The church is as big as the world it claims, 
As broad as its outreach, as great as it aims, 

Each church is as big as its budgets for missions, 
As profound as its sense of the Great Commission. 

 
God looks at our hearts and not at our fashion, 

At what we believe with conviction and passion. 
Ourselves and our church we must always measure 
By the sacrifice we make and not by our treasure. 

by. George Earl Owen 
 
 

SUNDAY'S ATTENDANCE 
WORSHIP   144 
SUNDAY SCHOOL    64 

 

SCAVENGER HUNT KICK-OFF 
Sunday, September 9, 2012 at 5:00 pm 

There are cook offs, trade offs, stand offs, play offs and 
kick offs, and we are ready with this year's Youth Group 
Scavenger Hunt Kick off. So if you are between the ages 
of four and a senior in high school, then plan on joining 
us on September 9th at 5:00 for our Kickoff Scavenger 
Hunt . The Chi Rho and the CYF youth will help the Bible 
Buddies and the Kool Kids navigate their way through 
the scavenger hunt at 5:30. Julia Williamson , our Bible 
Buddies sponsor, is busy planning it for us. At 6:15, Mack 
Carpenter will prepare our snack supper for $2.50. We 
look forward to another fantastic year with our youth 
groups. Our sponsors this year are as follows: Julia 
Williamson and Jeanell Miranda for our Bible Buddies ( 
ages 4- 1st grade); Andrew and Sarah Ford for our Kool 
Kids ( grades 2-5); Jay Barkley and Deb Carpenter for 
our Chi Rho youth (grades 6-8) and Donnette Mee and 
Mary Pat Spencer for our CYF youth( grades 9-12).  
Gloria Mc Williams will be our new snack supper 
coordinator  Thank you, as always to all our volunteers 
and the parents and grandparents who make the effort 
to see that their children are a part of this important 
ministry. 
 

LAURA LANGLEY BLOOD DRIVE AUGUST 25   
 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Please remember the upcoming Laura Langley Memorial 
Blood Drive on Saturday, August 25, from 10:00 - 4:00 at 
the Ross Bridge Welcome Center in Hoover. You can 
make an appointment to insure you won't have to stand 
in line at the event by using Sponsor Code LAURA on 
the website: www.redcrossblood.org .  If you are unable 
to come to the event, you can still help! Go to any Red 
Cross blood donation site in Alabama in the coming 
weeks and provide the LAURA Sponsor Code, and your 
donation will still be counted toward this effort. The Red 
Cross Blood donation site on Caldwell Mill Road behind 
Bruster's can accept your donation anytime. Please 
encourage your friends, neighbors, colleagues to also 
participate. Thank you for giving the gift of life in 
Laura's memory!  

 BOOKBAGS 
Last Sunday we blessed many bookbags for children in 
elementary schools in North Shelby County.  It was a 
sweet moment as together we enabled special children 
to have some of the tools they need for learning.  There 
were pencils in many of the bookbags.  These pencils 
have an object lesson for us about loving God.  For some 
of these pencils had graphite maybe from Pennsylvania, 
timber maybe from Oregon, and rubber maybe from 
Brazil.  All stamped in one pencil for a child to use.  It 
was all those people in all those places – down in coal 
mines, high up in mountains, deep in steaming jungles- 
working together so that children can draw pictures and 
print words.  So our prayer is, Lord, if so many separate 
human beings can work together to produce something 
so small as a pencil, why can't we work together to 
create something more significant, like universal love or 
world peace? 

http://www.fcc-bhm.org/
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Life In Our Community This Week 

Sunday, August 26 
9:00  Sunday School 
9:45  Fellowship Moment 
10:15  Worship Service     
10:30   Children's Worship & Wonder 
11:15   A Moment of Prayer with Elders 
          Monday, August 27 
7:00   Men's Bible Study 
10:00  Staff Meeting 
 6:30                     Mission Council 

    Wednesday, August 28 
6:30  Choir Practice 

 Thursday, August 29 
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 

 
GRACE NOTES 

 Our prayers are with Buddy Holcombe, Kathey 
Long, Bill & Jakie Qualls, Beth Erwin, and Jean 
Nicholson. 

 If you can take the Visitor to the post office on 
Tuesday mornings, please contact Edd. 

 Our sympathy is expressed to Dr. Hard and his 
daughter Laura, on the death of Laura's husband 
and Dr. Hard's son-in-law, Russell Lewis. 

 Ona-Ruth is sponsoring a Silent Auction and 
bake sale to benefit the Carly Fund on 
September 30.   If you would like to donate 
baked goods or items for the silent auction 
please contact Deb Carpenter at 602-9717. 

 
THE DEBBIE BLUE PANTRY 

 Thank you, Church, for the overwhelming 
support for the Debbie Blue Pantry dedication. Because 
of your generosity, our pantry is ready to supply food to 
families and individuals who would otherwise go hungry. 
You have surely stepped up to “feed my sheep.”  
Who are Christ’s sheep? Most “sheep” that we feed are 
identified through local school counselors, but we also 
learn of families and individuals who are enduring 
specific hardships, such as illness, prolonged 
unemployment, house/apartment fires, etc., from alert 
church members and local assistance agencies. We are 
committed to feeding the hungry in our community. If 
you know of someone in need of food, please contact 
Charles Daniels, Gary Howard, or the church office.  
  Charlotte Brammer, Chair, Outreach 
 

THE DISCIPLES  
Sunday, August 26  

God Promised to Be With Us 
Ezekiel 34:23-31  

 
CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 

Sunday, August 26 
 Psalms of praise, Psalms 8,97,103,107,113,145,150 
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SELF ESTEEM MEETING  
September 16, at 3:00 Farkas Room 

 Did you know that it takes twenty (20) 
compliments to make up for just one (1) negative 
comment? Self esteem is important, more important 
than we can ever imagine. We tend to keep those 
negative comments and tapes in our heads and lives 
forever.  And yet therefore, when those positive 
comments come our way we nevertheless, hope that 
there will  be more for both shape our future and have a 
lasting effect on how we relate to others.  John Douglas 
will be our guest speaker at our annual 
parents/grandparents meeting on September 16 at 3:00  
in the Farkas Room. Please know that this meeting is 
open to anyone who is interested in learning more about 
how we can build up others, especially our children and 
youth.  
 John Douglas joined APAC in June 2010 (APAC is 
a collaborative effort of Children's Aid Society and 
Alabama DHR to provide education and support to 
Alabama's adoptive families) as Family Counselor for 
Region 1 with his first day being Camp APAC. Prior to 
joining APAC, John was a counselor with Impact Family 
Counseling and United Methodist Pastoral Care and 
Counseling. He started a Counseling and Family program 
at Vestavia Hills United Methodist Church after serving 
twelve years as Youth Director for 6th-12th grades.  John 
graduated from the University of Alabama with a 
Bachelor of Arts and received his Master of Arts in 
Agency Counseling from the University of Alabama in 
Birmingham. He did two years of post graduate work in 
Pastoral Marriage and Family Therapy. John is a 
Licensed Practicing Counselor with the state of Alabama.  
John grew up in Birmingham.  His community activities 
include: Leadership Vestavia Hills Board of Directors; Co-
League Director for Vestavia Hills Youth Baseball and 
Sunday School teacher at Vestavia Hills United Methodist 
Church.  He and his wife have been married for fifteen 
years, and they have two sons. John enjoys spending 
time with his family, traveling, hunting, and horseback 
riding. 
 Please help us welcome John as together we 
learn how we can change the world, one person at a 
time. 
 

 FINANCIAL PEACE SEMINAR BEGINS Sunday, 
August 26 at 4:30 pm 

Join Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University to 
learn what our Bible says about money and finances. 
We will meet for 9 weeks at 4:30p.m. on Sundays 
starting August 26th  (excluding 9/2 for Labor Day). 
The cost of the course is $95 per household; this will 
cover all materials and lessons. Please email Tiffany 
Horne at thorne888@gmail.com for details or to 
register.   
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