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FREEDOM 
 As many of us make plans to celebrate our country 
birthday and our freedom with family reunions, 
cookouts, and trips to the beach or mountains, I am 
reminded of those who do not have such freedom. 
Last week, six young people and Donnette and I 
returned from the Holy Land. It is, indeed, a land of 
milk and honey for some, but for only some. While I 
do not consider myself a political activist, I do 
consider myself a Christian. Therefore, one cannot 
come away from visiting Palestine where Jesus was 
born and not be taken aback by the fact that our 
Christian sisters and brothers are living under 
occupation. They are surrounded by a part wall- part-
fence some 420-miles in length and over 26 feet high. 
It is made up of a concrete base with rolls of razor 
wire placed on one side. In addition, the structure is 
fitted with electronic sensors and watchtowers. Our 
Christian brothers and sisters are not even allowed to 
worship in the Holy sites in Jerusalem five miles 
away. However, twice a year now-at Christmas and 
Easter-one member of their family maybe granted 
visitation. So the next time we get up and say to 
ourselves, “Well I wonder if I should go to church 
today?” Remember that it is not only a privilege to 
come and worship, but also a freedom that 
unfortunately, we, as free Americans, take for granted 
and do not exercise as often as we could. As we 
prepare to celebrate our freedom as a Nation under 
God, May God Bless America and May God Bless our 
brothers and sisters under occupation in Palestine.  

God bless, 
Mary Pat 

 
OUTREACH UPDATE 

    On a recent Sunday, the Christian Comrades class 
discussed 1 Thessalonians 4: 1-12, a passage in 
which Paul calls on the Thessalonians (and other 
Christians) to live lives that are pleasing to God. 
Specifically, Paul calls us continue to love one 
another as Christ taught and “to do so more and 
more.” It is a call to reach out to others in Christian 
love.  
    I have heard many comments over the past two 
months that FCC has a new energy, a positive 
energy, an energy toward helping others, particularly 
in response to the April 27 storms. Yet, this energy 
has been active at FCC for some time: it has just 
been revived.  
    Gary Howard is the spark that ignited that renewed 
spirit of Christian outreach. Last fall, he asked the 
Christian Comrades Class to identify reach out to help 
members of our community, the ones “in the shadow 
of our steeple.” He made connections with Inverness 
Elementary, encouraged other class members to 
reach out through Oak Mountain Ministries, and later 
connected with Oak Mountain Elementary. The other 
adult Sunday School classes joined in the outreach 
efforts, joining directly with outreach through the 
schools and also forging new paths for giving.  

    The day following the storms, Gary was again at 
work, encouraging and prodding us to move out of our 
comfort zones and into wider community service. 
Gary, along with the Christian Men’s Fellowship, 
worked to identify FCC as a donation center and 
delivered items to areas that were devastated. Even 
as he accepted a contract to clean up power lines and 
poles in the devastated areas, Gary has continued to 
reach out to those in need and to connect FCC to 
those people.   
    Thank you, Gary, for all that you do to help those in 
these devastated areas and for helping us see that 
we can make a difference too. ~Outreach 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
July 25-29 

Our VBS will be July 25-29, from 9:30-11:30.  Our 
VBS will be for children age 4 through those who 
have completed the 6th grade. There is no fee for this 
VBS; however, we are inviting all children to bring 
canned goods for Oak Mountain Ministries as part of 
our Mission Project. Our theme this year is, “Galactic 
Blast”.  It is a space theme where we will explore and 
praise God’s magnificent creation.  We have a 
fantastic staff lined up as well as a very special guest 
named Galileo, the Green Gorilla. So mark your 
calendars and invite your neighbors and friends. We 
already have some 25 pre-registrations. Please know 
that we encourage you to pick up registration forms to 
share with family and friends.  The orange forms are 
in our narthex. Please fill them out and return them 
soon. Thank you! 
 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY July 9 –13 
For those who are unable to make it to Nashville, you 
may still participate in worship with the Assembly 
each day.  Please go to www.disciples.org/ga for 
more information on the live streaming of the 
Assembly worship services and the State of the 
Church address. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS BENEVOLENCE 
Last fall the Christian Comrades’ & Insighters’ Sunday 
School classes formed a partnership with Inverness & 
Oak Mountain Schools.  Through this effort we are 
helping the staff meet needs of less fortunate 
students & their families. There is a need during July 
to prepare for school opening in early August.  
1). Athletic shoes for elementary children (sizes -
children 12 or 13 to youth 3, 4, 5).  These shoes 
should be suitable for P.E. classes on a gym floor.   
2). Socks to be worn with these shoes (crew or 
knee length are fine).   
Please bring your purchases to Classroom 106. All 
questions may be directed to Gary Howard or Charles 
Daniels.  Thank You. 
 

 Remember, No Visitor next week, July 5TH! 
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Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, July 3 

9:00  Sunday School  
9:45-10:15 Fellowship Moment 
10:15   Worship Service – 
  Celebration of Freedom   
10:30  Worship & Wonder 
11:30  CYF Program & Pot Luck Lunch 
11:30 -1:00 Donations for Tornado Relief 
1:30 - 3:30 Rehearsal for Musical 

Monday-Friday 
11:00 -1:00 Donations for Tornado Relief 

Monday, July 4 
Office Closed 

Tuesday, July 5 
9:30 – 1:30 TAN Summer Fun  

Wednesday, July 6 
6:30  Choir Practice 

Thursday, July 7 
9:30 – 1:30 TAN Summer Fun 
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 

Sunday, July 9 
  Eastpoint C.C. / Mission Station 

Sunday, July 9 – Wednesday, July 13 
General Assembly, Nashville, TN 

 
GRACE NOTES 

� Our prayers are with Gordon Goodall, who 
is in Trinity Medical Center Room # 457. 

� Please continue to pray for Carole Rudd 
and Marquita Sebastian. 

� Our sympathy is expressed to Hubert Nall 
and family in the loss of Hubert’s sister, 
Elsie Nall Simoneaux. 

� Alyssa Lamb, Barbara Carpenter, Reagan 
Everling, and Teanna Cason participated in 
our Camp and Conference program at 
Hargis. 

� Thank you CYF Journey In Faith Travelers 
to the Holy Land, you did a great job 
Sunday.  Alyssa’s recipes are available in 
the nathex. 

 
CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 

Sunday, July 3rd                     

“Paul’s Epistles to the Thessalonians”  

1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11 

 

“THE DISCIPLES”   

Sunday, July 3rd        

God Reacts to Disobedience 

Joshua 7: 1; 10-12, 22-26 

 
SUNDAY’S ATTENDANCE 

WORSHIP SERVICE  122      
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CHURCH HISTORY CONTINUED 
     A service of prayer and song was held in the 
chapel at Hargis on Sunday evening, July 19.  Great 
hymns of faith were sung as well as favorite camp 
songs and songs arranged by musicians from 
Alabama.  The service included prayers for the 
ministry and mission of Hargis.  A Retreat task force 
was appointed in January to seek a solution to the 
Retreat's mounting indebtedness.  The task force 
presented three motions to the Mission Council on 
July 20, and the motions were unanimously approved. 
     1.  The Retreat was in default of its lease 
obligations, so the lease was terminated as of August 
31 and all operations were to cease.  The property 
was to be returned to the church. 
     2.  A committee was appointed to locate another 
tenant to lease the property and operate it in the 
same way, or to partner with another not-for-profit 
corporation to operate the Retreat, or to sell the 
property outright or through lease to purchase. 
     3.  Money was to be borrowed from the Living 
Endowment Growth Designated Fund to obtain an 
appraisal of the property.  The amount was to be 
repaid promptly from proceeds of lease or sale of the 
property.  The congregation met to review and vote 
on the motions, and each motion was approved with a 
majority vote. 
    Macy Johnson, Office Administrator, began serving 
as interim organist in July after the resignation of 
Richard Phillips, organist, and Suzanne Phillips, 
music director. 
    On September 27, we began having two worship 
services, the early service at 8:00 and the later one at 
10:00 a.m.  Following the late service, the youth 
groups sponsored a Cajun festival with shrimp, 
crawfish and hot dogs.  There was Cajun music by 
the Crawfish Daddios and Cajun dancing led by the 
youth.  
    On November 1 the congregation met to prayerfully 
consider three purchase proposals for the Retreat and 
voted in favor of concluding a sale to the YMCA.  The 
Hargis transition team was instructed to proceed with 
final negotiations with the YMCA.  This was a sad 
occasion for many in the congregation who helped 
build the Retreat, who watched our children grow up 
there and who enjoyed so many happy occasions in 
that beautiful place.  It had become a financial burden 
to the church, and selling it seemed to be the only 
solution.  
    For the first time in many, many years a 
Thanksgiving dinner was served at church after late 
worship on November 22.  The Hanging of the 
Greens service took place that afternoon.  In 
November Mark Kemp became our new music 
director and Mark Hopper became organist/pianist. 
    A spaghetti dinner on December 16 was followed 
by the children's Christmas pageant.  The early 
service on Christmas Eve, "One Special Night", was a 
service with story and song.  At 11:00 p.m. 
"Candlelight and Carols" was a service of light and 
music.  


