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 A WORD FROM YOUR PASTORS 
 A few weeks ago we had a wonderful Blessing of 
the Pets service.  At that service someone shared this 
question, “What is the difference between a cat and a 
dog?”.  Their answer was that a dog thinks you are the 
center of the universe and a cat thinks it is the center of 
the universe. 
 That is a cute answer but it is wrong.  It is that 
none of us is the center of the universe. Only God is at 
the center, and may we give Him all of our love and 
praise.  To God be the glory forever and ever. 
        God bless you, Edd and Mary Pat  
                                 
“GO DEEP WITH GOD”, UNDERWATER ADVENTURE 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
JULY 23 – 27  

9:30 am – 11:30 am 

We invite all fish who have completed PK 4’s- 5th grade 
to join us for fun. Small groups will rotate through 
stations including recreation, snacks, science discovery 
and Bible stories.  The cost is $15.00 for the first child 

and  $10.00 for 2ndand 3rd children of the same family.  
There is no charge for the children and grandchildren of 
volunteers.  Scholarships are available for those in need. 
We need more fish to add to our “school”.  You are 
welcome to invite friends to attend. Don’t forget to 
register. Forms are in the narthex.     
  

GOING FISHING 
In the gospel of Mark we read, “As Jesus walked beside 
the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.  
'Come, follow me,' Jesus said, 'and I will make you fishers 
of men.' At once they left their nets and followed Him. 
(Mark 1: 16-18).  Going fishing is something God is 
calling us to do.  One fishing method is called “inviting.”  
Perhaps more than any other single thing, if persons in 
our congregation could double or triple the number of 
invitations they give, it would increase our fishing 
success incredibly.  Therefore, since our Vacation Bible 
School is focused around fish and God's beautiful 
underwater world, may we all go fishing and invite 
children 4 years through 5th grade to Vacation Bible 
School.  The Vacation Bible School program and teachers 
are set and ready to go.  It will be a great underwater 
experience of diving into God's Word.  All we need is 
more children.    So go out and invite a child to the 
Vacation Bible School.  This is an essential ministry in 
helping our church grow in spirit. 

 
 YOUNG-AT-HEART  Wednesday, August 1 

How about a movie date? All you YOUNG-at-HEART let's 
ride the bus to the McWane Science Center and see not 
one, but two movies.. on the huge IMAX screen. Rescue 
and The Last Reef will be fun movies to watch,learn, and 
enjoy. After the movie we will eat lunch at NIKI's West. 
Our movie date is August (Wednesday) the 1st. Sign up 
in the narthex and bring a friend. More details on the 
sign up sheet. Don't we all love a movie date? Janet 

 

 

MEMORIAL BLOOD DRIVE IN HONOR OF 
LAURA LANGLEY 

Saturday, August 25 
10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Ross Bridge Town Hall Welcome Center 
Please join us for a Memorial Blood Drive in loving 
memory of Laura Langley.   
 Hope we can count on your help! Laura would 
be so happy about this effort to replenish the blood 
supply that was used to try to save her life this summer. 
UAB used over 50 units of blood for our Laura. Together 
we can help others in Laura's memory! 
 Please save the date and spread the word! We'll 
remind you again as the date gets closer.  
                                          Thank you all, Jim and Ann 
 

HANDS OF THE CARPENTER 
Sawing, nailing, plumbing, painting, tile laying, 
carpentering, installing, repairing, wiring, replacing!  
Tired and/or sweating, yet? Just a few of the tasks that 
the Hands of the Carpenter have been performing for 
OUR Pleasant Grove neighbors during the past several 
weeks. We have also taken time to share the Message 
with the residents of these homes as we continue to get 
them back to living in their homes. Lots of work remains 
and we will keep you posted. Please let us know if there 
is something that we might assist you with.    You can 
visit us on Facebook on the following link. 
https://www.facebook.com/firstchristianoutreach 
 

I HAVE LEARNED 
 Next week the children will be learning more 
about God and Jesus in Vacation Bible School.  Below are 
some of the things we have all learned in life. 
 I have learned that you cannot make someone 
love you.  All you can do is be someone who can be loved.  
The rest is  up to them. 
 I have learned that either you control your 
attitude or it controls you. 
 I have learned that it isn't always enough to be 
forgiven by others.  Sometimes you need to learn to 
forgive yourself. 
 I have learned that sometimes when I am angry I 
have the right to be angry, but that doesn't give me the 
right to be cruel. 
 I have learned that it is not what you have in 
your life but who you have in your life that counts. 
 I have learned that maturity has more to do with 
types of experiences you have had and what you have 
learned from them, and less to do with how many 
birthdays you have celebrated. 
 I have learned that you can keep going long after 
you can't. 
 I have learned that money is a lousy way of 
keeping score. 
 I have learned that in Christ it has taken me a 
long time to become the person I want to be. 
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Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, July 22 

9:00  Sunday School 
9:45  Fellowship Moment 
10:15  Worship Service     
10:30   Children's Worship & Wonder 
11:15   A Moment of Prayer with Elders 

  Monday, June 23 
7:00   Men's Bible Study 
9:30 – 11:30 Vacation Bible School 
  “Go Deep With God” 

Tuesday, June 24 
9:30 – 11:30 Vacation Bible School 
  “Go Deep With God” 
7:00  Elder Calls 

Wednesday, June 25 
9:30 – 11:30 Vacation Bible School 
  “Go Deep With God” 

 Thursday, June 26 
9:30 – 11:30 Vacation Bible School 
  “Go Deep With God” 
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 

Friday, June 27 
9:30 – 11:30 Vacation Bible School 
  “Go Deep With God” 
 

GRACE NOTES 
 Your gift of love helped me purchase an Infiniti 

G35 – Pearl White in color – Beautiful and a “gift 
from God”.  I am so grateful and thankful you 
gave to help make it possible to continue my 
ministry.  “And my God will meet all your needs 
according to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus.” 
Philippians 4:19.  “You” each have truly been a 
blessing and each of “You” not only show the 
Love of Christ...but share it as well at First 
Christian...Where the Grace of God Awaits You...  
David Brasher. 

 The church has shared with David special gifts 
toward the purchase of a new car so that he can 
share his ministry of music with others.  We will 
dedicate his new car after worship on Sunday, 
July 22. 

 Our fifth Sunday Pot Luck will be on Sunday, July 
29 after worship service.  Please bring a dish to 
share.  Fellowship mission will supply drinks, 
paper products, and flatware. 

 Mission Council will meet on Monday, August 20 
at 6:30 pm. 

 Our prayers are with Jamye Mann. 
 God bless the members and friends of First 

Christian Church in your wonderful ministry of 
outreach to Birmingham and around the world. 
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Lanyards for Name Badges 

 The First Christian Church lanyards have finally 
arrived and are ready for distribution.  Though they 
were designed with the ladies in mind since they usually 
don’t have pockets, they are available for all.  The lanyards 
have a pull-apart clip at the back of the neck that makes 
it easy to put on and take off without having to place it 
over your head.  Some of the existing name badges have 
clips that do not swivel.  If so, a new swivel clip must be 
placed on the backside of your name badge.  Remove the 
old clip just by pulling it off.  You might have to scrape 
off a little of the spongy stuff as well.  Place the new clip 
roughly one-third down from the top center of the back 
of the name badge.  Point the opening of the clip up to 
attach it to your new lanyard.  
 It would be a good idea to separate your new 
lanyard from the badge at the end of our services.  You 
can put the badge back in your usual place so you’ll 
know where to find it the next Sunday. Then hang the 
lanyard on one of two pointy things on either the top or 
bottom rod.  Since all of the lanyards are alike, it won’t 
make any difference which lanyard you pick up the next 
week. 
 One hundred lanyards were ordered and 
received.  Barbara Carpenter and I gave out between 40-
50 last Sunday.  We hope these lanyards will encourage 
us all to wear our name badges.  Even Edd has indicated 
he will wear his badge.   
                    Bob Browning, Membership Mission 
 

ONA-RUTH POT LUCK LUNCH 
Sunday, August 19 

Ona-Ruth women's group will be hosting a great pot-
luck lunch on Sunday, August 19 with our guest speaker. 
Rev. Russell Fountain.  We will meet immediately after 
worship in the Family Life Center.  All women are 
invited along with their friends for this fun and 
informative time together.  Mark your calendars today!  
RSVP to:  Linda Byrd at byrdroy@aol.com or 980-0727 
or Barbara Ray at barbara.ray@willowplace.com or 991-
7424. 
 

THE DISCIPLES  
Sunday, July 22nd  

A King Acts on a Widow's Behalf 
2 Kings 8: 1-6 

 
CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 

Sunday, July 22nd  

The Life of Paul 

 
SUNDAY'S ATTENDANCE 

WORSHIP 130   
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