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IN THE MEANTIME 
 This has been a whirlwind week!  I love to be in a 
church that is so full of people and life during the week.  I 
don’t think I sat down at my desk until about 4:00 on 
Monday afternoon!  There is never a dull moment and that 
is something you should be proud of.  Author Lyle Schaller 
wrote a book entitled The Seven-Day-A-Week Church.  First 
Christian Church models this beautifully.  God is at work 
every day here – from the children and teachers involved in 
TAN, to the men who serve as Hands of the Carpenter, to 
the women who faithfully fold and prepare The Visitor for 
mailing on Tuesday morning, to the Monday morning men’s 
Bible study, the Tuesday morning women’s Bible study…and 
the list could go on and on.   

Over the weekend, our church was filled to 
overflowing several times.  Serving as hosts to the regional 
Invited and Inviting event, you shared love with all those in 
attendance both Friday night and all day Saturday.  I heard 
so many comments of thanks for all First Christian did to 
make everyone feel welcomed.  On Sunday, we worshipped 
together in the morning and grieved together in the 
afternoon, as we welcomed many friends of Bill Qualls to a 
service to celebrate his life.  Thank you to everyone who 
worked tirelessly over the weekend!  You truly showed 
Christ’s love to everyone! 
 Do you have friends or neighbors that need to be in 
a community of faith like First Christian?  Invite them to 
come and join us in Bible study or worship.  God is at work 
here.  Let’s share that good news!  Jane 

 
 

 
 

WEEK OF COMPASSION, February, 17-24, 2013 
“God knows joy when we take actions that restore 

the well-being of God’s children everywhere.  When we 
reach out to others with helping hands, we share love and 
justice with our brothers and sisters with whom we are 
one. In his second letter to the Corinthians, Paul seemed to 
highlight financial gifts first as he encouraged the 
Corinthian church to give to the collection for the believers 
in Jerusalem (2 Corinthians 9:6-15), but sharing never 
stops with coins or bills. Just as it was for Paul, the 
Corinthians, and the recipients of these gifts who lived in 
Jerusalem, money is often the logical and practical step in 
providing the tangible gifts others need. In our century, the 
funds we gather together and share during our Week of 
Compassion become very real gifts of love, joy, and 
restoration.”  Rev. Amy Gopp, Executive Director, Week of 
Compassion  Week of Compassion gifts will be collected on 
Feb. 17 & 24.  

To learn more about Week of Compassion and this 
special offering, visit:   
http://www.weekofcompassion.org/special-offering2013/. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
LENTEN SERMON SERIES 

The Way of the Cross 
 

Ash Wednesday   
Psalm 51:1-17                                                            “God’s Verbs” 
The psalmist is approaching God with a voice of lament.  How 
can the verbs found in this passage (wash, cleanse, wipe, 
purge, blot) call us into the season of Lent?   
 

February 17     
Luke 4:1-13                                                      “Wilderness Living” 
The 40 days Jesus spent in the wilderness mirror the 40 days 
of Lent.  How can we experience God’s faithfulness even as 
we find ourselves in the wilderness? 
 
February 24    
Psalm 27                                                                     “Interrobang” 
In our Christian walk we are constantly faced with rich 
tensions, such as fear and faith, or doubt and trust.  How is it 
possible to balance these seemingly opposite experiences, so 
that we can grow as Christ followers? 
 
March 3           
Luke 13:1-9                                                        “Taking Up Space” 
Life is full of things we don’t understand.  It is easy to place 
the blame on other people or other circumstances.  Jesus 
refutes blame and instead asks the question, “Are we bearing 
fruit, or do we need to be pulled up?”  
 
March 10        
Luke 15:1-32                                            “The Power of Blessing” 
We all know the characters found in the story of the prodigal 
son – the father, the older brother, the younger brother, 
even the pigs!  Is there a new insight that we can gain, even 
from a very familiar story? 
 
March 17        
John 12:1-8                                                   “An Extravagant Gift” 
Jesus is God’s gift to us.  What gift do you bring during this 
season? 
 
Holy Week 
March 24                                                                     Palm Sunday    

Choir Easter Cantata 
 
March 37                                                            Maundy Thursday    

Tennebrae Service of Darkness 
 
March 31             Easter Sunrise Service    

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be 
glad in it. 
 
March 31                         Easter Worship   

John 20:1-18 
“Supposing Him To Be The Gardener” 

The resurrection of our Lord has arrived and we celebrate.  
But, what was it like for the women who went to the tomb 
that morning.  Was Mary mistaken when she mistook Jesus 
as the gardener? 

 

 

 
SUNDAY'S ATTENDANCE 

WORSHIP 150  
SUNDAY SCHOOL   75 

FRIDAY EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE   175 
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Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, February 17 
First Sunday of Lent 

9:00  Sunday School 
9:45  Fellowship Moment 
10:15  Worship Service  
11:15   A Moment of Prayer with Elders 
3:00  Bell Choir 
5:00  Search Committee Meeting 
5:00  Children/Youth/Praise Kids 
6:15  Snack Supper 

 Monday – Thursday 
9:30 – 1:30 The Adventure Nook Preschool 
          Monday, February 18 
7:00   Men's Bible Study 

Tuesday, February 19 
9:45  Chapel 
10:00  Women’s Bible Study 

Wednesday, February 20 
6:30  Choir Practice 
7:30   Easter Cantata Rehearsal 

Thursday, February 21 
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 

Saturday, February 23 
9:00 – 3:00 Regional Board Meeting 

 
GRACE NOTES 

 Our sympathy is expressed to Jakie Qualls and 
family in the death of Bill.  Bill passed away on 
Thursday, February 7.   

 We would like to thank our church family for all 
the thoughts, prayers, cards, calls, visits and the 
special gifts of food during Garry’s recuperation 
from heart surgery.  Especially the food, as you all 
know that Twila does not cook.   We are sorry that 
we missed the Spencers’ retirement, but we are 
sure that everyone made it a special day for them.  
Our church family is so dear to our hearts we love 
you all and cannot wait to get back to normal!  
Hope to see you soon.  Garry and Twila. 

 We have a cell phone number and Email address 
for Jane Hull, our Interim Minister, 215-8220 and 
jane@fcc-bhm.org  

 A big Thank You to the Hands of the Carpenter for 
taking care of several "round to it’s" at the church 
this past month. They have replaced the under 
cabinet lighting in the sacristy, put up the cabinet 
toe kicks on the new cabinetry in the office 
workroom, and painted the senior pastor's office. 
This ministry is always willing to help when need; 
thank you again for being true servants for the 
ministry of Christ. 

 Does it seem like your clock, calendar and watch 
are on Fast Forward? Men’s Fellowship is just 
around the corner - Monday, February 25, and, as 
per usual, we have another fine meeting planned. 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
 

 
CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 

Sunday, February 17 

Preaching and Pouting 

                  Jonah 3-4             
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OUTREACH MOMENT: BACKPACK BUDDIES 
For the past year and a half, we have participated 

in Backpack Buddies, a program sponsored through 
Vineyard Family Services. As part of this program, we 
provide food bags for 40 children at Vincent Elementary 
School. Why Vincent Elementary? Vincent Elementary has 
the highest percentage of students (73%) on free or 
reduced lunches because they live in poverty. The bags of 
food that we furnish are given to the 40 neediest children 
as identified by the guidance counselor. We KNOW these 
children need the food; they are at high risk of going 
hungry over the weekend without the food we provide 
them.  Each bag contains food that an elementary aged child 
can open and prepare alone because many of these children 
have limited adult supervision. The bags generally contain 
two boxes of juice or milk, cereal, crackers, snacks, fruit 
cups, and two canned meals (pasta, soup, etc.). The cost to 
feed one child per month is $45. If you would like to 
sponsor a child, you may do so by giving $45 per month 
(September through May) to FCC Outreach, Backpack 
Buddies Fund. Carole Rudd is our Backpack Buddies’ 
Coordinator. Please contact Carole or me if you have any 
questions.  

The children involved in the Backpack Buddies 
program are very appreciative of the food and the support 
which they receive.   This is a sample of a thank you written 
by one of the children.  First Christian Church’s support of 
this program is so important.  Thank you for feeding the 
children of our community. 

“January 29, 2013. Dear Church Family, My name 
is Shyanne. I just wanted to say thank you for the food.  I 
really like everything in my sack each week.  It really helps 
me and my family get through the weekend.  Thanks so 
much.  Love, Shyanne.” 

Carole Rudd & Charlotte Brammer, Outreach Chair 
  

  
BLESSING BOXES 

Did you receive a gift box at the Christmas Service? This 
box is to be recycled as a Blessing Box. Please let us know 
if you would like to have one?  
     Peggy & Charles Daniels, Blessing Boxes-Outreach Mission 

 
 
 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Do you like to cuddle babies and toddlers?  We are 

looking for a few more good people to help in the nursery 
every other weekend until we can hire an attendant to fill 
this position.  With enough volunteers, this would work out 
to once a quarter. 

If you are interested in helping please contact Deb 
Carpenter at 602-9717. 

 
 

THE DISCIPLES  
Sunday, February 17 
Clothed With Christ 
Colossians 3: 5-17 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  


