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Sunday, July 13, 5:00 PM—7:00 PM 
Join us on Sunday night, July 13, for a night of fun for all ages! The night will feature games - such 
as kickball, parachute play, and an inflatables. There will be face painting, great food, and               

exceptional music. Plan now to invite your friends, neighbors, and co-workers and bring your chairs 

and   blankets. This is a community event and we are hoping to share the good news of First       
Christian with our neighbors. Can you help? An event like this takes many, many volunteers. There 

are openings for set-up, cooks, game leaders and game players. Please invite your friends,         
neighbors, and people you may run into during the course of your day. This is an Evangelism        

Mission event. We hope to share it with our community. 

Vacation Bible School 2014 

July 21—25, 8:30 AM—12:00 PM 
Explore and experience how the ordinary becomes extraordinary with God!  The adventure includes 
music that will wow your ears, interactive Bible fun, super science, cool crafts, delicious snacks, great 
games, and more.  We will Imagine with God, Build with God, Grow with God, Work with God, and 
Walk with God.  On Friday, July 25, we’ll invite parents to join us at 11:30 AM for a musical         
performance from our children and to receive a special gift.  There’s no cost to register, so if you are 
age 3 thru completed 5th grade, make plans now to join us July 21-25 from 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
for VBS.  To register go to: www.fcc-bhm.org or call (205) 991-5000.  If you are interested in volun-
teering, contact  Leigh Ann Tatum at leightatum@bellsouth.net or Deb Carpenter at debcarpen-
ter131@bellsouth.net.   

http://www.fcc-bhm.org
mailto:leightatum@bellsouth.net
mailto:debcarpenter131@bellsouth.net
mailto:debcarpenter131@bellsouth.net
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=tTqvaVdipJroqM&tbnid=4utD936BcL-uIM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.tryfaith.org/faith-united-methodist-church-news-and-events&ei=BK6XU8PfFI23yASqzIJo&bvm=bv.68693194,d.aWw&psi
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=5g6Zkz2N4iWhNM&tbnid=xGBpIQfJM2eY7M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://scripturetreasures.com/&ei=3q2XU8TVJpKOyASs8oDQBg&bvm=bv.68693194,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNGwaYRpTW34nhARU6nuKO8HTPqpFg&
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
It is with much joy that we welcome these new members into our church family.   

 

Sheila Murphy 

2924 Berkeley Drive 

Birmingham, AL 35242 

410-440-2206 
 

R.E. and Mary Ann Nelson 

3592 Shandwick Place, 

Birmingham, AL 35242 

980-0622 

 

 

3rd Annual Laura Langley Memorial Blood Drive 
Saturday, Aug 23 

The 3rd Annual Laura Langley Memorial Blood Drive will occur on Saturday 
Aug 23, from 10:00 - 4:00.  The good news is that for the first time the 
Blood Drive will occur here at FCC!  Please mark your   calendars. If you 
are a regular blood donor, please try to time your summer donations so that you 
will be able to participate Aug. 23.  We also hope FCC members will help us 
spread the word by sharing emails, putting flyers in your neighbors'          
mailboxes and/or posting flyers or posters about the blood drive in area retail 
establishments.  The goal is to use this as an FCC Outreach  ministry.  We want 
to exceed the wonderful results of our previous blood drives by hosting this 

year's event in Laura's home church.  If you are willing to help by volunteering on Aug. 23 and/or by 
distributing publicity materials, please contact Ann or Jim Langley at 980-1827. 

ANY REQUESTS? 
 
Beginning July 6, Rev. Troy Tatum will preach 
a sermon series entitled, “Any Requests?”  This 
is your opportunity to ask questions or suggest 
topics or scriptures to be addressed from the 
pulpit.  You can email your questions or topics 
to Troy (troy@fcc-bhm.org) or leave them in 
the church office with our secretary, Chris 
McCayna.  You can also post your suggestions 
on the church's Facebook page.  We will not 
publish the names of those who make            
requests.  The deadline for submission is June 
29.  Thanks in advance for your help!  
 

TAN SUMMER FUN CAMP 

July 8,10,15 17 

The Adventure Nook Summer Fun Camp got off to 
a great start, with lots of fun enjoyed by all in the 
month of June.  And we are looking forward to the 
fun starting all over again in July.  We will be      
enjoying playground time, gym time, special art 
projects and music. We are excited to say we have a 
full house for the summer!!  
 
We still have a few openings for our Fall session 
that begins September 2, please help us by telling 
your neighbors and friends about our wonderful 
preschool. 
 
Thanks so much for ALL your support, 
TAN Staff 

mailto:troy@fcc-bhm.org
mailto:troy@fcc-bhm.org
http://www.facebook.com/fccbhm
http://www.facebook.com/fccbhm
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FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, BAXTER SPRINGS, KANSAS 
 
First Christian Church of Baxter Springs, Kansas has been sending the CYF (high school 
youth) on Habitat for Humanity mission trips since the early 1980's.  

 

I have watched young people pool their spending money to buy a basketball goal for a 
child in need, serve dinner at a homeless shelter, volunteer to ride in the van with no air-
conditioning, give their fancy dessert to a woman begging for change on a stoop, and hug 
and cry with the single mother who sees her completed home for the first time. We give 
our time and energy, but more importantly, the youth learn to give of themselves. Year 
after year I watch them get in the vans, rowdy and excited and anxious to "help people." 
They do help. They touch so many lives. But every year I watch them come home with a 
changed heart. And that is why we go. 

 

And we cannot thank you enough for your hospitality, you made us fee so very welcome.   

        Angela Burrows, CYF Youth Leader  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CAMP HIGH HOPES: A Little Rain Could Not Dampen Spirits! 
A little rain did not dampen a wonderful weekend for Camp High Hopes. We had 42 campers, special needs 
adult campers from group and private homes in Jefferson, Chilton, Talladega and Shelby County.  
 

Jim Langley oversaw the camp with love and appreciation for the help of his lovely wife, Ann. Garry and 
Twila Tyree helped get everything ready and passed out the Super Camper shirts. Deb Carpenter surprised 
and awed us with a quilt she had made from over 20 years of High Hope’s t-shirts. Thanks Deb, you are a 
wonderful and talented lady. A finger-lickin’ good “ribs and butts” BBQ supper (and a ginormous banana 
pudding) was prepared by Mack Carpenter assisted by Donnette Mee, William Mee and William’s friends. 
After eating and enjoying an Irish Dance performance lead by Champion Irish Dancer, Chelsea VonBartheld, 
we moved to the gym to dance to the music of our official Camp High Hope’s rock band. As usual, we were 
amazed at the energy and moves demonstrated by counselors and campers alike. Nurse Sharon Orazine in-
sured everyone took their medicine on time.   
 

On Saturday, Deb & Barbara Carpenter printed pictures Barbara had made in front of the quilt and had the 
campers design frames and mount their pictures in them. Jerry Wallace, Bob Lamb, Edd Spencer and others 
helped with the fishing. We had a big haul of fish this year. Ashley and Michael Chester remained dry after 
taking out campers in canoes. Pastor Troy made his debut leading in a sing-along of old time gospel and 
camp tunes. Edd, assisted by Teanna and Ty, again dazzled the crowd with his magic act. Ann Langley and 
Marian Moon set out the prizes and the campers competed in an all-out bingo game. And, ELVIS WAS IN 
THE HOUSE. We had a performance by “Elvis” and the Kool Kats, much to everyone’s enjoyment. We ended 
the day with a cool swim in the pool. 
 

FCC Counselors included: Twila & Garry Tyree, Donnette & William Mee, Mary Pat & Edd Spencer, Stacy & 
Teanna & Ty Cason, Sharon Orazine, Sandy & Fletcher Hamilton, Susan & Barry Storer, Kathie Owens, Ann 
& Jim Langley, Libby & Mack & Barbara Carpenter, Deb Carpenter, Shirley Naylor, Janice & Bob Lamb,   
Marian & Bruce Moon, Ashley & Michael Chester, Jerry Wallace, Ruby Reeves, Barbara Wyrosdick and Troy 
& Leigh & Luke & Riley Tatum. 
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A Message from Troy... 

 I remember distinctly the view from my office at the First Christian 

Church of Warrensburg, Missouri: a parking lot, and across the parking lot, a 

garage.  The church’s little outbuilding held the van, the lawnmower, a few 

ladders, some no longer used Christmas decorations, and Boy Scout Troop 

401’s camping gear.  The garage was probably fifty years old, and had been 

painted no less than half a dozen times in half a dozen colors.  I knew this 

because each color was partially visible from my office window, as great 

chunks of paint peeled off in different places, and never with the same fre-

quency.  The church featured a newly built and freshly dedicated Christian 

Life Center – a million dollar project – right beside this aging eyesore. 

 So I was thrilled one balmy August day when a young Hispanic man came into my office looking for a way 

to fulfill his court-ordered community service.  I didn’t know what he had done to receive the sentence, nor was I 

really all that curious.  I didn’t even ask for his name.  All I saw when I met him was a freshly painted garage.  So 

we got in my truck and went to the local hardware store, returning to the church armed with primer and paint and 

rollers and brushes.  I got him set up outside and went back to work in my office. 

 An hour or so went by and then Harlan showed up.  Harlan was one of our office regulars.  You could 

count on at least one visit a day from Harlan, and they were usually pretty interesting.  You see, Harlan liked to 

pick up strays…stray dogs, stray cats, stray people.  One day he would come in with his latest three-legged mutt or 

tailless tomcat, and the next with Karen, a large, disheveled, clearly bi-polar woman Harlan met at the senior cen-

ter, or Charles, one of Warrensburg’s more colorful street people.  Harlan would come into the office to say hello, 

make sure I wasn’t working too hard, and to introduce me to one of his new friends. 

 On this day Harlan came in by himself, just to check in on me.  He plopped down in my office and we 

made small talk about the weather, the Chiefs (folks in Missouri take their professional football seriously), the tri-

als and tribulations of caring for seventeen domestic animals, each with an ailment more grotesque and trouble-

some than the last.  Just as Harlan was going over the finer points of homemade feline prosthetics and why he 

couldn’t get the blasted thing to work, he stopped mid-sentence. 

 “Who’s that?” he asked, motioning towards my window. 

 “Just a kid that needed some community service.  I though it might be nice to get that garage painted.” 

 “Yeah,” he said.  “Awfully hot out there.” 

 We exchanged a few more pleasantries and he said goodbye.  I looked out my window, and there was Har-

lan, bringing a cup of ice water out to our young worker.  Harlan got in his van and left, and I went back to work. 

 A little while later, I looked up again as Harlan pulled back into the parking lot.  This time he had a cooler 

with him, filled with bottles of Gatorade and cans of Coke.  Harlan left again, and I left for lunch. 

 When I got back to church, I wasn’t even surprised when I saw Harlan and the young man sitting in lawn 

chairs underneath the shade of an old oak tree, enjoying a picnic lunch from the Corner Cafe, all courtesy of Har-

lan, laughing and talking away, only God knows about what.  I also noticed that Harlan had changed clothes. 

 After lunch, the young man worked the roller and Harlan painted the trim.  When I could see that they had 

finished and were washing up, I went outside so I could sign the kid’s community service form.  Once they were 

finished, the young man hopped in Harlan’s van for the ride home. 

 I asked Harlan, “Did you ever hear what he did?” 

 “Didn’t ask.” 

 “Did you even get his name?” 

 “Yeah…Gonzales, Jesus (Hey – zoos) Gonzales.” 

 The kid’s name was Jesus.  While I sat in my office pouring over my lesson plans for a Bible study on the 

Gospel of Matthew, Harlan had lunch with Jesus. 

 “Just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” 

 All the gospel I needed was right outside my door. 

 

Blessings, 

Troy 



MUSIC NOTES 
 
The Music ministry of First Christian Church is a 
vital part of our worship and because it is, I   
wanted to share, as the Music Minister, my phi-
losophy and theology of how music enhances and 
enriches our worship experience.  I truly believe 
that the bible shows us that music has always 
been an integral part of the worship of our God. 
In fact, the book of Psalms was at one time set to 
music.  I believe that our music ministries, Chan-
cel Choir, Bell Choir, and Praise Kids, are not performance groups but are worship ministries.  We 
use the talent that God gave us to give back to God as well as the congregation.  We feel that we are 
praising God when we sing or play and hope that the congregation is participating in that act of 
praise with us.  For us, it is very much like praying.  I know I speak for all the participants in our mu-
sic mission when I say that we feel blessed to be able to worship with our congregation through the 
act of making music for the glory of God and our Savior, Jesus Christ.  I would also like to invite     
anyone else in the congregation that has a heart for music to join us as we    practice on Wednesday 
nights starting again in July or contact me if you have a musical talent that you would like to share 
with your church family.  Music in our church is not just reserved for Sunday mornings for it is also a 
tool for fellowship, evangelism, outreach, and education.  Music is the universal language and our 
intent is to follow Christ's command to go out and share our Christian story with all through our    
music.  In Christ, Jan 
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 Report from The National Sacred Harp Singing Convention 
 

It was a wonderfully hectic week for me through the National       
Sacred Harp Singing Convention at First Christian Church. It 
would have been most difficult if you wonderful members 
and friends of the Church had not stepped up and carried out 
very     graciously the many things that needed to be 
done. Thank You,   Thank You! 
  
The attendance record is always incomplete, but we had 490       
people fill out the registration slips.  We know many people 
came and did not choose to register their attendance. OKAY!                
Registration included people from 20 states plus the United     
Kingdom and Canada.  Breakdown of attendees:  
                                                    
AL -347; GA-25;CA-16; FL-14; TN-12;  MS-11; IL-7;  WA-
6;  LA-5; MI-4; TX-4;  Two each from:  IA;  N.Y;  PA; One 
each:  AR;  KY;  IN;  MN;  OR;  UT; and from outside our na-
tion:  United Kingdom-5;  Canada-4 !! 

  
Over the three days there were  149 leaders (directors) and a total of 265 songs! - at full volume.  This is a 
Quote from one of our officers that I know represents the feeling of all our visitors:  "Please express our      
appreciation to First Christian Church for your continued hospitality and support of this convention.  It 
means so much to have a “home”, and I really feel welcome and at home at First Christian.” 
 
It is a blessing from our Father in Heaven to be a member of this Wonderful Church!   Hubert Nall 
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Prayers for Health & Healing: 

 George Dudley   Barry Storer  

 Dotsy Kennedy    Bill Watts    

 Susan Smith    Margaret Willis  

    

Prayers for Those Receiving Long-Term Medical Care: 

 Luci Colee     Nancy Hubner 

 

Prayers for Those Who Mourn:  

 Linda & Bobby Browning on the passing of Linda’s mother, Kathryn Bumgardner 

 Twila & Garry Tyree on the passing of Twila’s father, Rev. Carl Flock 

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 July 6 July 13 July 20 July 27 

Elders Bud Flora 
Georgia Flora 

Jim Langley 
Ann Langley 

Hubert Nall 
Hugh Henderson 

Clarissa Harms 
George Dudley 

Deacons Luci Colee, Buzz DeVore, Nancy DeVore, Judy Dudley, Jeff Eady, Bob Frederickson,  
Julie Henderson, Scott Long, Bruce Moon, Marian Moon, Virginia Nall, Garry Tyree 

Communion 
Preparation 

Annie Franklin 

 July 6 July 13 July 20 July 27 

Sunday 
School  
Greeters 

Jim Baxter Ross Lange Steve Pasky Bruce Moon 

Worship 
Greeters 

 Charles & Peggy Daniels (Door) 
Sheila Murphy (Table) 

Acolytes Luke Williamson Aiden Johnson Caleb Jackson Dominic Mirabito  

Children’s 
Worship & 
Wonder 

Storyteller: June Pryor 
Greeters: Ayana Crosby 
& Cayla Corbin 

Storyteller:  
Sarah Ford 
Greeters: Andrew 
Ford & Regena 
Varvoutis 

Storyteller:   
Deb Carpenter 
Greeters: Joye Taylor 
& Hope Beaton 

Storyteller: Joye Taylor 
Greeters:  
Linda Hamilton & Hope 
Beaton 

SUNDAY SERVANTS FOR JULY 

Church Publication Deadlines 
 

The Bulletin deadline will be each 

Wednesday at noon.  The Newsletter 

deadline this month is July 23.  Please 

submit information to the church office 

by the appropriate deadline for           

inclusion in church publications 

Date Worship Attendance Sunday School   

Attendance 

May 25 134 56 

June 1 121  

June 8 

June 15 

June 22 

144  

144 

116 

 

 

68 
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July 2014 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 

 

 
 

 

1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 

 
6:30 p.m. Choir 
Practice 
7:00 pm Dinner   
Theatre Rehearsal 
 
 
Scott Long 
Linda Crosby 

3 
 

 
6:30 p.m. Advocates 
Men’s Bible Study 

 
 
 

William Farquhar 

4 
Independence 

Day! 
 

Office Closed  
 

5 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
 

9 a.m. Sun. School 
10:15 a.m.  Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

7 
 

7 a.m. Men’s Bible 
Study 
10 a.m. Staff mtg 
 
 
 
 
Donna Strickland 
Andy Edwards 
Colon Burks Nall 

8 
 

9:30 a.m. TAN   
Summer Fun Camp 
 
 
 
 
 
Ruth Ann Steele 
Hugh Henderson 
David Hamilton 

9 
 

6:30 p.m. Choir 
Practice 
7:00 pm Dinner   
Theatre Rehearsal 
 
 
 
Kelsey Andrich 
Charles Almond 
Bobby Boyd 

10 
 

9:30 a.m. TAN   
Summer Fun Camp 
6:30 p.m. Advocates 
Men’s Bible Study 
 
 
 
 

11 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Amanda Orazine 
Howell 

12 

13 
 

9 a.m. Sun. School 
10:15 a.m.  Worship 
5:00 p.m. Family 
Fun Night 
  
  
 
 
 
 

14 
 

7 a.m. Men’s Bible 
Study 
10 a.m. Staff mtg 
6:30 p.m. Elders 
Gathering 
 
  
 
 

Pat Eubank 

15 
Election Run-Off 

 
9:30 a.m. TAN   
Summer Fun Camp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
 

6:30 p.m. Choir 
Practice 
7:00 pm Dinner   
Theatre Rehearsal 
 

 
 
 
 

17 
 

9:30 a.m. TAN   
Summer Fun Camp 
6:30 p.m. Advocates 
Men’s Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
William Mee 
 

18 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clarissa Harms 
Jamye Mann 
Jeff Eady 
Nicholas Willis 

19 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Buddy Goodall 
Morgan Natale 
 

20 
 

9 a.m. Sun. School 
10:15 a.m.  Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dar Lester 

21 
7 a.m. Men’s Bible 
Study 
8:30—12:00 
Vacation Bible 
School Begins! 
10 a.m. Staff mtg 
6:30 p.m. Mission 
Council 
 
Ann Horne 
Haylee Horne 

22 
8:30—12:00 
Vacation Bible 
School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jerry Wallace 
Earl Strickland 

23 
 

8:30—12:00 
Vacation Bible 
School 
6:30 p.m. Choir 
Practice 
7:00 pm Dinner   
Theatre Rehearsal 
 
Caleb Jackson 

24 
 

8:30—12:00 
Vacation Bible 
School 
6:30 p.m. Advocates 
Men’s Bible Study 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
8:30 
Vacation Bible 
School 
11:30 VBS          
Children’s Musical 
Performance for 
Parents  
 
Bill Conwell 
Ken Horne 

26 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Gary Franklin 

27 
 

9 a.m. Sun. School 
10:15 a.m.  Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Richard Burdette 
Matthew West 

28 
 

7 a.m. Men’s Bible 
Study 
10 a.m. Staff mtg 
 
 
 
 
Collins Henderson-
Brown 
Mack Carpenter 

29 30 
 

9:00 a.m. China 
Painting Seminar 
6:30 p.m. Choir 
Practice 
7:00 pm Dinner   
Theatre Rehearsal 
 
 

31 
 

9:00 a.m. China 
Painting Seminar 

 
 
 
 

Hubert Nall 
Ginny White 

  

Birthdays are in italics. 

If your birthday is missing, please 

call the church office.   



Church Staff 
 

Rev. Troy A. Tatum 

Senior Minister 
 

Rev. Jan Watts 

Minister of Music 
 

David Brasher 

Pianist / Organist 
 

Chris McCayna 

Office Assistant 
 

Linda McGarr 

Finance Assistant 
 

Lloyd Smith 

Custodian 
 

Layla Stern 

Nursery Coordinator 
 

Jennifer Powell 

Nursery Assistant 
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