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THANKFUL BEFORE THEY WERE PROSPEROUS 
 Thanksgiving is one of our most distinctly 
American holidays.  Few countries in the world have 
been able year after year to celebrate a day of 
thanksgiving under such consistently prosperous 
conditions as has the United States. 
 Yet this very prosperity obscures the real nature 
and secret of the thankful life.  More and more we have 
been associating with material abundance.  We take 
pride in America as a great nation because of her 
physical strength, which she draws from fertile fields, 
rich mines, and thriving industrial centers.  But that is 
not essentially why we are thankful.  Historically, there is 
no evidence tht the most prosperous nations have been 
the most grateful. 
 Our forefathers were thankful before they were 
prosperous.  The significant lesson of the origin of 
Thanksgiving is that the spirit which had made America 
great is one wherein the people have had the will to give 
thanks even in the face of adversity.  Imagine holding a 
day of thanksgiving in a settlement half of whose 
inhabitants had died within the first year.  The three days 
of festivity in that late fall of 1621 began with a church 
service for the fifty-five people surviving out of the 102 
who had landed at Plymouth a year earlier.  Fortunately, 
the worst was over.  They had won the friendship of 
neighboring Native Americans, who joined them in their 
celebration; and their food supply had improved. But it 
was still a lean and lonely environment. 
 The presence of the Pilgrims in that setting has 
greater significance when we realize that they believed 
God was with them.  Their lives were centered around a 
purpose.  They had some to the New World to worship 
God according to their convictions.  They were thankful 
because He had sustained them in their purpose. 
                    By. John R. Weinlick. 

 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Sunday, November 25 
Our congregational meeting is Sunday, November 25 
after morning worship.  Everyone is encouraged to be 
present as the business will include approval of the 2013 
Budget, report of the Nominating Committee, affirmation 
of the Search Committee and to approve the revisions to 
the Constitution that were approved by the Mission 
Council in June, and any other new business. 

 
COME AND DECORATE THE CHURCH 

Saturday, December 1 at 10:00 am 
Christmas is just around the corner.  Soon it will be time 
to decorate our sanctuary and narthex with Christmas 
trees, an Advent wreath, garlands, and lights.  Place on 
your calendar Saturday, December 1 at 10:00 am to come 
decorate the church for Advent and Christmas.  The 
decorations enable us to feel the presence of God in a 
special way during the holiday season. 
 

SUNDAY'S ATTENDANCE 
WORSHIP   142 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   71 

 

 

ALL-CHURCH CHRISTMAS DINNER  
Sunday, December 2 

The All-Church Christmas Dinner will be after morning 
worship on Sunday, December 2.  It will be a prime rib 
dinner.  The cost is $8.50 for Adults, $6.00 for children 5-
10 years old, and children under 5 are free.  Please make 
your reservation on the envelope in your pew.    Invite a 
friend for this great moment of fellowship with your 
church family during the holy season. The Bell Choir is 
planning a Christmas Concert that will be given in the 
sanctuary after our Christmas Dinner. We will be 
entertaining you with a number of secular Christmas 
carols. We are excited about being able to play for you 
and hope everyone will stay and enjoy the concert with 
us.  In Christ, Jan 
 

            

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR OCTOBER 
   This Month This Year  
Offerings Received $50,667.00 $371,979.62 
Offerings Needed $33,845.24 $345,738.52 
Expenses Incurred $37,327.60 $301,648.67   
Expenses Budgeted $26,331.41 $313,297.41            
Net Income (without TAN) $8,577.34 $   39,361.70 

 
A WORD OF GRATITUDE 

I am so grateful to bring you this report that shows our 
giving so far this year to be $26,000 over what was 
budgeted.  In all of my adult years, I do not recall giving 
of this level at our church, both the giving by our 
members to fund church programming and the giving 
by our church to the local and worldwide communities.  
This report does not even include thousands of dollars in 
outreach spending from designated gifts and fundraisers 
over and above our budget.  Not only does our bottom 
line look good, but our church property does too.  Earlier 
this year, our mission council approved spending 
approximately $48,000 for deferred maintenance items 
(paint, carpet, cabinetry, etc.) from designated funds, 
which is also not reflected in the bottom line above.  If 
you would like to see the detailed reports provided to 
Mission Council, please request a copy from the church 
office.  Praise be to God, who has richly blessed us all!  
Libby Carpenter, Finance Chair. 
 

MUSIC NOTES 
Please join the Chancel Choir, Danielle Alderson, Jim 
Clifford, Jim Baxter, and a host of shepherds, wise men, 
angel, and Mary and Joseph as we bring you the 
Christmas Story in music, story, song, and drama.  The 
Christmas Cantata this year is Sunday morning, 
December 16, during morning worship.  Rediscover the 
magic and mystery of Christmas through the eyes of a 
young shepherd boy as his older self recalls that amazing 
night that Jesus was born, when he as a little boy was 
helping his father in the fields.  This beautiful musical 
celebration weaves scripture, carols, and visual action 
into the shepherds story.  Come and worship the King of 
Kings. 
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Life In Our Community This Week 
  Sunday, November 25 
9:00  Sunday School 
9:45  Fellowship Moment 
10:15  Worship Service  
10:30   Children's Worship & Wonder 
11:15   A Moment of Prayer with Elders 
11:30  Congregational Meeting 
3:00  Bell Choir Rehearsal 
4:00  Pastors Class 
5:00  Children/Youth/Praise Kids 
6:15  Snack Supper 
  Monday – Thursday 
9:30 – 1:30 The Adventure Nook Preschool 
         Monday, November 26 
7:00  Men's Bible Study 
10:00  Staff Meeting 
6:30  Men's Fellowship 

Tuesday, November 27 
9:45  The Adventure Nook Chapel 
10:00  Ladies Bible Study 

Wednesday, November 28 
6:30  Choir Practice 
7:30  Cantata Practice 

Thursday, November 29  
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 

 
 GRACE NOTES 

 Brice Thornbury is now with Our Lord. Please keep 
Peggy and family in your prayers. The funeral will 
be in Ashland, Kentucky.  There will be a memorial 
service at the church at a later date. 

 Frances Gatewood is receiving therapy in 
Columbiana. 

 Thank you everyone for providing food for the 
Holcombe family. They especially loved the deviled 
eggs! 

 Blessings to all of you this wonderful Thanksgiving 
time of the year!  Saying “thank you” from all of 
our families and children that have been recipients 
of your generous gifts – snacks, shoes, Walmart 
cards, time spent reading,.....the list of items 
continues to grow and we all say, “bless you for 
everything!”  You are all the body of Christ and you 
live your faith for all to see and enjoy – bless you 
for being such good examples for all of us – we 
have so many children who have been blessed by 
your kindness.  We, here at Inverness are so very 
thankful for you – Happy Thanksgiving to each and 
evryone of you!  Much love and admiration, Karen 
Caldwell and all at Inverness Elementary. 

 All Sunday school classes, Bible Study groups, youth 
groups, and fellowship groups share your dates for 
your Christmas parties so that we can list them in 
the Visitor. 

 Eighteen people in our church are planning to go to 
the Appalachian Advent in Black Mountain, North 
Carolina in December. 

 Circle your calendar for a Christmas Open House at 
the Spencers on Sunday, December 16 from 2:00 
pm – 5:00 pm.  They look forward to everyone in 
the church attending this special moment together. 
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GRACE NOTES CONTINUED  

 The last Sunday of the year has normally been 
College Recognition Sunday.  But this year we are 
going to call it “Young Adult Recognition Sunday” 
with Collins Henderson Brown bringing the 
message along with our young adults serving as 
worship leaders. 

 Please make your reservation soon for the All-
Church Christmas Dinner on Sunday, December 2, 
after morning worship. 

 This year our Search Committee will light the 
candles on the Advent wreath. 

 If you have not made your commitment for 2013, 
please send in your Commitment Card before the 
end of the year. Together we can make a 
difference. 

 
 

A THANKSGIVING PRAYER OF REMEMBRANCE 
Almighty God with great thanksgiving we remember 
those who have shaped our faith.  We are grateful for 
the ancient prophets who dared to speak the truth in a 
time of broken loyalties; for the humble Nazarene 
invested with the power of miracles and life beyond the 
grave; for faithful apostles who carried Your word in 
spite of dungeon, fire, and sword; for builders of 
churches and teachers of children in the long centuries 
between them and now; for reformers and scholars who 
have perserved and purified the Bible; for our fathers 
and our mothers in the faith who laid the groundwork of 
our belief; and those who have built this church and 
provided for the work of the ministry in this place.  And 
continue Almighty God to use each one of us in this day 
to shape Your world to its final destiny of peace and love 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

CHRISTMAS FOR THE STAFF 
Christmas time is the time for gifts of appreciation and love. 
During the season of Advent, we will have a decorated 
Christmas box in the narthex for you to place your gift for 
the staff of First Christian.  Please note on your check that it 
is a “gift for the church staff.”  You may also mail your gift to 
the church, care of Fletcher Hamilton.  Please remember 
our staff and all the many extras that they have done for us 
this year.  We are fortunate to have them and appreciate 
their ministry to us.    
     Thank you, Fletcher Hamilton, Chair of the Personnel Committee 

 

 
CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 

Sunday, November 25 
        Basic Christianity by John Stott 

Man's Response 
 

THE DISCIPLES  
Sunday, November 25 

Paul Evangelizes in Rome 
Acts 28: 23-31 



                                           
MUSIC NOTES               
Can you believe Christmas is just around the corner? At 
least it is for the Bell Choir concert! We invite you to 
come and enjoy Christmas Carols played on the bells 
after our Christmas luncheon December 2, 2012. We will 
be playing in the sanctuary. Come join us and get your 
Christmas spirit on! The Chancel Choir will be giving 
their Christmas Cantata on Sunday morning, December 
16, 2012 during the 10:15 am worship service. Come 
join the Old Shepherd as he tells about the night when he 
was a boy and experienced a miracle. All participants in 
the cantata please be in the sanctuary Wednesday 
evening, December 5th at 7pm for our first all-together 
rehearsal. I'm excited, I hope you are! See you then.  In 
Christ,  Jan  

 
 

           
A RALLY CALL 

 The word “slogan” was originally a Gaelic word 
used as a rallying cry by Scottish Highland and Irish clans as 
an assembly signal prior to battle.   Slogan asked people to 
declare their loyalty and commitment to the clan, to 
demonstrate that commitment by standing ready to do 
battle on behalf of the clan. 
 In a very real sense our slogan “Where the Grace of 
God Awaits You”  serves the same function.  We need to 
continue to stand up and declare our commitment and 
loyalty to the church of Jesus Christ to share with our 
community and the world the grace and love of Almighty 
God. 
 And one way we demonstrate that commitment is 
by loving actions of sharing our financial commitments with 
Christ and His Church.  If you have not made your 
commitment for 2013, please send in your Commitment 
Card before the end of the year.  Together we can make a 
difference.  Let us lift up the significant truth of our own 
slogan, “Where the Grace of God Awaits You”, by opening up 
our hearts through word and deed. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday, November 25 -  Congregational Meeting after  
   Worship 
Sunday, December 2  -  First Sunday of Advent 
   All-Church Christmas Dinner 
Sunday, December 16 -  Christmas Cantata 
   Spencer Christmas Open House 
Sunday, December 23 -  Christmas Sunday and Holy  
   Baptism 
Monday, December 24 -  Christmas Eve Communion 
Sunday, December 30 -  Young Adult  Recognition Sunday,  
   Collins Brown Preaching 
 

 


