
     First Christian Visitor                  

“Where the Grace of God Awaits You.”    
visit us at : www.fcc-bhm.org or call us at: 991-5000 

VOLUME  5  NUMBER 01 January, 01, 2013 

AN AFTER CHRISTMAS THOUGHT 
Christmas is about two decrees and two thoughts.   
The first decree was issued from the court of Augustus, 
Emperor of Rome, the most powerful man alive.  He 
decreed that the world should be enrolled for tax purposes, 
and his soldiers saw to it that his word was obeyed.  The 
names of all Roman citizens and subjects were entered in 
Caesar's book.  The second decree was issued not from a 
human court but from the court of heaven.  It declared that 
God planned for all people to be enrolled in another book – 
The  Book of Life.  Unlike Caesar's book, this book would 
not be transient but eternal. On that first Christmas night, 
to those living at that time, it must have seemed like all 
might and power belonged to Augustus.  History has 
handed down a different verdict.  Caesar in Rome 
represents the transient. The baby resting in his mother's 
arms represents the eternal.  Praise be to God.  May we 
center our attention and lives on the book that will last 
forever – The Book of Life. 

 

INVITED AND INVITING 
February 8 – 9 

Our church is hosting a spiritual and educational event 
called “Invited and Inviting” on Friday, February 8 and 
Saturday, February 9. This follows many of the 
transformation events in the past held at our church that 
changes the lives of people.  The weekend gathering begins 
with a workshop service on Friday at 7:30 pm.  Rev. Dr. 
William Williams, former Bishop of the North Alabama 
Conference of the United Methodist Church will be 
preaching.  He is listed by Newsweek as one of the top 
twelve most effective speakers in the English-speaking 
world.  The nursery will be open.  The workshops on 
Saturday will be led by Rev. Dr. William Williams, Rev. 
Mickey Johnson the owner of the Tennessee Valley Press 
and other leaders in the church.  These workshops will be 
aimed at helping church leaders forcus upon what it means 
to be “invited” and upon the mandate of the church to be 
“inviting” in all of its ministries.  The event is for all 
members and friends of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) in Alabama-Northwest Florida.  Please support this 
wonderful moment to get excited about being a church that 
invites others to the life of living with the Lord.   
 

 FCC COLUMBARIUM UPDATE  
We are delighted to share that this spring a second wall of 
niches will be added to the FCC Columbarium in our lovely 
outdoor worship center.  Almost all of the existing 48 niches 
have been reserved by members of our congregation.  So to 
insure that we will be able to accommodate any planned or 
unanticipated needs in the future,the Columbarium 
Committee, with the endorsement of the Mission Council, is 
making plans to construct a second identical wall of niches 
on the opposite exterior rear wall of the church.  In 
addition, thanks to a memorial gift from Marquita Sebastian 
and Bill Watts’ expertise, a new outdoor sound system has 
been installed so everyone will be able to hear whenever 
our outdoor worship center is used.  A special thank you to 
Barry Storer and Nickey Rudd for getting the bricks for the 
new wall, and to the group of strong men who unloaded 
them.   And thanks in advance to Ron Owens who will help 
with construction as soon as the niches are received.  As 
you make resolutions for the New Year, and if you have not 
yet made your end of life plans, now would be a good time 

to do so.  You can give no better gift to your loved ones than 
to make such plans so they won’t have to make decisions 
for you while grieving.  If you would like to consider the FCC 
Columbarium for your final resting place, please ask the 
Church office or a member of the Columbarium committee 
for the necessary paperwork.  Niches in the new wall can 
be reserved now for $1500 each or $2500 per couple. 
Contact Jim or Ann Langley, Jim Baxter, Clarissa Harms or 
Jack Kennedy with questions or to obtain the reservation 
forms. 

 
A MEMORY BOOK FOR THE SPENCERS' 

As you know, our beloved ministers, Edd and Mary Pat, plan 
to retire as of Jan. 27, 2013. That morning will include a 
special worship service with guest participants followed by 
a farewell reception in the Family Life Center where 
everyone will have the opportunity to express their love 
and good wishes.  We plan to present the Spencers' with a 
Memory Book at the Reception.  Each FCC family is 
encouraged to pick up a page for the Memory Book from 
the Narthex Table on which you can write a personal 
message to Edd and Mary Pat.  (One page per family 
please.)  Return your family’s page to the church by 
January 20, so that the book can be compiled before the 
reception.  A basket for the completed pages will also be 
available on the Narthex Table.  Questions can be directed to 
Ann Langley, 980-1827.  In addition to a gift from First 
Christian Church, which will include in part the provision of 
niches for each of the Spencers in our Columbarium, 
individual donations to our Love Gift can be made.  Checks 
can be made to “FCC” and noted for “Spencer Love Gift.”  Our 
collective Love Gift will be presented with the Memory 
Book at the Reception Jan. 27.   Thank you for helping us 
send the Spencers into retirement with God’s blessings. 

 
Having faithfully served our Lord together 

for 45 years, the Spencers' will retire. 
Please join our church family as we honor  

Reverends Edd and Mary Pat Spencer  
They will retire with God's blessings 

on 
Sunday, January 27, 2013 

Farewell Worship Service at 10:15  
with a Reception following at 11:30 

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
4954 Valleydale Road 

Birmingham, Alabama  35242 
(205) 991-5000 

 
 LOVE GIFT FUND FOR SPENCERS' RETIREMENT 

A fund has been opened to accept love gifts for the 
Spencers as we celebrate their retirement from ministry.  If 
you would like to give to this fund, please place a check in 
the offering plate (or mail it to the church) and indicate 
“Spencer Love Gift” on the memo line.  This fund will 
remain open until January 25th, as we will present the gift 
to the Spencers on their last Sunday in worship with us as 
our pastors.  If you have any questions, please contact Libby 
Carpenter 
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Life In Our Community This Week 
  Life In Our Community This Week 
  Sunday, January 6 
9:00  Sunday School 
9:45  Fellowship Moment 
10:15  Worship Service   
11:15   A Moment of Prayer with Elders 

 Monday – Thursday 
9:30 – 1:30 The Adventure Nook Preschool 
          Monday, January 7  
7:00   Men's Bible Study 
10:00  Staff Meeting 

Tuesday, January 8 
9:45  Chapel 
10:00  Womens Bible Study 
6:30  Finance Council  
6:30  Worship Mission 

Wednesday, January 9 
6:30  Choir Practice 

Thursday, January 10 
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 

 
GRACE NOTES 

 Congratulations to Abby Raney, granddaughter of 
Susan and Barry Storer who graduated on December 
19, 2012, from Bellermine University, Louisville, KY. 

 Congratulations to Katie Penn, who completed a 
Nursing Degree on December 11, 2012 and will begin 
working at Children's Hospital in February. 

 Congratulations to Daniel Penn, who graduated 
from the University of Alabama with a  double major in 
Civil and Construction Engineering on December 15, 
2012. 

 Congratulation to Luis Carreras, who graduated 
from UAB with a Computer Science Degree on 
December 15, 2012. 

 A special thank you to Jim Clifford for leading the 
Memorial Wreath service during worship Sunday, 
December 23.  That special time to remember the loved 
ones from our church family who went to be with Jesus 
this year and were being missed during the holiday 
season was a blessing to all the families involved.  We 
hope to make that special service a new Advent Season 
tradition at First Christian Church.   

 Our gratitude is expressed to Peggy Daniels and her 
helper Charles Daniels for the wonderful Christmas Day 
Worship Service.  What a great gift to celebrate the 
greatest gift of all – the birth of Jesus. 

 Barry and Susan Storer have said yes on being the 
new co-chairs of the Evangelism Mission. 

 Dear Christian Friends,  How faithful you are to 
visit me, pray for me and bring Christmas presents.  The 
goodie bag and beautiful poinsettia are deeply 
appreciated. May God's riches blessings be on you 
during this holiday season.  In Christian Love, Norma 
Baker. 

 Our joy is with Sarah and Jason Hammontree, who 
dedicated their child Cooper on Christmas Sunday 
during worship. 

 Our gratitude and praise is expressed to our young 
adults who led us in worship on the last Sunday of the 
year. 

 We celebrate that Bebe Randall, Samantha Horne, 
Amanda Hatcher and Adyson Hatcher were baptized on 
Christmas Sunday. 
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GRACE NOTES CONTINUED 
 A memorial Service for Gordon Goodall will be in 

the Prayer Garden and Columbarium on Sunday, January 
13 after morning worship. 

 Our joy is with Susan Hales and Tom Scales who 
were married on Saturday, December 29. 

 Installation Service for new officers and mission 
chairs is Sunday, January 20 during morning worship. 

 A word of appreciation, Members and friends of 
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  We are 
truly blessed with your Christmas gift to each one of us.  
The  gift of joy, encouragement, and a new sense of 
blessing in serving you at First Christian.  Your 
generosity reflects God's love.  God bless you, Your 
Church Staff. 

 
THANK YOU DISCIPLES SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

 Thank you so much for your donation of $355.00 to Owens 
House. We will use these funds for victim services.  The 
trauma experienced by children in our society became all 
too real with the vivid reports, video, and photos from 
Newtown, Connecticut recently.  Sadly, in the United States 
each day, 3-4 children die as a result of child abuse and 
neglect.  More that  ¾ of these children are under the age of 
five!  Hundreds of thousands of children are abused and 
neglected each day, typically by someone they know.  The 
survivors, from preschoolers to teens, often experience 
lasting results.  Intervention such as counseling and 
support are critical for these children and their caregivers.  
 After serving in this field for 20 years, I have seen  
impact of abuse, neglect and child deaths on other 
“caregivers” – the first  the responders:  the police officers 
and investigators, the EMTs, firefighters, social workers, 
counselors, forensic interviewers, prosecutors.  Owens 
House strives to provide these wonderful folks support and 
a place to vent, cry, laugh, or sit in silence.  We are honored 
to work daily with men and women in these positions. 
  The greatest among you will be your servant.  For 
whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever 
humbles himself will be exalted.  Matthew 23:11-12 NIV 
  Thank you for supporting Owens House financially 
in these endeavors.  Please continue your prayers for the 
safety children, wisdom and patience for parents, and 
resilience for the “other caregivers.” 
   Sincerely,  Cindy Greer, Executive Director 
 

BIBLE STUDIES 
Begin the new year in God's Word.   

 Monday Morning Men's Bible Study  
 7:00 am in the Farkas Room 
 Tuesday Morning Women's Bible Study  
 10:00 am in the Ann Gandy Room 
 Thursday Night Advocates Bible Study for Men and 

Women at 7:00 pm in the Farkas Room 
 

CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 

Sunday, January 6 

You Married a What? 

Hosea 1-3 

 
THE DISCIPLES  

Sunday, January 6 



                                       Proclaiming Christ 
Philippians 1: 15-26 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTENTION ALL MISSION CHAIRS 
There will be a Pastors Cabinet to look at programing for 
the year on Tuesday, January 15 at 6:30 in the Farkas 
Room.  All Mission Chairs are encouraged to attend as we 
plan activities and programs for the church in 2013. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  
General Assembly of the Christian Church  

(Disciples of Christ)   
July 13-17, 2013 
Orlando, Florida 

Orange County Convention Center, site for General 
Assembly worship, business and education events. 
Information about General Assembly registration, event, 
hotels and meal funcations in now available at: 
www.disciples.org; click on General Assembly. 

 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD TO IMPORTANT MEETINGS IN 
JANUARY 

Worship Mission Tuesday, January 8 at 6:30pm 
Finance Council  Tuesday, January 8 at 6:30 pm 
Elder Gathering  Monday, January 14 at 6:30 pm 
Pastors Cabinet  Tuesday, January 15 at 6:30 pm 
Mission Council  Monday, January 21 at 6:30 pm 

 

Having Faithfully Served Our Lord Together 
For 45 years, 

The Spencers Will Retire. 
 

Please Join Our Church Family As We Honor 
 

REVERENDS EDD & MARY PAT SPENCER 
 

They Will Retire With God's Blessings 
On 

Sunday, January 27, 2013 
 

Farewell Worship Service at 10:15 am 
With A Reception Following at 11:30 am 
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4954 Valleydale Road 
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