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SPIRITUAL IDENTITY AND PRACTICE 
 The Alabama-Northwest Florida Region is an 
expression of the church that is committed to the spiritual 
health of its members.  Just as congregations provide 
programs that are aimed at helping their parishioners 
grow in their faith and become spiritually mature, so also 
the Region offers programs that invite persons into deeper 
relationships with God and call them to lives of witness and  
service.  The Regional staff work together as a team with a 
variety of different planning groups to provide spiritual 
growth opportunities throughout the year.  The list below 
details some of what is available to all congregations in 
Alabama-Northwest Florida, thanks to the ministry of the 
Region. 

 Retreat/Workshops for Ministers – each January, 
and at other times 

 Nurturing the spitituality of children through 
Children Worship and Wonder training (in 
partnership with Disciples Home Missions) 

 Camps for young people, beginning after 2nd grade 
through grade 12 

 Retreats for Young Adults in January and in the fall 
 Spring Gatherings and fall Retreats for Women 
 Men's Retreats (in March) 
 Senior Adult Retreats (early November) 
 Convocation Assemblies and/or One-Day 

Workshops (annually) 
 Bienniel Congregational Transformation Events (in 

February) 
 Biennial Regional Assemblies (in April) 

      The Region also encourages spiritual growth through 
prayer.  Regular emails to clergy invite them to lift up one 
another in prayer and support. The Regional prayer 
calendar aims to facilitate an active prayer life among our 
congregations as they pray for each other. 
All gifts to the 2012 Christmas Offering will be 
directed to the ministries of the Alabama-Northwest Florida 
Region.  Please give generously! 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING – DECEMBER 16-23 
 

 
 

END OF THE YEAR GIFTS 
Every year we are blessed with end of the year gifts to our 
church.  If you can share an end of the year gift through a 
sale of stock or a special love gift from the blessings you 
have received this past year, please contact the church 
office.  Thank you for your love, prayer, and support of the 
church. 
 

SUNDAY'S ATTENDANCE 
WORSHIP   153 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   78 

 
CHRISTMAS CANTATA  December 16 

Please join the Chancel Choir, Danielle Alderson, Jim Clifford, 
Jim Baxter, and a host of shepherds, wise men, angel, and 
Mary and Joseph as we bring you the Christmas Story in 
music, story, song, and drama.  The Christmas Cantata this 
year is Sunday morning, December 16, during morning 
worship.  Rediscover the magic and mystery of Christmas 
through the eyes of a young shepherd boy as his older self 
recalls that amazing night that Jesus was born, when he as 
a little boy was helping his father in the fields.  This 

beautiful musical celebration weaves scripture, carols, and 
visual action into the shepherds story.  Come and worship 
the King of Kings. 
 

SPENCERS' CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE 
Everyone is invited to the Christmas Open House at the 
Spencer’s on Sunday, December 16, from 2:00 pm – 5:00 
pm.  We are expecting a wonderful group of people.  
Therefore, please consider coming for the time period 
listed below.  Please remember you may come at any time 
but the schedule is helpful because of the size of our home.   

Last Name A-G  2:00 pm – 3:00 pm 
Last Name H-M  3:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
Last Name N-Z  4:00 pm – 5:00 pm 

 

CHRISTMAS FOR THE STAFF 
Christmas time is the time for gifts of appreciation and love. 
During the season of Advent, we will have a decorated 
Christmas box in the narthex for you to place your gift for 
the staff of First Christian.  Please note on your check that it 
is a “gift for the church staff.”  You may also mail your gift to 
the church, care of Fletcher Hamilton.  Please remember 
our staff and all the many extras that they have done for us 
this year.  We are fortunate to have them and appreciate 
their ministry to us.      
     Thank you, Fletcher Hamilton, Chair of the Personnel Committee 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS - The Christmas poinsettia list 
is now in the narthex. Please sign up and select a poinsettia 
in memory or in honor of a loved one.  The cost of the 
poinsettias are $17.00.  Checks payable to “FCC”. 

 
Life In Our Community This Week 

  Sunday, December 9 
9:00  Sunday School 
9:45  Fellowship Moment 
10:15  Worship Service  
10:30   Children's Worship & Wonder 
11:15   A Moment of Prayer with Elders 
11:30  Ona-Ruth meet at church 
4:00  Pastors Class 
5:00  Chi Rho & CYF Christmas Party at    
  David & Linda Hamilton's 
5:00  Children & Praise Kids at church 
6:15  Snack Supper 
  Monday – Thursday 
9:30 – 1:30 The Adventure Nook Preschool 
         Monday, December 10 
7:00  Men's Bible Study   
9:45  A Christmas Walk for The Adventure Nook 
10:00  Staff Meeting 
6:30  Elders Christmas Party at Clarissa Harms 

Tuesday, December 11 
10:00  Ladies Bible Study 
12:30  Staff Christmas Party 

Wednesday, December 12 
7:30  Cantata Practice 

Thursday, December 13 
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 

Saturday, December 15 
8:30 – 1:30 Christmas Cantata Rehearsal 
6:00  Advocates Bible Study Christmas Party 
  at Russell Fountain's 

http://www.fcc-bhm.org/


 GRACE NOTES 
 Our prayers are with Pat Favorite, Ann Awtrey, and 

Bob Tomlinson. 
 Our prayers are with Suzanne Lane Hoop. Suzanne 

is the two-half year old granddaughter of Nancy 
Franklin. Suzanne is in the hospital in Houston, TX 
with an infection.  Nancy is a teacher at The 
Adventure Nook. 

 This Saturday, December 8 we will gather in the 
sanctuary at 3:00 pm to remember the life of Brice 
Thornbury. 

 Pray for eighteen members of our church as they 
celebrate the Christmas season this week at  
Appalachian Advent at our Conference Center 
Christmount in Black Mountain, North Carolina. 

 We continue to be blessed with equipment that 
adds life to the mission of First Christian.  Recently, 
we added a new copier to our church office and a 
new sound system for the Prayer Garden. 

 Gratitude is expressed to the men who unloaded 
the bricks for the new Columbarium. 

 Dear Worship and Wonder,  We are so thankful to 
you for giving to the Blessing Box Fund.  You made 
Christmas brighter for two angels and little Carly 
Chandler. Charlotte Brammer, Outreach Chair, Peggy & 

Charles Daniels, Outreach Mission. 

 All Deacons are encouraged to attend the Deacon 
meeting on Sunday, December 9 after morning 
worship in the sanctuary.  The purpose for the 
meeting is to elect a new Chair of Deacons for 
2013, select four Deacons as voting members for 
the Mission Council, review serving procedure and 
welcome the new Deacon Class of 2015. 

          

 
TECHNOLOGY REFRESH 

 Computers are everywhere!  They are in our cars, 
our offices, and in our telephones.  I even have computers 
in my hearing aids!  However, those that seem to give us the 
most grief are the one(s) in our homes.  Every day they are 
becoming more and more integrated into our lives, 
whether we like it or not. 
 The Mission Council of First Christian Church is 
considering offering classes on how to cope with and 
manage your home computer(s) so that the computer can 
become a tool to aid us rather than being a mysterious, 
cantankerous box weighing us down. 
 We will start our church project by conducting a 
survey of the congregation to see if there is sufficient 
interest in honing our collective computer skills.  After 
analysis of the completed survey, if there is enough interest 
in this subject, we would plan to acquire dedicated 
computer hardware to be used for in-house computer 
classes.  These classes would be very small, probably as few 
as four students at a time, ideal for just two couples or one 
family.  They would be held in the Farkas Room and last 
approximately 60 to 90 minutes each and, of course, be 
offered multiple times.  Each individual class syllabus would 
be tailored to fit the results of the survey. 
 There would be no charge to the students that 
participate in the classes.  However, if you'd like to help in 
defraying the cost of the computers to the church, it would 
be very much appreciated. 
 Be thinking about your needs in this area and be 
on the lookout for the survey. It will be coming soon.  In 
order for the classes to be tailored to each individual's 
needs, it is important (but not required) that you put your 
name and contact information on the survey questionnaire.  
Let's get our knowledge of technology refreshed and 
expanded!  Respectfully submitted, 

             Bob Browning, Chair, Membership Mission 
 

SHARE THE LIGHT 
Beginning today, our CYF youth will once again accept your 
donations of $5.00 or more in honor or memory of a loved 
one. These donations will help the youth to Spread the 
Light of Christ to others through their mission trips.  In 
addition, the youth have created a special Christmas card as 
a gift to you - to share with others, in lieu of a Christmas 

gift. It is often difficult at times to find that “perfect gift” for 
our family and friends or for those we love the most. 
However, when you give a gift to the Spread the Light 
project, you will help the youth spread the Light of Christ  
to others.  You will be able to send your friends a Christmas 
card letting them know you have honored them with this 
special gift. Also, your name and those you have honored 
will be placed in our Christmas Eve bulletins as well as our 
our office window.  As always, thank you for your love and 
support of our youth programs here at First Christian 
Church. 
 

CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 

Sunday, December 9 

Messianic Psalms      

 

THE DISCIPLES  
Sunday, December 9 
One in Jesus Christ 
Ephesians 2: 11-22 

                                               

 

 
 OUR COMMITMENTS  

First Christian is a great church.  It is made up of 
wonderful believers.  May we all join hands and hearts in 
a loving effort to do what Jesus asked us to do.  If you 
have not yet had the opportunity to make your 
commitment, please mail it or bring it to the church 
office by Christmas, Sunday, December 23.  Commitment 
cards and envelopes are available in the narthex.  
Together we can demonstrate our love for Him who once 
proved His love for us.  

 

 
CHURCH CHRISTMAS PARTIES AND CELEBRATIONS 

Saturday, December at 8, at 5:30 pm 
Disciples Class Christmas Party 

at David & Linda Hamilton's 
Sunday, December 9, at 5:00 pm 
Chi Rho and CYF Christmas Parties 

Monday, December 10, at 6:30 pm 
Elder Christmas Party at Clarissa Harms 
Tuesday, December 11, at 12:30 pm 
Church Staff Christmas Party at Amore'   

Saturday, December 15, 6:00 pm  
Advocates Bible Study Christmas Party at  

Russell Fountain's 
Sunday, December 16, 2:00 pm – 5:00 pm 

Spencers' Christmas Open House 
Children's Christmas Party at 5:00 pm 

Wednesday, December 19, at 6:30 pm 
Music Program Christmas Party at Bill & Jan Watts. 

If your party or celebration is not listed, please call the 
church office.  

 
 PRAYER FOR ADVENT 

Those who waited in darkness, O Lord, have seen a great 
light, and on them has the light descended.  Send the light 
again, Lord, to shine in our darkness of doubt, the darkness 
of sin, the darkness of loneliness, the darkness of fear and 
confusion.  Let the presence of Jesus laid in a manger 
illumine our hearts and minds, that our whole lives may be 
transformed. May the simplicity of His entrance into the 
world call us again to the single way of living.  May the 
coming of the shepherds remind us that there is more to do 
in life than tend our flocks or mind our businesses.  May 
the adoration of the wise men teach us that we too have 
gifts to bring.  May the joy of aged Anna and Simeon 
suggest patterns for our aging and its relationship to your 
eternal kingdom.  And as the Christmas bells ring out once 
more across the land, pulling good tidings of great joy, let 
our small hearts respond with excitement and love, that 
the light has shined in darkness and the darkness has not 
overcome it.  Amen. 


