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In Gratitude from the Overnight Guests, All Hands 
    On behalf of All Hands Volunteers, I would like to 
extend my deepest gratitude to you, the First 
Christian Church family, for your generosity and 
overwhelming hospitality.  Thank you for providing us 
with such comfortable and inviting housing.  You have 
given us a soft place to rest from the field, the office, 
and the road.  It was amusing to me, personally, to 
watch how quickly everyone in our group moved in, 
spread out, and found some time to be alone and at 
peace here. 
    At church this past Sunday, I had the privilege of 
listening to Pastor Edd talk about the Holy Spirit 
empowering, guiding, and teaching us.  Also, Jerry 
Wallace spoke about all of the exciting new life 
budding at FCC, and one young woman was baptized 
into the church.  Truly, the Holy Spirit is alive here at 
First Christian Church!  Just as baptism brings us into 
God’s house in Heaven, your invitation to FCC has 
brought us into God’s house here on Earth.  Through 
our continued partnership, I am confident that we can 
do God’s work in the world for the victims of the 
tornadoes.   
    All Hands Volunteers, through our independent 
volunteers and our sponsored AmeriCorps NCCC 
team, are operating the Alabama Recovery 
Coordination Center.  Residents affected by the storm 
can phone into 211 and request volunteer assistance 
to help with the cleanup effort.  The RCC then tries to 
refer those requests to volunteer organizations in the 
field that can do the necessary work.  Additionally, 
some volunteers are doing direct service to clear 
debris and remove trees from private property.  
    During my first tour of your building, I commented 
how beautiful the church is, particularly the windows 
in the sanctuary.  During church service, however, I 
was once again reminded by our Lord that the church 
is more than wood and stone – no matter how 
beautiful.  The “church” refers to the people.  And on 
Sunday, I felt that I was witnessing a family reunion.  
FCC is a wonderfully intimate and informal family of 
faith.  Many of you have approached me or my 
colleagues with generous offers to help make our stay 
as comfortable as possible.  All Hands Volunteers is 
very happy and grateful to be adopted for our brief 
time here.  In particular, I wish to thank Charlotte 
Brammer who was our primary point of contact and 
Marian and Bruce Moon who have been our hosts 
and guides.  You have made our work here in 
Alabama so much easier and our stay so much more 
enjoyable.  To the whole FCC family, I wish once 
again to say “Thank you!”   
  Clare Charbonnet 
  Project Coordinator 
 
 

SUNDAY’S ATTENDANCE 

WORSHIP SERVICE  156   

SUNDAY SCHOOL     74    

 
 

NEW STORIES TO TELL!! 
Children’s Worship and Wonder now has 9 new 
stories and one new parable to add to our Sunday 
morning worship! Our children are becoming very 
familiar with the well-loved stories they have heard 
since Worship and Wonder began.  Beginning June 
26, 2011, we will be introducing new stories about 
Jesus’ ministry and the parable of the Prodigal Son.  
We also have some books about the stories they 
have learned. These are available for the children to 
read during their wondering time in worship.  Many 
thanks to the Library Women who have made 
available some extra shelf space for these additions. 
The children’s offering collected each Sunday will 
be designated to help with the tornado relief.  FCC is 
truly blessed by this wonderful ministry.   
 

FEELING BLESSED? 
“Not what we say about our blessings, but how we 
use them, is the true measure of our thanksgiving.” 
~W. T. Purkiser, author and preacher, Church of the 
Nazarene.  As a church, we are reaching out to 
comfort others, opening our doors to volunteers, and 
freely worshipping our God. We are blessed to have 
such opportunities. We can also use our blessings to 
provide Christmas presents to those little angels on 
the Salvation Army’s Christmas Tree.  Are you 
remembering to “count your blessings” by contributing 
regularly to your blessing box? ~ Outreach. 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
July 25-29 

Our VBS will be July 25-29, from 9:30-11:30.  Our 
VBS will be for children age 4 through those who 
have completed the 6th grade. There is no fee for this 
VBS; however, we are inviting all children to bring 
canned goods for Oak Mountain Ministries as part of 
our Mission Project. Our theme this year is, “Galactic 
Blast”.  It is a space theme where we will explore and 
praise God’s magnificent creation.  We have a 
fantastic staff lined up as well as a very special guest 
named Galileo, the Green Gorilla. So mark your 
calendars and invite your neighbors and friends. We 
already have some 25 pre-registrations. Please know 
that we encourage you to pick up registration forms to 
share with family and friends.  The orange forms are 
in our narthex. Please fill them out and return them 
soon. Thank you! 
 

KEEPING TRACK OF EDD! 
During the weeks of June 15 – August 15, Pastor 
Edd will be hiking through Maine, New Hampshire, 
Vermont, and Massachusetts.  He has his faithful 
friend Spot (GPS unit) with him and will be sending 
check-in messages daily.  If you would like to track 
his progress send Charles Daniels an Email to 
cd@dti-test.com and he will send you the 
information so you can see how far he has walked 
each day.   
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Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, June 26 

9:00  Sunday School  
9:45-10:15 Fellowship Moment 
10:15   Worship Service    
10:30  Worship & Wonder 
11:30  CYF Program & Pot Luck Lunch 
11:30 -1:00 Donations for Tornado Relief 
6:00  FCC Somerset,KY/Overnight Stay 

Monday-Saturday 
11:00 -1:00 Donations for Tornado Relief 

Monday, June 27 
7:00  Men’s Bible Study 
10:00  Staff Meeting 

Tuesday, June 28 
9:30 – 1:30 TAN Summer Fun  

Thursday, June 30 
9:30 – 1:30 TAN Summer Fun 
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 
 

GRACE NOTES 
� Our prayers are with Gordon Goodall, who 

is in Trinity Baptist Hospital Room # 457. 
� Please continue to pray for Carole Rudd 

and Marquita Sebastian. 
 
 

CYF Journey In Faith 
Program and Pot Luck Luncheon 

June 26 at 11:30 am 
The CYF youth who traveled to Israel/Palestine June 
3-15 had a most amazing experience. This Sunday, 
June 26 they would like to share their photos through 
a power point presentation at a pot luck lunch after 
church. They will also have a table of the foods that 
they enjoyed while on their visit, as well as a display 
of mementos that they acquired. Then on Sunday, 
August 21 they will bring us the morning message 
where they will share in detail more of their faith 
journey and how it touched their lives. So please join 
us this Sunday after church and bring your favorite 
dish to share as the CYF youth share their power 
point presentation. See you there! 
 
 

 
 

CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 

Sunday, June 26
th

                      

“Paul’s Epistles to the Thessalonians”  

1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11 

 
 

“THE DISCIPLES”   

Sunday, June 26
th

         

God is Victorious 

Joshua 6: 2-4, 12-20 
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CHURCH HISTORY CONTINUED 
    In September, 1997, Bob and Kay Stegall began 
teaching a Sunday School class on "Beliefs and 
Practices of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ)".  We also started a Wednesday evening 
"Manna" program.  Each week the covered dish 
supper was followed by singing, shared testimony, 
mission reports and prayer.  
    Something new was added to Thanksgiving at the 
Retreat with a re-enactment of the first Thanksgiving 
at the log cabin after the worship service in the 
chapel.  The celebration ended with the traditional 
turkey dinner in the dining hall.  
    On Saturday evening, December 20, Hargis 
Retreat had an evening of celebration and worship 
with dinner by firelight in Giltner Hall and a reverent 
re-enactment of the nativity scene in a rustic setting 
with live animals.  On Christmas Eve, our organist, 
Rick Phillips, played beautiful meditation music on the 
organ for a half hour preceding the 11 p.m. 
Candlelight Communion Service. 
    The Search Committee held on-site interviews with 
Pastors Ted and Vickie Firch of California in late 
January, 1998.  Their three-day visit was filled with 
visits to the church, TAN, Hargis, members' homes 
and area neighborhoods.  Their visit concluded with 
introductions to and discussion with church officers 
and council directors.  They shared their journey of 
faith and how the needs of the church could be met 
with co-pastors as leaders.  In February, they were 
invited back with their two children to visit with the 
congregation and share in the morning worship 
service. 
    The youth sponsored their annual candlelight 
Valentine dinner in February.  It featured live 
entertainment and a photographer to take memory 
photos.  They raised $400 for their summer youth 
trips.  The Wednesday evening Manna programs 
continued during the winter and spring months. 
    On March 1, the congregation unanimously 
affirmed the Search Committee's recommendation to 
call Ted and Vickie Firch to serve as co-pastors, to 
begin serving on May 11.  Holy Week in April included 
the Wednesday evening Manna program, Maundy 
Thursday candlelight service, Easter sunrise service 
and breakfast at Hargis, Easter Sunday worship and 
an Easter egg hunt in the afternoon.  
    Bob and Kay Stegall's last Sunday with us was 
Mother's Day, May 10.  The ten months that they 
were with us were a special blessing and would long 
be remembered.  They were honored with a reception 
following morning worship. 
    Ted and Vickie were honored with a pig roast at 
Hargis after worship the following week.  A silent 
auction was also held to raise funds for Camp High 
Hopes.  An installation service for Ted and Vickie was 
held on June 28, with Regional Minister Rev. John 
Mobley as guest preacher.  
    Lesleigh Carmichael, daughter of Jim and Beverly 
Baxter, was ordained into Christian ministry during 
worship on May 24.  Rev. Jim Brooks was guest 
minister.  Lesleigh was honored with a reception 
following the service. 



THE MINISTRY OF OUR ELDERS 
Our Elders will serve as worship leaders and assist in 
pastoral care while Edd is on Sabbatical.  They will be 
a blessing for Mary Pat, Jan, and the congregation.  
Below are the Elders who will be serving as worship 
leaders on Sunday mornings. 
 
June 19 Beverly Baxter       Aug. 7 Jill Pasky       
June 26 Jim Baxter        Aug.14 Bud Flora 
July 31 Bob Coupland        Aug. 21 Libby Carpenter 
July 3 George Dudley         Aug. 28 Janet Bonds  
July 10 Clarissa Harms       Sept. 4 Kathey Long 
July 17 Jim Langley             Sept. 11 Hugh Henderson      
July 24 Earl Strickland         
      
We all thank God for the wonderful ministry of our 
Elders at First Christian Church.  Well done, good and 
faithful servants. 
 


