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 A WORD FROM YOUR PASTORS 
 An airplane flying from San Francisco to Los 
Angles had to stop in Sacramento for a forty-five 
minute delay.  Everybody on board was mad.  The 
flight attendant understood their anger and 
encouraged the passengers to get off the aircraft for 
thirty minutes to stretch their legs. 
 Everybody got off the plane except one man 
who was blind.  He had flown this flight before, and 
his Seeing Eye dog lay quietly underneath the seat in 
front of him.  The pilot approached him and said, “Sir, 
we are in Sacramento for almost an hour. Would you  
like to get off and stretch your legs?”  The blind man 
replied, “No thanks, but maybe my dog would like to 
stretch his legs”. 
 Picture this:  All the people in the gate area 
were stunned when they looked up and saw a pilot 
wearing his sunglasses walking off the plane with a 
Seeing Eye dog!  People were trying to change 
planes as quickly as possible. 
 How easily we can be misled by appearances.  
Circumstances can be interpreted in so many ways. 
 We must remember that the Lord does not 
see as we see.  He is not concerned by the outward 
appearance.  The Lord looks at the heart. 
 God wants to remake us with the Spirit of 
Christ living within us and holiness at the core of our 
being.  We are Disciples of Christ and something new 
lives inside of us because God's presence lives there. 
 You see, when Jesus lives in your heart, the 
outside appearance really doesn't matter. 
                God bless you, Edd and Mary Pat  
 

                                    

 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Theme: “Go Deep With God” 
Date:  Monday, July 23 – Friday, July 27 
Time:  9:30 am – 11:30 am 
Age:  Children age 4 through 5

th
 grade  

  
Invite:  Your neighbors and friends as the  
  children “Go Deep With God” in  
  Operation Overboard! 

 
   BLESSING BOXES 

Have you ever tried to determine your greatest 
blessing? Surely salvation through Jesus Christ is the 
greatest blessing, but a close second is hope. In 
Psalm 62:5, we read: “Find rest, O my soul, in God 
alone; my hope comes from Him.” We are blessed to 
be able to rely on the rest, the peace, we find in God. 
Remember to share the blessing of hope with others 
by contributing generously to your blessing box. 
Remember, all monies collected will benefit the 
Salvation Army Angel Tree and our own Carly Fund.  
Charlotte Brammer, Chair ,Outreach. 

 
GOD'S PROMISES 

We live in a world of broken promises with one 
another.  But when God makes a promise, He fulfills 
it.  He is the ultimate promise keeper.  And the greater 
the problem or struggle, the greater the promise from 
God's Word. 
 

 
HEADLINE:  GOD LOVE REVEALED  

Thru “Facets of the Heart” 
Have you ever seen the "Facet of a Heart?" I have, 
firsthand - here at FCC. Through your generous "Gift 
of Love" - God revealed a Facet of Your Heart. The 
hearts at FCC shine brilliantly - much like diamonds. 
My heart has been enriched, blessed and touched by 
your gift of love for the purchase of a new car. Your 
gift will not only allow me to continue the ministry God 
has given me here at FCC, but also open doors for 
me to be used of Him "outside the walls" of our 
beautiful church. My heart and life are much like rocks 
that are being honed and crafted by Gods hands...into 
a diamond. My hope is that I shine for Christ as well, 
and touch hearts and lives with the ministry He has 
given me.   
 I still get teary-eyed when I think of how God 
took one facet of your heart and allowed it to shine so 
bright and beautifully, and with such clarity! I am 
forever grateful to God and His peoples that He used 
a Facet of Your Heart to share His love, and minister 
to me.    
 I have been "Blessed" by God's peoples while 
here at FCC, but there are so "MANY" Facets of the 
Heart YET to be revealed. I can only imagine... 
 Jesus said - “When you have done it unto the 
least of these my children...you have done it unto 
Me!”  I love you all! In Him, David Brasher.  
              Gal. 2:20 - "HE LIVES" 

  
YOU ARE INVITED 

As Disciples of Christ we celebrate the Holy 
Communion every Sunday.  May the following 
invitation call us together again this Sunday around 
the Lord's Table: 
 

 This is the Welcome Table of our Redeemer, 
 and you are invited.  Make no excuses, 
 saying  you cannot attend; simply come, for 
 around this table you will find your family. 
  
 Come not because you have to but because 
 you need to. Come not to prove you are 
 saved, but to seek the courage to follow 
 wherever Christ leads.  Come not to speak but 
 to listen, not to hear what is expected, but to 
 be open to the  ways the Spirit moves among 
 us. 
 

 So be joyful, not somber, for this is the feast of 
 the reign of God, where the broken are 
 molded into a Beloved Community. 
 And where the celebration over evil's defeat 
 has already began.   
 
 

CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 
Sunday, July 15

th 

The Life of Paul 

 

SUNDAY'S ATTENDANCE 
WORSHIP 101 

http://www.fcc-bhm.org/


First Christian Church 

4954 Valleydale Road 

Birmingham, AL 35242 
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Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, July 15 

9:00  Sunday School 
9:45  Fellowship Moment 
10:15  Worship Service   
10:30   Worship & Wonder 
11:30   Outreach Mission Meeting 

Monday, July 16 
7:00   Men's Bible Study   
10:00  Staff Meeting 

 Tuesday, July 17  
10:00    “Loving Well” Ladies Summer Study 
7:00  Elder Calls 

Wednesday, July 18 
6:00  Personnel Committee Meeting 
  Thursday, July 19 
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 
 

GRACE NOTES 
 Dear First Christian Family,  I wanted to thank 

you all so much for everything you did for our 
family on the day of Laura Langley's Memorial 
Service.  You couldn't have been more 
gracious, more loving, more supportive, more 
comforting! The food was amazing – a true 
outpouring of love. Your caring and 
compassion were warm and wonderful, and 
your sympathy and understanding mean a lot 
to us.  I'd also like to say thank you for the 
love and grace you showed to my parents and 
my sister and brother-in-law.  I know how 
important it is, as we travel through our lives 
on this side of heaven to walk with the support 
of a good congregation of believers, and I feel 
very blessed to know that my family in 
Birmingham has that!  Thank you for all you 
did, and for all I know you are still doing to be 
there for my loved ones.  In Christ, Beth Knorr. 

 Thank you so very much for the lovely 
memorial service your church provided for my 
niece,Kimberly E. Burton.  A special thank you 
to Libby and Mack for all they have done for 
the Burton family and in the wonderful food 
prepared for us all.  Billy & Vicky Burton. 

 Our gratitude is expressed to Claradel 
Holcombe for her wonderful ministry of 
sharing our history with us in the Visitor over 
the past two years.  God bless her! 

 Our prayers are with Judy Powers, Jane 
Belcher, Carly Chandler, Beth Erwin, Jamey 
Mann, and Jean Nicholson. 

 

THE DISCIPLES 
Sunday, July 15th 

Solomon Judges With Wisdom and Justice 
1 Kings 3:16-28; 2Chronicles 9:8  
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CHURCH HISTORY CONTINUED 
The Outreach Mission asked us to bring new or gently 
used books to share with the children in local 
elementary schools. The goal was to collect twelve 
hundred books suitable for kindergarten through third 
grade. We were also reminded to contribute 
generously to our blessing boxes, the money to be 
used to provide Christmas presents for the Salvation 
Army Angel Tree children. The boxes would be 
collected on October 30 and November 6, 2011. 
 Children were encouraged to wear their 
Halloween costumes to The Adventure Nook Fall 
Festival on the evening of October 20. There were fun 
games to play and a raffle table with many items to be 
won, including two paintings donated by Carole Rudd. 
Children enjoyed wrapping Edd with tissue in the 
"Mummy"room. 
 On the first Sunday of December moderator 
Hugh Henderson called a congregational meeting, 
after morning worship to approve nominating 
committee reports, the proposed new 2012 budget 
and any other new business. Following the meeting 
we adjourned to the Family Life Center for our all- 
church Christmas dinner. On that Sunday the CYF 
also began accepting donations to "Spread the Light" 
of Christ in honor or memory of a loved one. These 
donations would enable them to spread the light on 
their 2012 mission trip to Lexington, KY. 
 The following Sunday the choir presented the 
Christmas cantata "Lead Me Back to Bethlehem".  
The beautiful music with narration was about 
rediscovering the joy peace and love of Christmas. 
 We were so grateful to Dr. Thomas McWane 
Allison for restoring the wonderful bell system given 
by his parents, Helen and Tom Allison, in memory of 
Helen's parents, Mr. and Mrs. A.T. McWane. They 
gave the bell tower and bell system in the summer of 
1997, and the system worked off and on over the next 
nine years. Now, thanks to Dr. Allison, the beautiful 
bells would once again proclaim the love of Christ 
through their  
music 
 The Young-at-Heart group gathered at the 
home of Janet Bonds on December 21 for lunch and 
carol singing, accompanied by David Brasher at the 
piano. 
 There were the usual two services on 
Christmas Eve, the early contemporary service and 
the late traditional service. Both services offered 
Christmas music, Holy Communion, and both ended 
with singing "Silent Night" by candlelight. Christmas 
Day worship began at 9:00 am. and featured a 
Christmas message, the blessing of toys and Holy 
Baptism. 
 


