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A PERS0NAL WORD FROM YOUR PASTORS 
  First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) truly 
has been home for us over the past eight and a half years.  
You have nurtured us with your love, friendship and special 
hugs.  Together all of us have grown spiritually.  It has been 
a good match between pastors and congregation. 
  Now God has called us on the journey into 
retirement.  As we prepare to leave you, welcome Jane as 
your new Interim Pastor.  Be responsive to her guidance as 
you move forward into a wonderful future of serving the 
Lord. 
  Again, bless you all for what you have done for us 
and for this great church.  There is still work to be done.  
We pray that you will carry on as good and faithful servants 
of God. 
  Thank you for being you!  We look forward to 
hugging each one of you on Sunday, January 27. 
     God bless you, 
     Edd & Mary Pat 

 
 INVITED AND INVITING   

Our church is hosting a spiritual and educational event 
called “Invited and Inviting” on Friday, February 8 and 
Saturday, February 9.  The weekend gathering begins with 
a worship service on Friday at 7:30 pm.  Rev. Dr. William 
Willimon, former Bishop of the North Alabama Conference 
of the United Methodist Church will be preaching.  He is 
listed by Newsweek as one of the top twelve most effective 
speakers in the English-speaking world.  The nursery will 
be open.  The workshops on Saturday will be aimed at 
helping church leaders focus upon what it means to be 
“invited” and upon the mandate of the church to be 
“inviting” in all of its ministries.  The event is for all 
members and friends of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) in Alabama-Northwest Florida.   

 
YOUNG AT HEART  

January 23 
Young at Heart: A fun lunch just for you on January 23 is 
being planned around a Mardi Gras theme mystery game. 
Mystery guests, a stabbing, detective work, clashing 
personalities(all fictional, of course)and every one accused 
of being the murderer. All this and great food cooked by 
Jenny West {she will be in character too}. This Who Dunnit 
Mystery lunch is all fun for everyone. Sign up early, on the 
poster in the narthex so we can give you a character 
personality. Oh, by the way I am the Queen of the Krewe 
Pantheon, and a chatty beauty salon owner... and it's my 
party..See you there!   Janet Bonds. 

 
MEN'S FELLOWSHIP 

 January 28 at 6:30pm  
Mark your calendar for Monday, January 28 at 6:30 pm for 
our first Men's Fellowship.  Great food, great fellowship and 
great discussions.  We look forward to seeing  you! 

 
 

SUNDAY'S ATTENDANCE 
WORSHIP  170 

SUNDAY SCHOOL    73  

 

 

 

NEW INTERIM MINISTER 
 It is with great pleasure that I share that the 
Search Committee and the Mission Council unanimously 
approved the calling of Reverend Jane Hull as our interim 
senior minister.   
  It was a pleasure to have Reverend Hull in worship 
on Sunday and I hope you had a chance to meet her and 
welcome her to the First Christian Church family.  
 Reverend Hull's first Sunday in the pullpit will be 
February 10th but she will represent our church at the 
regional event being held at our church on Friday night, 
February 8th and Saturday, February 9th.  Reverend Hull will 
be serving our church on a part-time basis which means 
she will be in Birmingham at the church Sunday through 
Wednesday of each week.   
  The Search Committee asks for your prayers and 
asks you to contine praying for God's guidance as we 
continue the search process for our permanent senior 
minister.   
            Much heart, Beverly Baxter, Search Committee Chair. 
  

Having faithfully served our Lord together 
for 45 years, the Spencers' will retire. 

Please join our church family as we honor  
Reverends Edd and Mary Pat Spencer  
They will retire with God's blessings 

on 
Sunday, January 27, 2013 

Farewell Worship Service at 10:15  
with a Reception following at 11:30 

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
4954 Valleydale Road 

Birmingham, Alabama  35242 
(205) 991-5000 

 
A MEMORY BOOK FOR THE SPENCERS' 

As you know, our beloved ministers, Edd and Mary Pat, plan 
to retire as of Jan. 27, 2013. That morning will include a 
special worship service with guest participants followed by 
a farewell reception in the Family Life Center where 
everyone will have the opportunity to express their love 
and good wishes.  We plan to present the Spencers' with a 
Memory Book at the Reception. Each FCC family is 
encouraged to pick up a page for the Memory Book from 
the Narthex Table on which you can write a personal 
message to Edd and Mary Pat.  (One page per family 
please.)  Return your family’s page to the church by 
January 20, so that the book can be compiled before the 
reception.  A basket for the completed pages will also be 
available on the Narthex Table.  Questions can be directed to 
Ann Langley, 980-1827.   

 
 LOVE GIFT FUND FOR SPENCERS' RETIREMENT 

A fund has been opened to accept love gifts for the 
Spencers as we celebrate their retirement from ministry.  If 
you would like to give to this fund, please place a check in 
the offering plate (or mail it to the church) and indicate 
“Spencer Love Gift” on the memo line.  This fund will 
remain open until January 25th, as we will present the gift 
to the Spencers on their last Sunday in worship with us as 
our pastors. If you have any questions, please contact Libby 
Carpenter. 
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Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, January 20 

9:00  Sunday School 
9:45  Fellowship Moment 
10:15  Worship Service   
11:15   A Moment of Prayer with Elders 
4:00  Bell Choir Organizational Meeting 
5:00  Children/Youth/Praise Kids 
6:15  Snack Supper 

 Monday – Thursday 
9:30 – 1:30 The Adventure Nook Preschool 
          Monday, January 21 
7:00   Men's Bible Study 
10:00  Staff Meeting 
6:30  Mission Council 

 Tuesday, January 22 
9:45  Chapel 
10:00  Womens Bible Study 
6:30  Caring and Sharing 

Wednesday, January 23 
10:00  Young At Heart at church 
6:30  Choir Practice 

Thursday, January 24 
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 

Sunday, January 27 
10:15  A Celebration of Ministry 

 

GRACE NOTES 
 We celebrate that the Aids Community Center in 

Ensley has been named the “Langley Center” in 
memory of Laura Langley and in honor of Jim 
Langley.  Edd and Mary Pat along with other 
speakers helped dedicate the Langley Center on 
Friday, January 11. 

 Appreciation is expressed to Jerry Wallace, David 
Hamilton and Bob Smith who fixed the lights in the 
Sacristy.  Now the Communion Preparers have 
more light as they prepare the Light of the World 
for Holy Communion. 

 Even on a day filled with clouds and rain the 
Columbarium Service for Gordon Goodall was 
beautiful. 

 January 27 will be like Homecoming as we all will 
have the opportunity to greet friends and members 
that we have not seen in recent years. 

 Congratulations to Barbara Carpenter for receiving 
the Character Award for the 8th grade class. 

 Seventeen young people and adults will be 
celebrating the life of Christ at the Resurrection 
Event in Gatlinburg, TN this weekend. 

 Our appreciation is expressed to Gary Franklin for 
installing the new handicapped and visitor parking 
signs. 

 
CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 

Sunday, January 20 

Love So Amazing  

                  Hosea 11-1              
 

THE DISCIPLES  
Sunday, January 20 

                                   Gaining in Jesus Christ 
Philippians 3: 7-11 
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TECHNOLOGY REFRESH 
Computers are everywhere!  They are in our cars, our 
offices, and in our telephones.  I even have computers in 
my hearing aids!  However, those that seem to give us the 
most grief are the one(s) in our homes.  Every day they are 
becoming more and more integrated into our lives, 
whether we like it or not.  The Mission Council of First 
Christian Church is considering offering classes on how to 
cope with and manage your home computer(s) so that the 
computer can become a tool to aid us rather than being a 
mysterious, cantankerous box weighing us down.  We will 
start our church project by conducting a survey of the 
congregation to see if there is sufficient interest in honing 
our collective computer skills.  After analysis of the 
completed survey, if there is enough interest in this subject, 
we would plan to acquire dedicated computer hardware to 
be used for in-house computer classes.  These classes 
would be very small, probably as few as four students at a 
time, ideal for just two couples or one family.  They would 
be held in the Farkas Room and last approximately 60 to 90 
minutes each and, of course, be offered multiple times. 
 Each individual class syllabus would be tailored to fit the 
results of the survey.  There would be no charge to the 
students that participate in the classes.  However, if you'd 
like to help in defraying the cost of the computers to the 
church, it would be very much appreciated.  Be thinking 
about your needs in this area and be on the lookout for the 
survey. It will be coming soon.  In order for the classes to be 
tailored to each individual's needs, it is important (but not 
required) that you put your name and contact information 
on the survey questionnaire.  Let's get our knowledge of 
technology refreshed and expanded!  Respectfully 
submitted, 
                                        Bob Browning,  Chair, Membership Mission 

 
MUSIC NOTES 

It's that time again!  Or Easter Cantata will be Palm Sunday, 
March 24, 2013.  We will begin practicing on Wednesday, 
January 30 at 7:30 pm in the Sanctuary.  If you like to sing 
but can't put choir on your schedule, come for the next 
nine weeks and sing in our Easter Cantata.  Also, Bell Choir 
is starting up again and we are looking for new ringers.  
The Organzational meeting is this Sunday at 4:00 pm and 
we will be rehearsing at 3:00 pm starting January 27, after 
Edd and Mary Pat's reception. Come have fun and 
fellowship while making wonderful music. Our 
performance will be sometime in May during worship 
service. 

 
 

INSTALLATION   
All church officers, Deacons, Mission Chairs and committee 
chairs  will be installed this Sunday in worship. We are 
blessed to have great leadership in the church for 2013. 

 
 

THE TAN CIRCUS 
Come one come all to The Adventure Nook Circus!  The 
circus will be held Tuesday, January 29 at 12:30.  Mother's 
Day Out  Children will be spectators for this exciting event.  
All parents, grandparents, and friends are invited. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD TO IMPORTANT MEETINGS IN 
JANUARY 

Worship Mission Tuesday, January 8 at 6:30pm 
Finance Council  Tuesday, January 8 at 6:30 pm 
Elder Gathering  Monday, January 14 at 6:30 pm 
Pastors Cabinet  Tuesday, January 15 at 6:30 pm 
Mission Council  Monday, January 21 at 6:30 pm 

 

Having Faithfully Served Our Lord Together 
For 45 years, 

The Spencers Will Retire. 
 

Please Join Our Church Family As We Honor 
 

REVERENDS EDD & MARY PAT SPENCER 
 

They Will Retire With God's Blessings 
On 

Sunday, January 27, 2013 
 

Farewell Worship Service at 10:15 am 
With A Reception Following at 11:30 am 
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