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IN THE MEANTIME 
Jane Hull, Interim Pastor 

 As I write this column from my home in Huntsville, 
I can look ahead and know that in just four days I will be 
joining you in ministry.  I am so excited about the 
possibilities awaiting us during this time, and excited to be 
sharing this journey with you.   

So many people have helped make this an easy 
transition.  From our first contact, the Search Committee 
was so gracious as they shared their love for First Christian 
and their desires for this to be a church that reflects the love 
of God to the community.   

Mary Pat and Edd were very helpful, sharing a 
wealth of information with me.  We spent an entire 
afternoon together as they shared things such as policies 
and procedures, schedules, but, most importantly, they 
shared about you.  I heard stories of families, and got to 
know first-hand the spirit of this church.  They have loved 
First Christian and prepared you well for an interim.  As we 
journey together, know that I will spend a portion of each 
day praying specifically for each one of you.  During these 
first days and weeks, please continue to tell me your names 
as I work to remember all of them.   

I am looking forward to seeing you all at the 
Regional Conference over the weekend and again in 
worship on Sunday.  During the sermon, we will explore 
Paul’s words from 1 Corinthians 3:5-9.  What is God calling 
us to do during this time?  Come, let’s worship together, and 
chart our course for the future.  

 

 
 YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IN 2013 

The following are some wonderful opportunities to serve 
our Lord at First Christian in 2013.  Please choose one and 
notify Steve Pasky or Clarissa Harms.  All members of First 
Christian are encouraged to serve as a member of a 
Mission. 
Worship Mission: Responsible for all Sunday morning 
worship services and special services such as Christmas 
and Easter. 
Education Mission: Responsible for Sunday school of all 
ages, youth work and the total education program of the 
church. 
Evangelism Mission: Responsible for bringing new 
members into the life of the church. 
Fellowship Mission: Responsible for providing a social life 
and fellowship activities for the church. 
Administration Mission: Responsible for the financial 
program, maintenance of property and general 
administration policies for the church. 
Outreach Mission: Responsible for giving to the needy 
within Birmingham and throughout the world. 
Membership Mission: Responsible for care and nurturing of 
church members.  
  
 

A REGIONAL GATHERING IN THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
Rev. Dr. William Willimon,  Former Bishop of the North 
Alabama Conference of the United Methodist Church, will 
preach on Friday, February 8, at 7:30 pm, at First Christian 
Church, 4954 Valleydale Road, Birmingham 35242 
***There is no cost to attend this worship service.  A 
nursery will be provided.  Everyone is welcome! 

 

 
“Invited and Inviting” 

Saturday, February 9, 9:00 am – 2:30 pm 
Registration begins at  8:00 am 

at First Christian Church, Birmingham 
4954 Valleydale Road - 205-991-5000 

Tentative Guests and Workshops Leaders:   
Rev. Dr. William Willimon, former Bishop of North 
Alabama Conference of the United Methodist Church.   
Rev. Mickey Johnson, Minister at First Christian Church, 
Valhermoso Springs and owner of Tennessee Valley Press, 
Inc.   These workshops will be aimed at helping church 
leaders focus upon what it means to be “invited” and upon 
the mandate of the church to be “inviting” in all of its 
ministries.  

 
“INVITED AND INVITING” WORKSHOPS  

(Will be offered at 10:00 a.m., 11:15 a.m., and 1:00 p.m.)        

“Meet, Greet, and Hit the Streets”  
(led by Mickey Johnson - Farkas Room - #104)   

This workshop will give specific information to 
participants about how to promote the ministries of the 
congregation in the community.   

“Gossiping the Gospel: 
Discipling and Inviting in a Noisy World” 

(led by Division of Mission members – Gandy Room - #103) 
Participants will learn what Disciples of Christ 
congregations are doing well in many places and also what 
does not seem to work as well.    
 “Extending the Invitation: Using Your Gifts”  
(led by Fannie Ashley & Melissa Anderson – Chi Rho Room #203) 

There are gifts and talents that everyone has that are 
activated by the Spirit for the common good of your 
community of faith.                                      

“Whose Church Is It?” 
(Led by Carl Gebhardt - CYF Room #204) 

This workshop will explore the ideas of church identity and 
personal ownership of its mission  

“Led By the Spirit: The Gift of Hospitality” 
(Led by George and Judy Dudley - Seekers Room - #205) 

This workshop will take a look at the adventurous trip from 
“visitor” to “family.” 
“Getting Ready for Company: Impressions and Barriers”  

(Led by Diane Stephenson  - Insighters Room #202) 

This workshop will help congregations think about the 
need to prepare for visitors so that their first impression 
of the church will be positive and will lead to return visits. 

   “Whose Church Is It?”  
(Led by Carl Gebhardt - CYF Room #204) 

This workshop will explore the ideas of church identity and 
personal ownership of its mission.  There will be dialogue 
about the differences between our written 
definitions/mission statements and the realities in our 
congregations.  
    “Led By the Spirit: The Gift of Hospitality”  

(Led by George and Judy Dudley - Seekers Room - #205) 

This workshop will take a look at the adventurous trip from 
“visitor” to “family.” 
“Getting Ready for Company: Impressions and Barriers”  

(Led by Diane Stephenson  - Insighters Room #202) 

This workshop will help congregations think about the 
need to prepare for visitors so that their first impression 
of the church will be positive and will lead to return visits. 
 

http://www.fcc-bhm.org/
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Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, February 10 

9:00  Sunday School 
9:45  Fellowship Moment 
10:15  Worship Service – Jane's First Sunday 
11:15   A Moment of Prayer with Elders 
11:30   Pot Luck Lunch 
12:30  Ona-Ruth meet at church 
3:00  Bell Choir 
5:00  Children/Youth/Praise Kids 
6:15  Snack Supper 

 Monday – Thursday 
9:30 – 1:30 The Adventure Nook Preschool 
          Monday, February 11 
7:00   Men's Bible Study 
10:00  Staff Meeting 
6:30  Elder Gathering 

 Tuesday, February 12 
9:45  Chapel 
10:00  Ladies Bible Study 
   Wednesday, February 13 
6:30  Ash Wednesday Worship Service 
7:00  Choir Practice 
7:30   Easter Cantata Rehearsal 

Thursday, February 14 
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 

 
GRACE NOTES 

 Our prayers are with Olivia Wurner, who is 
recovering from surgery at UAB. 

 Our prayers are with Bill and Jakie Qualls.  Bill is in 
Palliative Care at UAB. 

 Please continue to pray for Chuck McWilliams,  
Garry Tyree, Dronnie Chandler and Daniel St. Clair. 

 The Adventure Nook would like to say, a great big 
“Thank you” to Jerry Wallace, for being our “clown 
announcer” for the circus.  We always appreciate 
the support shown by Jerry.  Thanks also, to all the 
spectators who took the time to come and watch 
the circus.  We had a great crowd! 
 

A STELLAR TRIBUTE! 
You all are to be congratulated for preparing and serving a 
first class reception for Edd and Mary Pat as part of their 
retirement Sunday.  The Carved Tenderloin of Beef cocktail 
sandwiches, Coconut Chicken Tenders, beautiful Strawberry 
Tree, Pork Kabobs, fresh fruits and scrumptious cheese 
selections plus other offerings made for a great tribute to 
Edd and Mary Pat, and represented First Christian Church 
very well for our guests.  You all deserve lots of kudos and a 
good rest after a hard, long weekend of work.  Bruce and 
Marian Moon, Kay Keith, Kathy Murphy, Mac Carpenter, 
Donnette Mee, Beverly Baxter, Art and Regina Varvoutis, 
Bob Smith and Nancy DeVore your contributions resulted 
in an exceptional reception and we all thank you. 
 

POT LUCK LUNCH 
Sunday, February 10  

Bring your favorite dish this Sunday, February 10th at 11:30 
am for a Pot Luck lunch.  Bring your favorite dish to share, 
and the church will provide paper products, tableware, and 
drinks.  Invite a friend as we celebrate the joy of the Lord in 
Christian Fellowship. 
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OUTREACH MOMENT: BACKPACK BUDDIES 
For the past year and a half, we have participated in 
Backpack Buddies, a program sponsored through Vineyard 
Family Services. As part of this program, we provide food 
bags for 40 children at Vincent Elementary School. Why 
Vincent Elementary? Vincent Elementary has the highest 
percentage of students (73%) on free or reduced lunches 
because they live in poverty. The bags of food that we 
furnish are given to the 40 neediest children as identified 
by the guidance counselor. We KNOW these children need 
the food; they are at high risk of going hungry over the 
weekend without the food we provide them.  Each bag 
contains food that an elementary aged child can open and 
prepare alone because many of these children have limited 
adult supervision. The bags generally contain two boxes of 
juice or milk, cereal, crackers, snacks, fruit cups, and two 
canned meals (pasta, soup, etc.). The cost to feed one child 
per month is $45. If you would like to sponsor a child, you 
may do so by giving $45 per month (September through 
May) to FCC Outreach, Backpack Buddies Fund. Carole Rudd 
is our Backpack Buddies’ Coordinator. Please contact Carole 
or me if you have any questions.  
             Charlotte Brammer, Outreach Chair 

 
 

MUSIC NOTES  
It's that time again!  Our Easter Cantata will be Palm 
Sunday, March 24, 2013.  We have already began practicing 
on Wednesday's at 7:30 pm in the Sanctuary.  If you like to 
sing but can't put choir on your schedule, come for the next 
nine weeks and sing in our Easter Cantata.  Also, Bell Choir 
is starting up again and we are looking for new ringers. We 
will be rehearsing at 3:00 pm on Sundays.  Come have fun 
and fellowship while making wonderful music. Our 
performance will be sometime in May during worship 
service.  Jan 

 
THE ADVENTURE NOOK FALL REGISTRATION 

Registration dates are as follows: 
February 5-6     In-house registration forms sent home 
February 7         In-house registration forms due 
February 7        Open Registration 10:00 am in the narthex 

 
FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY 

A sign-up chart for flowers for worship is in the narthex. 
Please sign up for flowers in honor or memory of a loved 
one or friends.  The cost is $50.00 for each arrangement, 
and you may take them home after the worship service. 

 
 

SUNDAY'S ATTENDANCE 
WORSHIP  102 

SUNDAY SCHOOL     63 

 
CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 

Sunday, February 10 

Patience and Pardon  

                                   Jonah 1 - 2            
 

THE DISCIPLES  
Sunday, February 10 

                                           Full Life in Christ 
         Colossians 2: 6-15 


