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A WORD FROM OUR PASTORS  
 There is a wonderful legend of John the apostle, 
the last living disciple of Jesus.  There was a gathering of 
the church and the worship leader asked, “Does John 
have anything to share with the gathering?” Slowly John 
made his way to the pulpit and said, “Love one another,” 
and then he sat down.  The leader stood up and said, 
“Brother John, is there anything else you would like to 
tell us?” Again, with great effort, John came to the pulpit 
and said, “Love one another.”  And he sat down. 
 When the meeting had ended, a young man in 
the congregation approached him and said, “Brother 
John, why do you continually say that we should love one 
another?”  And John smiled and said, “Because, Son, if we 
would do only this, it would be enough.” 
 In a fragmented world of stress, war, shootings, 
anger, and sin perhaps the missing ingredient is the 
commandment which Jesus and his disciple John shared 
many years ago, that we simply love the Lord and love 
our neighbor as ourselves.  Just think what the world 
would look like if we really loved one another. 
   God bless you, Edd & Mary Pat 
 

THE DEBBIE BLUE PANTRY 
Did you know Debbie Blue? As a member of First 
Christian, Debbie demonstrated her love for others, 
especially for children, through giving of her time and 
talents. She participated in all summer activities, from 
Vacation Bible School to camps. She loved children so 
much that she worked at KinderCare all week and still 
volunteered regularly to keep the church’s nursery. This 
lovely red-head was proud of her Scottish heritage and 
followed the habit of other “good Scots” by showing 
generosity to others. Thanks to generous donations from 
Neil and Libby Blue, as well as others, Debbie’s 
generosity will continue. You can learn more about 
Debbie Blue and FCC’s efforts to follow Jesus’ command 
to “Feed my sheep” (John 21:17). The Outreach Mission 
hopes everyone will join us on Sunday, August 19th, 
when we formally dedicate The Debbie Blue Pantry.   
  

BACK TO SCHOOL! 
Reading, ‘riting, and ‘rithmetic… that’s right, it’s time to 
get those kiddies ready for school! Did you pick up a 
backpack to stuff? If so, remember to return it by August 

12th so that the school children will have them for the 
first day of school. If you missed out, contact Charlotte 
Brammer, 913-5521. We hope to stuff a total of 80 
backpacks for children at Inverness, Oak Mountain, and 
Vincent Elementary Schools. We’re also collecting specific 
teacher supplies: paper towels, hand sanitizer, Chlorox 
wipes, Ziploc bags (quart and gallon sizes), Kleenex, 
Crayola markers, #2 pencils, Expo dry erase markers, 
healthy snacks (NO candy or cookies, please), and 100% 
juice boxes.  Children also need athletic shoes, sizes 
12,13/youth 3, 4, 5. They also need children’s socks and 
underwear suitable for elementary school children 
(primarily kindergarteners). We will be collecting these 
over the next several weeks.  All of our Back to School 
supplies will be blessed during worship on August 12th . 

OPERATION OVERBOARD – A GREAT SUCCESS! 

 If you were around the church last week you felt 
the excitement in the air as 43 children and 34 
volunteers made their way  to the various  stations. First  
stop was to Ocho Cove where they met with our Diver 
Chief and  Ocho ( our orange octopus friend) . Here they 
engaged in conversation about going deep with God. In 
the Cove they also got to sing some awesome songs led 
by a funny bald red-headed lobster and his friend Mrs. 
Fish. They were some pair. After their time in the Cove, 
the children were off in their various fish groups where 
they experienced  the Underwater Passage, here they 
saw and experienced Bible stories from the Old and 
Testament. Next, they visited the Exploration Station 
where they were involved in science activities that 
connected to Bible lessons for each day. As they rotated, 
the children participated in Recreation time and, of 
course, paid a visit to our famous Divers Diner where 
even the snacks symbolized our sea scriptures. At the 
close of each day they returned to Ocho Cove to 
summarize what they have learned. Needless to say, a 
great time was had by all.   
 This week could not have been possible without 
the following volunteers who generously gave of their 
time, energy, talents and resources. We are so blessed to 
have so many dedicated members who love the Lord and 
love the church. Our VBS staff was: Janice Lamb and 
Donna Penn, Co-Directors; Clarissa Harms, Dive Chief; 
Cayla Corbin, voice of Ocho; Barbara Carpenter, Ocho; 
Judy and George Dudley, music leaders; Deb Carpenter 
and Stacy Cason, Underwater Passage leaders; Connie 
Tabb and Regena Varvoutis, Exploration Station leaders; 
Linda Hamilton and Gloria McWilliams, Orange Fish 
leaders; Virginia Nall and Olivia Wurner, Blue Fish 
Leaders;  Sandy Hamilton and Ginny White, Yellow Fish 
leaders;  Ann Horne and Virginia Guthrie, Green Fish 
leaders; Sarah Powell, Edith Carreras and Aylssa Lamb, 
Divers Diner leaders; Conlee Alderson and Paulette 
Farquhar, Recreation Station leaders; Kay Keith and 
Kathy Murphy, Decorators; Janet Bonds, Lucille Leaman, 
Kathie Owens, June Pryor, Peggy Daniels, and Jakie 
Qualls,  Registration team;  and Julie Henderson, floater. 
Additional helpers included: Edd Spencer, KC Horne, 
David Hill, Shine Guthrie, Jennifer Powell, Layla Stern, 
and Lloyd Smith. Much appreciation to everyone who 
made this a week to remember. Truly, FCC is a church 
where children are nurtured and thrive. Thank you All! 
 

HOMECOMING SUNDAY 
Circle your calendar for Homecoming Sunday on Sunday, 
October 7.  On this Sunday we will celebrate our 138th 
year as a church in Birmingham.  We are grateful for our 
history and for Claradel Holcombe sharing about the 
history of the church in the Visitor over the past two 
years.  Homecoming Sunday will be filled with many 
wonderful  blessings.  Bob Franz, who served as interim 
minister of First Christian, will bring the message.  The 
service will also include the celebration of World 
Communion Sunday, Holy Baptism, and an outstanding 
Homecoming Dinner after church in the Family Life 
Center.  

http://www.fcc-bhm.org/
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Life In Our Community This Week 

Sunday, August 5 
9:00  Sunday School 
9:45  Fellowship Moment 
10:15  Worship Service     
10:30   Children's Worship & Wonder 
11:15   A Moment of Prayer with Elders 
          Monday, August 6 
7:00   Men's Bible Study 
10:00  Staff Meeting 

Tuesday, August 7 
7:00  Elder Calls 

    Wednesday, August 8 
6:30  Choir Practice 

 Thursday, August 9 
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 
 

GRACE NOTES 
 Please pray for Judy Dudley, who is recovering 

from having a heart catheterization proceedure. 
 Please pray for Carl Flock, who is recovering 

after having a urology proceedure. 
 Please continue to pray for Ally Nelson, Jamye 

Mann, Jean Nicholson, Judy Power, and Nell 
Thomas. 

 Choir Rehearsal begins again this Wednesday, 
August 1, at 6:30pm.  Please call the church 
office if you need the nursery for your precious 
little one.  Come join the choir and share in the 
praise of God through beautiful music. 

 
DISTRICT II GATHERING 

Our next District II Gathering will be on Sunday, August 
19, at First Christian Church in Tuscaloosa.  Registration 
and music by the Tuscaloosa FCC Praise Band will begin 
at 3:30 pm followed by the program at 4:00 pm.  
Reverend Sherry Birney, minister of Grateful Life 
Community Church in Huntsville, and some of their 
members, will present the program on “Homelessness.”  
Homelessness is a challenge for all churches – come and 
see what one church does to help those in that situation.  
The Roll Call of Churches will feature a “Ministry 
Minute” from each church present. 
 

HOLY BAPTISM 
Any child, youth, or adult who would like to be baptized 
should contact Edd or Mary Pat.  The next Pastors class 
begins on Sunday, September 9 at 4:30pm in the Library.  
Baptism will be on Homecoming Sunday, October 7.  
 

THE DISCIPLES  
Sunday, August 5th  

 Praise for God's Justice 
Psalm 146  

 
CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 

Sunday, August 5th  

The Life of Paul 
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OUTREACH UPDATE 
 The Outreach Mission met Sunday, July 15th

 
, to 

share actions and plans. We are thrilled by the 
congregational support for local outreach: Camp High 
Hopes, the Crop Walk, assistance for victims of 
apartment fires, The Carly Fund, The Debbie Blue Pantry, 
Backpack Buddies, IES Reading Program, Blessing Boxes, 
and other efforts are successful because of your support. 
THANK YOU!  
 We will continue to take your gifts to the local 
community and promise to be good stewards of your 
gifts. Are you interested in helping? Here are a few 
opportunities: 
 Backpack Buddies Coordinator. This person 
enlists the support of others (the Tuesday morning Bible 
study group has helped with this) to purchase, pack, and 
deliver 40 bags of approved foods to Vincent Elementary 
School. Sandy Hamilton did this last year and is willing 
to answer any questions you may have. If you’re 
interested in serving as the BPB Coordinator for the 
upcoming school year, please contact Charlotte Brammer, 
913-5521. This is fun and rewarding! 
 Adopt-a-Backpack. It’s time to adopt-a-backpack! 
On Sunday, July 29th, we distributed backpacks and 
school supply lists. We have purchased 80 backpacks 
that need to be stuffed with specific school supplies for 
students in three local schools: Inverness Elementary, Oak 
Mountain Elementary, and Vincent Elementary.  We’ll also 
be collecting teaching supplies and healthy snacks. Pick 
up your backpack to stuff and/or a list of needed 
supplies and approved snacks. 
 Socks, Shoes, and Underwear. Elementary school 
children often need shoes, socks, and clean underwear. 
We’ll be collecting these items over the next few weeks. 
Our school partners tell us they need children’s athletic 
shoes, sizes 12, 13/youth 3,4, 5. They also need 
children’s socks and underwear suitable for elementary 
school children (primarily kindergarteners). We will be 
collecting these over the next several weeks.  “Truly I tell 
you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” Matt. 25:40 
(NIV).  Charlotte Brammer, Chair, Outreach Mission             
 

IS IT CHRISTMAS YET? 
Not quite, Virginia, but Christmas will be here before we 
know it! Remember to count your blessings by adding to 
your blessing boxes so that Salvation Army Angels will 
know when Christmas comes this year. As a reminder, 
half of the “blessings” will go toward The Carly Fund as 
well. “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you 
have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” Hebrews 
13:16 ESV      

SUNDAY'S ATTENDANCE 
WORSHIP  154 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 63  

 


