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HOMECOMING 
Sunday, October 2 

 On Sunday, October 2, we will have a 
Homecoming Sunday.  Invite friends living in 
Birmingham who once attended First Christian to 
come back to renew friendships and celebrate 
precious memories. 
 The service will be led by Edd.  Edd will share 
the last in his three-week sermon series titled 
“Spiritual Reflections on Mud”.  October 2, is World 
Communion Sunday, and we will celebrate this 
moment of communion with Christians around the 
world. 
   Following the service, Fellowship Mission is 
providing a great dinner of turkey and trimmings,  
   The cost for the meal will be $7 for adults, $3 for 
children 5-10 years old, and children under 5 are free.  
Please make your reservations on the envelopes in 
the pews.  
     So invite someone you know that has attended 
First Christian in the past. Come and celebrate 
Homecoming and our 137th  year of sharing the Lord 
with Birmingham. 
 Our special Reconciliation Offering will be 
received September 25 and October 2.  This offering 
is used to fund our church’s mission to become a pro-
reconciling/anti-racist church through experiential 
education, inclusive worship and intentional dialogue 
across difference.   

 

Transitional Worship for “Graduates” 
Several of our children will be “graduating” from 
Children's Worship and Wonder this fall.  We are 
very proud of these children and want to offer all the 
support we can as they continue to grow in their 
Christian faith. On September 25 and October 9, they 
are invited to attend a special worship called 
“Transitional Worship”.   This will be a time for them to 
learn about the worship that takes place in the 
sanctuary.  Some things are done the same as in 
Children's Worship and Wonder, and some things are 
different.  Transitional Worship will help them get 
ready for the differences.  They will learn how to use 
the hymnal and pew Bible and how to follow the 
bulletin.  They will talk about things they can do to 
help listen closely to the sermons. They will share 
communion, which is much like the feast in Worship 
and Wonder. Thanks to Bud and Georgia Flora, who 
will be leading in this special worship experience.   
 

SERMON SERIES BEGINNING  
Sunday, September 18 

Beginning on Sunday, September 18, Edd will begin a 
three-week sermon series “Reflections on a Mountain 
Top Experience”.  Please invite your family and 
friends to come and hear about his adventure.  
 

 

SUNDAY’S ATTENDANCE 
WORSHIP SERVICE     135 
SUNDAY SCHOOL     73 

 

PARENTS/GRANDPARENTS MEETING 
FOR YOUTH GROUPS 

Sunday, September 18  at 5:30 pm 
 How well do you know your child(ren), 
teenager(s), or grandchildren?  And how well do you 
think that they know you?   We are planning an 
evening of fun and games as the adults match up with 
their children.  You are guaranteed to have a good 
laugh as we discover just how much we all know 
about each other.  We will also do some non- 
threatening competition games. So plan on attending 
this night of family fun.   
 At this meeting we will also invite and 
encourage parents/grandparents to bring the updated 
information for our health forms and permission slips. 
The adults will also have an opportunity to pay in 
advance for the children's snack suppers as well as 
sign up to prepare one. Plan now to attend and 
remember to bring your child's updated information 
and your check book. See you there! 
 

SNACK SUPPERS 
 As an important part of our Sunday evening 
youth programs, we offer a simple snack supper for 
only $2.00.  If you are a parent, grandparent,  a 
member or friend of this church, we invite you to help 
us by preparing a simple meal for our children, young 
people and their sponsors. Just call or see Conlee 
Alderson, our snack supper coordinator, and tell her 
when you would like to prepare a meal.   
 The good news is that the kids love just about 
anything and you will also be reimbursed. All you 
have to do is to keep your receipts and turn them in at 
the office.  
 Parents/grandparents, in an effort to help you, 
we are encouraging you to pay for your child(ren's) 
snack supper in advance. It helps you not  have to 
scrounge around for the right amount of money on 
Sunday afternoon right before youth groups. It will 
also save you money . If you pay in advance, you will 
save $12.50 per child. It will also be a help to the 
sponsors, as we do not always have change.  
 Please consider paying in advance and 
bringing your checkbook to our parent's meeting on 
September 18 at 5:30 pm in the Farkas room along 
with updated information concerning heath forms. 
 Snack suppers: For those who pay in advance 
for one year ( 25 meals @ $2.50) will save the cost of 
5 snack suppers. 
 1 child = $50.00; 2 children = $100.00;  
 3 children = $150.00; 4 children = $200.00. 
Checks may be made out to First Christian Church for 
snack suppers. 
 

 
 
If you 're grateful for your soulmate, who 
understands everything that you're going 
through, put something in your Blessing 

       Box. 
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Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, September 18 

9:00  Sunday School  
9:45-10:15 Fellowship Moment 
10:15   Worship Service –  
  Edd's back in the pulpit! 
10:30  Worship & Wonder 
1:30  Bell Choir Practice 
5:30  Youth Group Begins 
6:15  Snack Supper 

Monday - Thursday 
9:30 – 1:30  The Adventure Nook Preschool 

Monday, September 19 
7:00   Men's Bible Study 
10:00  Staff Meeting 
5:30   Worship Mission 
6:30   Mission Council 

Tuesday, September 20 
9:45  The Adventure Nook Chapel 
10:00  Women's Bible Study 
7:00  Elder Gathering 

Wednesday, September 21 
6:30  Choir Practice 
  Thursday, September 22 
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 
7:00  Women’s Bible Study 

Saturday, September 24 
Jeanene Flora & Michael Goldman 

Wedding  
GRACE NOTES  

 
• Please pray for Carole Rudd, Carol Dutt, 

Thomas Barnett, Pat Deaton, and Linda 
Cullum. 

• Barry and I would like to thank our church 
family for the love and support you gave to us 
during Marquita's illness and recent death. 
Thank you to Marian Moon and Jenny West 
for the beautiful flower arrangements for 
Marquita's memorial service.  Thank you to 
Buzz DeVore for the outstanding job he did 
with the reception. Thank you to Aneda 
Chandler for her solo of “In This Very Room”. 
Thank you to everyone who participated in so 
many ways to make the celebration of her life 
so special.  We were all so blessed to have 
had Marquita in our lives. We thank God for 
First Christian Church. We thank Mary Pat 
and Edd for all of their help and support during 
this very difficult time .  God bless each and 
every one of you.   

       Susan and Barry Storer 
 
 

“THE DISCIPLES”   
Sunday, September  18th  

Teaching Values 
Proverbs 15: 21-33 
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CHURCH HISTORY CONTINUED 
 We observed Laity Sunday the third week of 
February, 2003, with Kathey Long and Bill Conwell 
bringing the two morning messages during worship.  
In March, our nation was once again at war in Iraq. In 
April, Ted and Vickie Firch submitted their 
resignations to be effective June 22. After five years 
of ministry with us, they felt called to return to 
California. Ted had accepted a call to serve as pastor 
of First Christian Church in Sacramento, CA, and 
Vickie planned to work outside of ministry for a time. 
Unsettled world conditions, their aging parents and 
other issues made them feel the need to be closer to 
their families on the west coast. Ross Lange agreed 
to chair the Pastoral Search Committee with Beverly 
Baxter to serve as committee vice - chair. A reception 
honoring the Firch family was planned to follow 
worship on their last Sunday. 
 Hargis Retreat was the site of another 
successful Camp High Hopes in June with 23 of our 
members giving of their time to create a happy 
experience for the campers. Jim Langley, Director, 
had always given so much of his time and talent to 
make sure that this special weekend was filled with 
fun and high hopes. Later in June, 16 of our high 
school youth, accompanied by their leaders and both 
pastors, went to Barranquitas in Puerto Rico to lead a 
Vacation Bible School at Palmaritos Christian Church. 
This was their long awaited Mission 2003 trip. Pastors 
Ted and Vickie Firch, Edith Carreras, Sharon 
Freeman and Hugh Henderson led the Puerto Rico 
Mission. 
 Our congregation was blessed to have the 
Rev. George Wagner and his wife Jo begin an interim 
ministry with us on June 29. George had served the 
Madison Christian Church and an interim ministry at 
Montgomery First Christian. He had also served 
churches in Ohio, Kentucky, Louisiana and 
Mississippi. 
 In July nine members of our church left on the 
annual mission trip to Andros Island to provide a 
Vacation Bible School experience for the island 
children. Later in July young adults from our church 
joined others from the region for a summer retreat 
and mission weekend at Hargis. They spent Saturday 
working on a Habitat for Humanity work site. 
 The Pastoral Search Committee distributed 
surveys to the congregation in preparation for 
listening conferences that were held on August 17 
and 24 from 9:00 to 9:45 a.m. These surveys gave 
members a chance to share their thoughts on the 
future mission of our church.  
 Jan Watts, our choir director for the past five 
years, answered God's call to ministry and entered 
Beeson Divinity School at Samford University in the 
fall. 

CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 
Sunday, September  18th  
Paul's Letter to Timothy 

 2 Timothy 1-4 
 
 



2011 RECONCILIATION OFFERING 
The Reconciliation Ministry Offering is used to fund 
our church’s mission to become a pro-reconciling/ 
anti-racist church through experiential education, 
inclusive worship and intentional dialogue across 
difference.  Our special Reconciliation Offerings will 
be received September 25 and October 2.   Funds 
also provide grants for Young Adult Camps, training 
programs for leadership, development, small group 
study and community building.  Our goal is $2000. 


