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‘TELL IT!” 
“Tell it” is the theme for our General Assembly of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) meeting in 
Nashville, Tennessee beginning July 9-13. Disciples 
of Christ will gather from all 50 states, Canada, and 
around the world to spend time in worship, fellowship, 
deliberation, mission and learning. We will gather to 
hear and to share stories of God’s work among us as 
Disciples. We will be reminded of God’s faithfulness 
to all generations, including our generation.  
Individuals and congregations are invited to share 
how we are responding in this unprecedented time of 
change. How are we finding new life in mission as we 
focus on what God is calling us to do and be? 
Ultimately, how has the Gospel changed our lives? 
Our congregation has a story to tell of how we have 
found new life and meaning as we have responded to 
Christ’s call to help those who were devastated by the 
tornados of April 27th. In addition, our CYF youth have 
a story to share from their journey in faith to 
Israel/Palestine and how their lives changed. Our 
youth are planning to attend the General Assembly on 
Monday, July 11 to experience the gathering of 
Disciples around the world and to share their story. 
They will pay $50 registration for one day and return 
that night. If you are interested in traveling with them 
in the church van, please contact Donnette Mee. Our 
voting delegates who will be attending and 
representing our congregation are: Jim and Beverly 
Baxter, Stacy Cason, Carl Flock, and Mary Pat 
Spencer. 
 

WATCH WORSHIP AT THE 2011 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY LIVE! 

The worship events at the 2011 General Assembly 
will be streamed live via the web.  Anyone with an 
Internet connection and computer can watch and 
virtually participate in worship!  During the webcast, 
Disciples from across the globe can participate in 
discussion via Facebook, Twitter or a hosted chat 
discussion on this page:   

www.livestream.com/christianchurchdoc 
 

GALACTIC BLAST! VBS July 25-29: 9:30-11:30 
Our VBS is going to be a BLAST!! Plan now to come 
and share in the excitement and fun that awaits all our 
Cadets age 4 through those who have completed the 
6th grade. Our Space Cadets will gather in our 
Starship (Family Life Center) and experience upbeat 
music and motions as we begin our time together. 
Then they will meet the Commander of our Starship 
and our Special Starship Green Gorilla named 
Galileo. They will also discover exactly how he 
became green. Next their leaders will take them to the 
following: Cosmic crafts, Good News Galaxy with 
Bible Storytelling and Sign language, Orbital 
Observatory as they carry out science experiments 
and discover what an awesome God we have. Then 
our Cadets will get a little snack at our Galactic Café. 
At the close of the morning, our Cadets will return to 
our Starship (Family Life Center) and again enjoy 

some fantastic music and motions and even take 
home their own CD so they can learn the music. Our 
Cadets will have an opportunity to recap their day and 
look forward to the next. Don’t forget our mission – to 
help those who need food. So each Cadet is 
encouraged to bring at least one canned good a day 
to complete our mission for Oak Mountain Ministries. 
So tell all your friends and neighbors to sign up soon 
because we are almost ready for take off, and we 
want to be sure that you are on board. Register now 
on the orange forms in the narthex.  Please return 
registration forms to the church office. 
 

OUTREACH UPDATE 
FCC’s Mission Station has been open for almost one 
month, and, so far, more than 40 volunteers have 
found respite here.  Our guests include All Hands 
(with AmeriCorps) Volunteers, and a group from 
Woodmont Christian Church, Nashville. Many thanks 
to Deb Carpenter, Jenny West, Annie Franklin, Judy 
Dudley, and Mary Jean Baumgartner for providing 
Thursday night dinners!  If you signed up to help with 
the Mission Station, know that you will be called to 
help.  It takes a “Church” to run a Mission Station, and 
everyone has a role.  A special thank you to our CYF 
and the Christian Comrades for giving up their normal 
classrooms for sleeping quarters.  Your generosity is 
greatly appreciated. We’re also looking for other ways 
to help our neighbors. Several members participated 
in webinars to learn how to help people complete SBA 
applications for low interest loans.  Our collection 
efforts continue Monday-Friday from 11am-1pm.  We 
continue to collect: 
 

• Non perishable foods 

• Paper products 

• Toiletry items for men and women 

We have begun to collect school supplies for our 
partners at Faith Chapel and Tuscaloosa’s Central 
Church. Items needed include: 
 

• Backpacks (both clear and regular) 

• Notebook paper  

• No. 2 pencils and erasers 

• Pens  

• Crayons 

• Composition notebooks 

• Binders and folders 

Finally, Outreach has moved to the Web!  Join us on 
Facebook (and “like” us please) at First Christian 
Church, Birmingham Outreach.  You’ll see pics from 
Camp High Hopes and other events, You’ll also find 
ongoing information about tornado relief, as well as 
the  Mission Station on the Church website. 
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Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, July 17 

9:00  Sunday School  
9:45-10:15 Fellowship Moment 
10:15   Worship Service    
10:30  Worship & Wonder 
11:30 -1:00 Donations for Tornado Relief 
1:30 - 3:30 Rehearsals for Dinner Theatre 

Monday-Friday 
11:00 -1:00 Donations for Tornado Relief 

Monday, July 18 
7:00  Men’s Bible Study 
10:00  Staff Meeting 
6:30  Mission Council 

Wednesday, July 20 
6:30  Choir Practice 

Thursday, July 21 
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 

GRACE NOTES 
� Our prayers are with Gordon Goodall, who 

remains in Trinity Medical Center. 
� Please pray for Pat Deaton who is to have 

some tests. 
� Our prayers are with Cece Roberts and 

family.  Her father has suffered two strokes 
while recovering in hospital for a fractured 
femur bone, the outcome of an automobile 
accident.  

� Please pray for Shirley Naylor’s father who 
is very ill. 

� Please continue to pray for Carole Rudd, 
and Marquita Sebastian. 

� Our sympathy is extended to Rosamond 
Black and family, on the loss of Rosamond’s 
brother, Daniel Harris Rhyne. Daniel passed 
away on June 14. 

� Congratulations to Michelle Penn, who 
graduated from the University of North 
Alabama on May 14, Michelle, graduated in 
Social Work. 

� Congratulations to Kyle Taylor, son of Gary 
and Joye Taylor.  He is engaged to Sara 
Tourville.  Kyle has been accepted to 
medical school at the University of Alabama, 
Mobile.   

 
CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 

Sunday, July 17
th

                 

“Paul’s Epistles to the Thessalonians”  

1 Thessalonians 5: 16-22 

 

“THE DISCIPLES”   

Sunday, July 17
th

         

Use God’s Strength 

Judges 3:15-25, 29-30 

 

SUNDAY’S ATTENDANCE 

WORSHIP SERVICE   128    

POSTAGE PAID 
               PERIODICAL 

            (UPS 0195-880) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH HISTORY CONTINUED 
    On January 17, 1999, the youth groups sponsored 
a pancake breakfast before Sunday School.  This was 
a fund-raiser for their summer mission trips.  That was 
also the last Sunday for the early worship service.  
Attendance wasn't consistent enough for the effort, 
planning and leadership involved in having two 
services.  Mark Kemp and Mark Hopper, music 
director and organist/pianist, resigned in January so 
they could continue their studies. 
    In February the youth hosted their 10th annual 
Valentine dinner, which was a tremendous success 
as always.  A task force was selected to start making 
plans for the 125th anniversary of our church, to be 
celebrated on September 26.  Jan Watts was asked 
to serve as interim choir director, assisted by 
accompanists Twila Tyree and Jakie Woodruff during 
this time of transition. 
    Negotiations for the sale of the Retreat to the 
YMCA were concluded, and there was a 
congregational meeting to approve the final contract 
on March 14 after a potluck lunch which followed 
morning worship.  The vote to approve the sale was 
unanimous. 
    We were saddened to learn of the death of 
Margaret Giltner in Lodi, CA.  Margaret faithfully 
served our church and Hargis Christian Retreat for 
many years as she worked alongside Dr. Tom Giltner, 
minister (1960-1971) and then Administrator of 
Hargis.  A memorial service and reception were held 
at church on March 22 following the graveside service 
at Elmwood. 
    Easter sunrise service was held at the Retreat as 
usual, but breakfast was served at church at 9:00.  
Everyone was asked to bring muffins to share.  This 
fellowship hour took the place of Sunday School 
classes and was followed by a beautiful Easter 
worship service in the sanctuary.  On April 18 the 
Cornerstone Memorial Garden was dedicated in 
memory of Barbara Jones Lauderdale.  Funds given 
in memory of Fred Sikes were also used to begin this 
project.  Many members helped with the vision, 
planning and financing of the memorial.  It contains 
the cornerstones of our churches constructed in 1903, 
1924, 1954 and 1981.  It was fitting that the 
Cornerstone Garden was completed and dedicated in 
our 125th anniversary year. 
    Rosamond Black became our organist/music 
director in May.  She had a degree in elementary 
education and a masters in music education.  Beth 
Thomason, one of our Priscillas, graduated from 
seminary and was ordained at our church on May 23.  
She, Tim and Celia were moving to Huntsville where 
Beth would serve as youth minister at Huntsville FCC. 

    The CWF sponsored a church-wide garage sale 

on June 5.  The next day an Andros Awareness 

luncheon was held following worship, a fund-raiser 

for the Andros Mission.  The program included a 

video presentation and personal remembrances of 

past mission trips. 


