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IN THE MEANTIME 

 Lent is upon us – a time to reflect.  We say the 
words, “Create in me a clean heart, O God.”  But what does 
that really mean?  As we are travelling through this season, 
would you make a point to spend some time each day in 
Bible study, prayer, and contemplation?  If you are 
interested in a good, on-line, Lenten devotional series, 
check out www.d365.org.  This is a daily devotion that is 
supplemented with beautiful music, giving you thoughts 
and prayers for your quiet time. 
 Rachel Held Evans is a favorite blogger of mine.  In 
her latest installment, she has listed 40 ideas to help make 
the most of this season reflection, penitence, and 
preparation.  In the next few weeks, I would like to share a 
few with you.  This week:  Five Questions To Ask Yourself 

1. When I wake up on Resurrection Sunday morning, 
how will I be different? 

2. Is there a habit or sin in my life that repeatedly 
gets in the way of loving God with my whole heart 
or loving my neighbor as myself?  How do I address 
that habit over the next 40 days? 

3. Is there anyone in my life from whom I need to ask 
forgiveness or pursue reconciliation? 

4. Instead of “what can I give up,” ask “what will I 
add?”  Could you add stillness, more giving to those 
in need, more prayer, more intentional time with 
God?  Could you choose to intentionally be a part of 
Sunday morning Bible study at church? (My 
addition!) 

5. What practical steps can I take to carve out time for 
daily contemplation? 

I hope this will be a meaningful season for you, as we 
grow together in our faith.  I look forward to seeing you 
Sunday.  Jane 
 

 

 TOILETRY DRIVE FOR BIRMINGHAM’S HOMELESS 

Through Feb. 24, we will be collecting the following toiletry 
items for Birmingham’s Homeless: travel size shampoo, 
conditioner, body wash or soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
dental floss, gum, hand sanitizer, first-aid kit items, new 
socks (for men and women), hats, gloves, sunscreen, 
feminine care products, and non-perishable snacks (granola 
bars, crackers, etc.).   All items can be left in the bin by the 
Outreach table.  

I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is 

to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in 

any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether 

living in plenty or in want. I can do all this through Him who 

gives me strength. Phil. 4:12-13(NIV)  

                           Charlotte Brammer, Chair, Outreach 

 

 
MEN’S FELLOWSHIP GATHERING 

Monday, February 25 at 6:30 pm 

Men’s Fellowship, Monday, February 25 at 6:30 pm.  We will 
have our Medical/Health Forum featuring distinguished 
Men of Medicine to discuss health issues and answer your 
questions.  Bob Frederickson, MD., and David Hamilton, MD. 
(Retired), will be our headliners.  Come and learn.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
LENTEN SERMON SERIES 

The Way of the Cross 
 
February 24    
Psalm 27                                                                     “Interrobang” 
In our Christian walk we are constantly faced with rich 
tensions, such as fear and faith, or doubt and trust.  How is it 
possible to balance these seemingly opposite experiences, so 
that we can grow as Christ followers? 
 
March 3           
Luke 13:1-9                                                        “Taking Up Space” 
Life is full of things we don’t understand.  It is easy to place 
the blame on other people or other circumstances.  Jesus 
refutes blame and instead asks the question, “Are we bearing 
fruit, or do we need to be pulled up?”  
 
March 10        
Luke 15:1-32                                            “The Power of Blessing” 
We all know the characters found in the story of the prodigal 
son – the father, the older brother, the younger brother, 
even the pigs!  Is there a new insight that we can gain, even 
from a very familiar story? 
 
March 17        
John 12:1-8                                                   “An Extravagant Gift” 
Jesus is God’s gift to us.  What gift do you bring during this 
season? 
 
Holy Week 
March 24                                                                     Palm Sunday   

Choir Easter Cantata 
 
March 28                                                            Maundy Thursday 

Tennebrae Service of Darkness 
 
March 31             Easter Sunrise Service   

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be 
glad in it. 
 
March 31                         Easter Worship

John 20:1-18 
“Supposing Him To Be The Gardener” 

The resurrection of our Lord has arrived and we celebrate.  
But, what was it like for the women who went to the tomb 
that morning.  Was Mary mistaken when she mistook Jesus 
as the gardener? 

 
THE ADVENTURE NOOK FOOD DRIVE 

The Adventure Nook has been contacted by Oak Mountain 
Ministries requesting us to help them with a food drive.  
Requests for them to assist families in need, has more than 
doubled.  They depend on donations from people like us to 
help them to be able to help those in need.  We are so 
Blessed!  They are asking if donations could consist of 3-5 
non-perishable food items per family.  If you are able to 
help, please bring your food items to the church for 
distribution to Oak Mountain Ministries.  What a great way 
for us to teach our children about sharing!  Thank you for 
helping us to help others in our community.  Beth 

Patterson. 

 
SUNDAY'S ATTENDANCE 

WORSHIP                            140 
 

 



 
First Christian Church 
4954 Valleydale Road 
Birmingham, AL 35242 

 
 

                           

FIRST CHRISTIAN VISITOR (UPS 0195-880) IS 
PUBLISHED WEEKLY EXCEPT A WEEK IN DECEMBER 
AND A WEEK IN JULY, BY FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 
PERIODICAL POSTAGE PAID AT BIRMINGHAM, AL, 

35203.  POSTMASTER PLEASE SEND ADDRESS 
CHANGES TO:  FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH,  
4954 VALLEYDALE ROAD, BIRMINGHAM, AL 35242. 

 

Life In Our Community This Week 

Sunday, February 24 

Second Sunday of Lent 

9:00  Sunday School 
9:45  Fellowship Moment 
10:15  Worship Service  
11:15   A Moment of Prayer with Elders 
3:00  Bell Choir 
5:00  Children/Youth/Praise Kids 
6:15  Snack Supper 

 Monday – Thursday 

9:30 – 1:30 The Adventure Nook Preschool 
          Monday, February 25 

7:00   Men's Bible Study 
6:30   Christian Men’s Fellowship 

Tuesday, February 26 

9:45  Chapel 
10:00  Women’s Bible Study 
12:00 noon Caring & Sharing meet at  

Jeff State Culinary School 
Wednesday, February 27 

6:30  Choir Practice 
7:30   Easter Cantata Rehearsal 

Thursday, February 28 

7:00  Advocates Bible Study 
GRACE NOTES 

� Our sympathy is expressed to Barry and Susan 
Storer and their family upon the death of Ellen 
Edwards.  Ellen is Barry’s sister and resided in 
England. 

� Olivia Wurner is progressing very well towards her 
recovery.  Here is a note of appreciation from 
Olivia to her church family:  Thank you so much 
for all your prayers, cards, phone calls and visits 
from my wonderful church family.  You are a 
wonderful congregation and are truly what we are 
supposed to be as you are witnesses of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  Sincerely loving, Olivia Wurner. 

� The children involved in the Backpack Buddies 
program are very appreciative of the food and the 
support which they receive.  This is a sample of a 
thank you written by one of the children:  Dear 
Church Family, my name is Shyanne.  I just wanted 
to say “thank you” for the food.  I really like 
everything in my sack each week.  It really helps 
me and my family get through the weekend.  
Thanks so much.  Love, Shyanne. 

� Congratulations to Joshua O’Shields, who signed a 
full baseball scholarship to Wallace State.  Joshua is 
a senior at Oak Mountain High School.  He is the 
son of Tammy and Doug O’Shields, and the 
grandson of Carolyn Goodall.   

� Congratulations to Kyle Andrich and Kari Stark on 
their engagement.  They are to be married in 
October, 2014 in Atlanta, Georgia. 

� We have a cell phone number and Email address 
for Jane Hull, our Interim Minister, 205-215-8220 
and jane@fcc-bhm.org  
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CARING AND SHARING 

Tuesday, February 26 at 12:00 noon 

Our February gathering will be at Jeff State Culinary School 
Café on the Valleydale Road campus.  It is the first building 
on the left when you turn off of Valleydale Road at Spain 
Park and Jeff State entrance. Go through the double doors at 
the front. I have made reservation for 12:00 noon on 
Tuesday, February 26 and will need to give them a count as 
soon as I hear back from each of you.  They can give “quick 
service” to any of you who work and need to get back 
quickly.  Please respond so I can count you in!  Kathey Long. 

 

 

TWENTY-FOUR HOUR PRAYER VIGIL 

The Twenty-Four Hour Prayer Vigil begins at 9:00 pm on 
Thursday, March 28th and ends at 9:00 pm on Friday, March 
29th.  Please sign-up on the sheet in the narthex. 

 
 

EASTER HYDRANGEAS 

There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex for you to purchase 
a hydrangea in memory or in honor of a loved one.  The 
cost of each hydrangea plant is $20.00. 
 
 

BLESSING BOXES 

Matthew 6-26 NIV Look at the birds of the air; they do not 
sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly 
Father feeds them. We enjoy watching the birds at a feeder 
on our deck. The cardinals are especially pretty this time 
of year. The hummingbirds are also nice in the summer, 
but the male guards his feeder. Dear God, Help us to share 
our love, time, and possessions with others. Especially help 
us to share your word with those who hunger to know 
you. In Jesus name, Amen.   

Peggy & Charles Daniels, Blessing Boxes-Outreach Mission 

 

 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Do you like to cuddle babies and toddlers?  We are looking 
for a few more good people to help in the nursery every 
other weekend until we can hire an attendant to fill this 
position.  With enough volunteers, this would work out to 
once a quarter.  If you are interested in helping please 
contact Deb Carpenter at 602-9717. 

 

 
Have you “liked” the church Facebook page?  Search for 
First Christian Church of Birmingham. Great pictures and 
thoughts for the Lenten Season. 

 
THE DISCIPLES  

Sunday, February 24 

Spiritual Disciplines for New Life 

Colossians 4: 2-6, 17 

 
CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 

Sunday, February  

The City Is No More 

Nahum 1-3   
 


