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A WORD FROM YOUR PASTOR 

    Mountains fascinate me.  As long as I can 
remember, the mountains have drawn me closer to 
God.  I have always had the desire to move and live 
within them. For there is an inspiration in the 
mountains that lift my spirit and stirs my soul to sing.   
    In the Bible, the mountains have always been 
special places for God’s people.  When Moses 
received the Ten Commandants, he was on top of 
Mount Sinai.  In Matthew and Mark, Jesus’ 
transfiguration takes place on a high mountain. Holy 
things happened on mountains. 
    I pray that some holy things will happen to me as I 
hike along the top of the mountain June 15 through 
August 15.  I pray that I will join the spirit of David and 
shout out the word in Psalm 121: 1-2, “I will lift my 
eyes unto the hills where does my help come from?  
My help comes from the Lord the Maker of heaven 
and earth.”  I pray that the mountains will refresh my 
soul. 
   God bless,  Edd 

 

SACRED HARP CONVENTION JUNE 16-18  

    We celebrate our fourth year to host the National 
Sacred Harp Singing Convention at our church on 
June 16-18.  Singers will come from many states: 
Maine to California, Florida to Oregon, and also from 
England and Canada.  There will be 300 singers and 
guests gathered in our beautiful sanctuary each day 
praising God with their special music.   
    We are all invited to come and enjoy this event.  
The music will begin each day at 9:30 am and 
conclude at 2:30 pm.  There is a break for lunch with 
great southern dishes of fried chicken and delicious 
vegetables.  So make your plans to be at the church 
June 16- 18 for Sacred Harp Music. 
 

WALK WHERE JESUS WALKED 

You are invited to follow our CYF youth on their 
Journey of Faith via their blog. Katherine Mee has set 
up their blog. Go to:www.cyfjourneyoffaith.blogspot.com 
and follow them on their journey in the Holy Land. 
Thank you, FCC, for all your support and prayers.  

 

A QUIET WALK 

Saturday, June 11 at 7:00am Edd will take a group 
hiking on a beautiful trail along a stream in Shelby 
County.  The trail is located near Highland Lakes and 
is only 10 miles from the church.  The hike will be two 
miles with scenes of mountain laurel and a pretty 
stream for wading.  After the hike the group will have 
brunch at International House of Pancakes.  Everyone 
will be home before noon so that afternoon “honey 
do’s” can be done.  Please bring wading shoes for a 
walk in the stream and an appetite for a quiet walk in 
God’s natural sanctuary. 
 

SUNDAY’S ATTENDANCE 

WORSHIP SERVICE  118    

SUNDAY SCHOOL     63    

 

THE MINISTRY OF OUR ELDERS 

Our Elders will serve as worship leaders and assist in 
pastoral care while Edd is on Sabbatical.  They will be 
a blessing for Mary Pat, Jan, and the congregation.  
Below are the Elders who will be serving as worship 
leaders on Sunday mornings. 
 
June 5 Steve Pasky      July 31 Bob Coupland 
June 12 Ann Langley      Aug. 7 Jill Pasky 
June 19 Beverly Baxter     Aug.14 Bud Flora 
June 26 Jim Baxter      Aug. 21 Libby Carpenter 
July 3 George Dudley       Aug. 28 Janet Bonds 
July 10 Clarissa Harms     Sept. 4 Kathey Long 
July 17 Jim Langley      Sept. 11 Hugh Henderson 
July 24 Earl Strickland 
       
We all thank God for the wonderful ministry of our 
Elders at First Christian Church.  Well done, good and 
faithful servants. 

 

TORNADO RELIEF UPDATE 

    “I’m so glad I saw your sign. The other place where 
I’ve been donating supplies isn’t accepting things 
anymore.” The young woman was happy to have a 
place to leave the bars of soap she had purchased for 
those in need. I was happy too, happy she had a 
giving heart, happy she had found us, happy we are 
still accepting donations for tornado relief.  
    We continue to collect needed items: Gatorade and 
other sports drinks; sodas; new underwear (for men, 
women, and children); and new socks (all sizes); 
nonperishable foods and snacks; cleaning supplies; 
and first aid supplies.  
    Over the past week, Gary Howard found that 
Central Church of Christ, Tuscaloosa was feeding its 
neighbors despite the complete destruction of its 
building, and Jerry Wallace and Charles Daniels have 
reached out to this Church as part of our relief efforts.      
    We continue to work with the Pleasant Grove 
Masonic Lodge as they continue to feed volunteers, 
workers, and displaced residents. Please contact 
Charles Daniels or Jerry Wallace if you can help with 
this need. 
    Children need to be fed, but they also need to play. 
We are partnering with Lost Toys to meet this need. 
This organization is collecting and distributing toys 
and games for all ages. Please bring new or “almost 
new” toys and games to the church.  
    As our neighbors’ needs shift, we are shifting our 
efforts to help. On June 10, we will open our doors as 
a Mission Station for up to 20 volunteers. The 
volunteers will be working with Hands on Birmingham, 
the Red Cross, and other organizations. We plan to 
be open for the summer, and we will then reassess 
how to best serve.  Please consider how you can help 
with this important outreach: everyone can help! Look 
for more information in the Narthex. Contact Marion 
Moon or Janet Clark to see how you can help. 
“Do to others as you would have them do to you.” 
Luke 6:31 (NIV)  
      Charlotte Brammer, Outreach/ Tornado Relief Efforts 
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Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, June 12 

Pentecost Sunday 
9:00  Sunday School  
9:45-10:15 Fellowship Moment 
10:15   Worship Service & Holy Baptism    
10:30  Worship & Wonder 
3:30  Dist. II Gathering at FCC Anniston 

Monday, June 13 
7:00  Men’s Bible Study 
10:00  Staff Meeting 
6:30  Elder Gathering 

Tuesday, June14 
6:30  Finance Council 

Thursday, June 16 
9:30 – 2:30 Sacred Harp Singing  Convention 
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 

Friday, June 17 
9:30 – 2:30 Sacred Harp Singing  Convention 

Saturday, June 18 
9:30 – 2:30 Sacred Harp Singing  Convention 
 

GRACE NOTES 

� Gordon and Carolyn Goodall are happy to 
announce the birth of their great-
granddaughter, Landry Malone Johnson.  
Landry was born on Friday, May 27th and 
weighed 8lbs 1oz.   

� Mack Carpenter is back to work after a 
positive report from an Anteriogram.  

� Congratulations to Alexis Drum who 
graduated from Spain Park High School. 

� Pentecost Sunday is this Sunday.  Wear 
something red as we celebrate the birthday 
of the Church.  Also bring a financial gift for 
our Pentecost offering as we support the 
ministers starting new Christian Churches. 

� Our joy is with Jody and Amanda Boyles 
who dedicated their two children, Leah and  
Jackson to the Lord. 

� Our prayers are with Don Wurner, who is 
resting at home from surgery. 

� Our prayers are with Dustin and Amy 
Chandler’s baby daughter Carly. 

 

CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 

Sunday, June 12
th

                        

“Paul’s Epistles to the Thessalonians”  

I Thessalonians 2:17 – 3:13 
    
 

“THE DISCIPLES”   

Sunday, June 12
th

        

God Has Expectations 

Joshua 1: 7-16 
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CHURCH HISTORY CONTINUED 

    In January, 1997, there was a recommendation to 
have only one worship service on Sunday morning.      
The Mission Council and ministers felt that the 
congregation needed to be together as much as 
possible, and one service would move us toward unity 
and wholeness.  After a month of sharing thoughts 
and giving prayerful consideration to different 
opinions, the Mission Council voted to adopt the 
recommendation and to begin having one worship 
service beginning in March.  Dr. John Hard brought 
the morning message on Laity Sunday in January.                   
    The Winter Youth Retreat at Hargis was attended 
by 20 of our young people the last weekend of the 
month.  The youth hosted another successful 
Valentine's dinner and raised $400 to help fund their 
activities and trips. 
    Associate Minister Jeannie Edge submitted her 
resignation effective March 31.  She was honored 
with a reception on Easter Sunday. 
    We purchased a new van in May, a '96 maroon 
Ford with a 15 passenger capacity.  "Mack's Ladies" 
were pleased with the greater comfort and safety.  
The youth sponsored a Mother's Day luncheon to 
raise funds for their summer trips, the CYF to Denver 
for the General Assembly and Chi Rho to Jekyll 
Island.  Youth Sunday was observed in May with the 
central theme of "Knowing What We Believe As 
Christians".  The youth also sponsored a Father's Day 
luncheon, an additional fundraiser.  
    On the first Sunday in June we honored all of the 
volunteers in our church at morning worship and at a 
steak dinner at the Retreat after church.  We have 
always had a congregation filled with people who 
were generous with their time and talents.  The 
following Saturday the CWF had a church wide 
garage sale with proceeds of $2800 for CWF 
ministries and donations to Greater Birmingham 
Ministries, My Sister's Closet, Hannah Home and 
Hargis Retreat.  
    Helen and Tom Allison gave the church 15 bronze 
bells, hand cast in the Netherlands, to be hung in the 
tower in front of the office area.  The bells would be 
played before Sunday services and for special 
events.  They were dedicated at a special service in 
September.  
    Our interim minister, Rev. Bob Franz, submitted his 
resignation in June as he had only agreed to serve for 
one year.  He was honored with a reception on the 
last Sunday in June and returned to Lexington, KY.  
We welcomed Rev. Bob Stegall and his lovely wife 
Kay in July.  Rev. Stegall had recently retired from a 
full Disciples ministry career, having served a 10 year 
pastorate at First Christian in Little Rock following an 
18 year ministry at First Christian in Florence.  He and 
Kay were building their retirement home in Tuscumbia 
near the Tennessee River.  They started the welcome 
custom of standing outside the church doors on 
Sunday morning to greet all of us as we arrived. 
 


