
     First Christian Visitor                  

“Where the Grace of God Awaits You.”    
visit us at : www.fcc-bhm.org or call us at: 991-5000 

VOLUME  4  NUMBER 44  November 6, 2012 

PUTTING GOD FIRST 
 A father promised his small daughter a bicycle if 
she became tops in her class.  However, as the school 
year drew to a close, he found her far from the top. 
 “I know you have the ability” the puzzled father 
asked, “So what have you been doing with your time?” 
 “Learning to ride a bike,” the little girl said. 
 Reversed priorities.  Have you ever done that – 
put first things last and last things first?  
 During this time of making our commitment to 
the church for 2013, may each one of us continue to put 
the church as a priority at the top of our list. 
 If you have not made your commitment for the 
new year please do so as soon as possible.  May we all 
put God first.  

 
THANK YOU FIRST CHRISTIAN, BIRMINGHAM 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 This morning I woke to the rustling of leaves and 
the coolness of the air.  A welcomed feeling and sound 
after a hard and hot summer, where all the wrong 
records were broken.  As fall arrives, I am mindful that 
many of you are busy with the final touches on your 
stewardship campaign, while also sharpening your 
pencils on the church budget.  As we do the same, I 
wanted to take a moment and say thank you! 
 Thank you for being a Top 100 Giving 
Congregation in 2012 in Disciple Mission Outreach 
Fund.  Your congregation shares in an important 
witness.  
 Disciples Mission Fund provides critical 
resources for orphanages, medical clinics, senior 
services, college scholarships, spiritual care, search and 
call, our three racial ethnic ministries, ecumenical 
conversations, financial support for faithful servants of 
the church with pastoral emergencies, leadership 
training, theological education, women's ministries, 
men's ministries, Camp and Conference, Disciples News 
Service, Disciples.org, congregational planning, 
stewardship education, the Office of the General Minister 
and President, our historical archives, and many, many 
more.   
 I look forward to a faithful and generous 2013. 
   Blessings, Todd A. Adams, 
 Associate General Minister and Vice President. 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States 
and Canada.   
 

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY 
WILSONVILLE FOOD PANTRY 

Jim and Penny Kovakas started the Wilsonville Food 
Pantry in December 2010. Almost two years later, it’s 
become a true blessing to many people in the Wilsonville 
area. Charles Daniels reached out to the Kovakas’ this 
week to see how we might assist them in feeding our 
neighbors. They need assistance with packing food bags 

on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of every month. Are you 
interested in helping? If so, contact Charles.  
 
 

WEEK OF COMPASSION SPECIAL OFFERING  

We all remember the devastation that many Alabamians 
felt following the April 2011 tornadoes that ripped a 
path across the entire state. Hurricane Sandy has left 
similar heartbreak for millions along the US East Coast, 
from North Carolina to New Hampshire, as well as part 
of Canada and parts of the Caribbean. The current death 
toll from Hurricane Sandy stands at 106 in the US, 2 in 
Canada, and 67 in the Caribbean. Millions are still 
without power, and they are facing very cold 

temperatures. On Sunday, November 11th, we will 
collect a special offering for Week of Compassion. 100% 
of all money collected will go directly for Hurricane 
Sandy Relief.   Charlotte Brammer, Outreach 
         

 
Operation Christmas Card        

How many leftover Christmas cards do you have in that 
special drawer at home? Would you like to do something 
special with them? Why not thank a soldier? 
Operation Christmas Card.   The web site address is: 
(http://www.operationchristmascard.org) and they are 
collecting cards with positive messages and heart-felt 
thank you's for our service men and women both here 
and abroad, including thousands of wounded soldiers.  

Do's and Dont's : 
 Do NOT seal the envelopes 
 Write supportive and encouraging notes 
 only 
 You may include email or mailing address  
 Stickers and glitter are OK 
 Envelopes may be decorated 

All cards will be collected in the Christmas box on the 
Outreach table in the narthex. Our deadline is  
November 11th so that cards can reach our soldiers for 
the holidays.   Charlotte Brammer, Outreach 

  
ALL-CHURCH CHRISTMAS DINNER 

Sunday, December 2 
The All-Church Christmas Dinner will be after morning 
worship on Sunday, December 2.  It will be a Prime Rib 
dinner.  The cost is $8.50 for Adults, $6.00 for children 5-
10 years old, and children under 5 are free.  Please make 
your reservation on the envelope in your pew.  The 
deadline for reservations is Wednesday, November 28.  
Invite a friend for this great moment of fellowship with 
your church family during the holy season. 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
We welcome by transfer of membership. 

Tommy and Susan Holloway  
3305 Tartan Lane,  

Birmingham, AL 35242.    
 

 
SUNDAY'S ATTENDANCE 

WORSHIP   137 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   81 

 
 

http://www.fcc-bhm.org/
http://www.operationchristmascard.org/
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Life In Our Community This Week 
  Sunday, November 11 
9:00  Sunday School 
9:45  Fellowship Moment 
10:15  Worship Service  
10:30   Children's Worship & Wonder 
11:15   A Moment of Prayer with Elders 
11:30  Ona-Ruth meet at church 
3:00  Bell Choir Rehearsal 
4:00  Pastors Class 
5:00  Children/Youth/Praise Kids 
6:15  Snack Supper 
  Monday – Thursday 
9:30 – 1:30 The Adventure Nook Preschool 
          Monday, November 12 
7:00   Men's Bible Study 
10:00  Staff Meeting 
6:30  Elder Gathering 

Tuesday, November 13 
 9:45  The Adventure Nook Chapel 
10:00  Ladies Bible Study 

Wednesday, November 14 
6:30  Choir Practice 
7:30  Cantata Practice 

Thursday, November 15 
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 
7:00  Ladies Bible Study 

 GRACE NOTES 
 Our sympathy is expressed to Chuck Erwin on the 

loss of his mother, Beth Erwin. 
 Please pray for Dick Burdette's son, Richard who 

was injured in an automobile accident. 
 This Sunday in worship we will remember our 

Veterans and those who served our country and 
secured our freedom.  David will play the songs for 
each branch of service and Veterans will stand 
when the song of their branch of service is being 
played. 

 Last week Jim and Ann Langley received the 
following communication from the Dean of the 
University of Alabama School of Social Work. "Your 
daughter was very highly regarded by our faculty 
and her fellow students. Indeed, at our September 
19, 2012 faculty meeting, we voted to establish the 
Laura Langley Social Justice Award that will be 
presented annually at the School's Honors Day to 
the student who most exemplifies the commitment 
to social justice that your daughter, Laura, 
demonstrated.  We all miss our Laura and are 
grateful for all the ways her short life continues to 
make such a meaningful difference to others.”  Also 
available in the Narthex is a journal entry written 
by Laura at age 15. Please take a copy.  It is an 
amazing insight of one amazing young lady. 

 Pastor class begins this Sunday at 4:00 pm in the 
Worship and Wonder room. 

 A special thank you to Tiffany Horne for her 
leadership with our Financial Peace University 
seminar.  It was outstanding, and so were you 
Tiffany! 
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LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday, November 18 -  Thanksgiving worship and 
   Dedication of Commitments 
Sunday, November 25 -  Congregational Meeting after  
   worship 
Sunday, December 2  -  First Sunday of Advent and 
   All-Church Christmas Dinner 
Sunday, December 16 -  Christmas Cantata 
Sunday, December 23 -  Christmas Sunday and Holy  
   Baptism 
Monday, December 24 -  Christmas Eve Communion 
Sunday, December 30 -  College Recognition Sunday  
 

HEAVENLY HUMOR 
Enjoy the following joyful thoughts that can lift your spirits 
to the Lord. 

 Rejoice that your names are written in heaven.  
Luke 10:20. 

 A smile confuses an approaching frown. 
 Joy is a flower that blooms when you do. 
 The Bible says that joy comes in the morning.  

However, it does not mention which morning.  
And until it shows up, God expects us to keep 
searching for the joy in today.  Bill Seavy. 

 Cheerfulness is what greases the axles of the 
world.  Don't go through life creaking.  
            H.W. Bylers. 

 Life is like a mirror – we get the best results 
when we smile at it.   

 Worry weighs a person down; an encouraging 
word cheers a person up.  Proverbs 12: 25. 

 Every time your smile at someone, it is an 
action of love, a gift to that person, a beautiful 
thing.  Mother Teresa. 

 Everyone smiles in the same language. 
 I have a tickle in my brain.  And it keeps 

making the corners of my mouth point 
towards the heaven.  Jeb Dickerson. 

 
THANK YOU FROM THE ADVENTURE NOOK 

The Adventure Nook Preschool would like to thank all who 
helped with our Fall Festival.  Pastor Edd and Jennifer 
Powell for hosting the mummy room for all who attended.  
It is always a “big hit”.  Pastor Mary Pat for helping to serve 
food, thank you to Jerry and Rita Wallace for also helping to 
serve food and assisting with the raffle, thank you to Lloyd 
for helping us tidy up.  Also, to Scott Jackson, for helping us 
with our Golden Flake Chips.  We always appreciate the 
support of our Tan Support Group (TANSG) chair, Amanda 
Boyles.  It was a very successful fundraiser and a good time 
with over 300 attending.  Thanks for all the support of the 
congregation.  TAN Staff. 

 
CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 

Sunday, November 11 
        Basic Christianity by John Stott 

Man's Need 

 

THE DISCIPLES  
Sunday, November 11 

Paul Sails for Rome 
Acts 27: 1-2, 33-44  

                                                                   
        
 

 

 



 

 

 

                 
                 

 
HELP AND HOPE FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

Sunday, November 11, 4:00-5:30 
 Anyone who has experienced a loss knows that 
grieving can be hard work.  Holidays and special days 
can make it more difficult.  We are offering a workshop 
that began last Sunday, Nov. 4 and now we offer it again 
this Sunday, November 11, 4:00 -5:30pm to learn some 
ways that may provide help and hope as we enter the 
holidays and face other special days.  It is open to 
anyone and everyone, but especially to those who have 
experienced a loss this year. 
 The facilitator will be Jim Clifford, who has been 
a pastor, bereavement coordinator and chaplain with 
hospice, and is certified with the Association of Death, 
Education, and Counseling.  Please plan to be a part of 
this opportunity and bring your friends and family. 

 
 

 

 
      
      

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


