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A PRAYER FROM YOUR PASTORS 
 We are blessed to be your pastors and to 
serve First Christian Church on her 137th Anniversary.  
May the following prayer be helpful as we celebrate 
the blessings of being a family at First Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ). 
 O God, we thank You for this Holy place we 
call First Christian Church.  We thank You for this 
church where we can lay down our mistakes, sins and 
shortcomings and receive Your power of forgiveness 
and renewal.  We thank You for this church where we 
gain perspective on our lives and the things that 
trouble us.  We thank You for this church as a place 
to exchange our weakness for Your strength, our 
apathy for Your passionate concern for all, our fear for 
Your courage, and our selfishness for Your sacrificial 
love.  We thank You that this church bears witness to 
the world of Your power and grace.  We thank You 
that in this church lives are transformed, relationships 
are healed and hearts are lifted. 
 We thank You for all the blessings You have 
shared with this church.  We thank You for leaders 
who make difficult decisions and guide the direction of 
this church.  We thank You for teachers who enable 
us to think about our experience of grace.  We thank 
You for choir members and musicians who lift our 
souls with music.  We thank You for the ministries of 
this church that reaches out to those who suffer and 
shares Your love with the world.  We thank You for 
those who contribute money to the church to keep its 
activities going. 
 For all the wonderful blessings of First 
Christian Church we are grateful.   
  In Christ name,  Amen. 
 

HOMECOMING CELEBRATION  
Sunday, October 2 

 This Sunday we will celebrate the 137 years 
of serving the Lord with Birmingham and the world. 
The service will include recognition of all the members 
by highlighting the decade in which they joined the 
church. 
 Also since it is World Communion Sunday, we 
will walk forward to the table to receive the Lord's 
Supper.  The Elders will serve us through intinction.  
 Following the worship service the Fellowship 
mission is providing a great Homecoming dinner.  It 
will be turkey and dressing, sweet potato casserole, 
green beans, and all the trimmings of Thanksgiving. 
 The cost of the meal will be $7.00 for adults, 
$3.00 for children 5 – 10 years old, and children under 
5 are free.  Please call the church office by noon on 
Thursday to make your reservations. 
 Invite someone you know that has attended 
First Christian in the past.  Encourage them to come 
to worship and stay for dinner as we celebrate 
precious memories.  Come and celebrate 137 years 
of ministry! 

 
 
 
 

ABOUT THE DISCIPLES 
 This Sunday we are going to celebrate 137 
years of ministry in the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). 
 The following information lifts up who we are 
as Disciples. 

The Mission of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ)  

To be and to share the Good News of Jesus Christ, 
witnessing, loving and serving from our doorsteps “to 

the ends of the earth”. 
 

The Statement of Identity  
of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 
 We are Disciples of Christ, a moment of 
wholeness in a fragmented world. 
 As part of the one body of Christ, we welcome 
all to the Lord's Table as God has welcomed us. 
  

The Vision of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 

 To be a faithful, growing church, that 
demonstrates true community, deep Christian 
spirituality and a passion for justice. 

The Confession of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 

 As members of the Christian Church, we 
confess that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living 
God, and proclaim Him Lord and Savior of the world. 
  

 
PASTOR'S CLASS 

All children, youth, and adults who want to be 
baptized are welcome to join the Pastor's Class.  In 
the class participants will discuss the meaning of 
baptism, communion, the life of Jesus, the love of 
God, and the joy of serving in the church.  The class 
will be led by Edd and will meet every Sunday at 4:00 
pm.  The first class will be October 2 at 4:00 pm and 
will meet in the library.  Baptism will be on Christmas 
Sunday, December 25.  Contact Edd if you are 
interested in taking the class. 
 

SENIOR ADULT RETREAT 
The Senior Adult Retreat for 2011 will be at Rolling 
Hills Camp at Calera, AL, November 3 – 4.  Rev. Jim 
Powell, former president of Church Extension, will 
lead us as we examine the theme “The Gift of Years: 
Growing Older Gracefully” by Joan. D. Chittister, prior 
to the retreat.  This book is available at our local 
bookstores.  Motel-type rooms at Rolling Hills are 
available on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Registration forms are available in the narthex.   
 

 

BLESSING BOX 
If you are glad that we have electrical 
power to make our lives easier, unlike not 
too many years ago, put something      

       in your Blessing Box this week. 
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Life In Our Community This Week 
Sunday, October 2 

Homecoming & World Communion Sunday 
9:00  Sunday School  
9:45-10:15 Fellowship Moment  
10:15   Worship Service  
11:30  Homecoming Dinner 
10:30  Worship & Wonder 
4:00  Pastor's Class 
5:00  Youth Group  
5:00   Praise Kids 
6:15  Snack Supper 

Monday - Thursday 
9:30 – 1:30  The Adventure Nook Preschool 

Monday, October 3 
7:00   Men's Bible Study 
10:00  Staff Meeting 

Tuesday, October 4 
9:45  The Adventure Nook Chapel 
10:00  Women's Bible Study 
6:30  Mission Council 

Wednesday, October 5 
6:30  Choir Practice 
7:30  Cantata Practice 
  Thursday, October 6 
7:00  Advocates Bible Study 
7:00  Women’s Bible Study 

 
GRACE NOTES  

• Congratulations to Jeanene Flora and Michael 
Goldman who were married in the Sanctuary 
on September 24. 

• Our prayers are with the Burttram family in the 
loss of Sandy Burttram. 

• Our sympathy is expressed to the family of 
Rev. Lewis George who passed away 
September 17.  Lewis is a Timothy of First 
Christian Church. 

• Our heartfelt thanks go out to our church 
family for the love and concern that has been 
shown to us during our recent loss. We feel so 
richly blessed to be a part of a church family 
who loves in such a special way.In Christian 
love, Bruce and Marian Moon. 

• Regena Varvoutis won seven Blue Ribbons 
for her knitting at the Shelby County Fair.   

• The choir would like to invite anyone who 
enjoys singing to join us this year for our 
Christmas Cantata which will be on December 
11. Rehearsals will be on Wednesday 
evening's  at  7:30 pm in the choir room.  This 
is always a wonderful time of spiritual renewal 
and fellowship for us as a choir.   

 

“THE DISCIPLES”   
Sunday, October 2nd  

An Ordered Life 
Proverbs 29: 16-27 
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CHURCH HISTORY CONTINUED 
 Gary Keefer, a senior at Birmingham-
Southern College, served as assistant to George 
Wagner from February through May, helping with 
children and youth ministries. He entered Officer 
Candidate School for the Marines in June. Gary 
brought the message on his last Sunday, Pentecost, 
May 30. Jo and George Wagner accepted a call to 
interim ministry at FCC, Shelbyville, TN, beginning 
July 1, 2004. We looked forward to August 1 when 
Edd and Mary Pat Spencer would begin their ministry 
with us. 
 About 30 dedicated volunteers served as 
counselors at another successful Camp High Hopes. 
Highlights were the Christian Motorcycle Association 
members who gave the campers rides on their bikes 
and the great band that entertained them on Saturday 
night. 
 The ladies of the church prepared favorite 
recipes for a fundraiser in June. These were served in 
small portions for a tasting tea, and the admission 
price included a cookbook of the recipes. The ladies 
enjoyed grazing their way through all of the delicious 
food. Jean Nicholson won a prize for her curried 
chicken salad. CWF raised over $500 for outreach 
and small repairs around the church. 
 A reception was held for Jo and George 
Wagner on their last Sunday with us. This was also 
the 40th anniversary of George's ordination into 
ministry. We were blessed by their year of ministry at 
FCC. 
 We may have been between ministers in July, 
but it was a very special month, and we felt the Holy 
Spirit moving through our church. This Spirit was 
evident on July 4 in the testimonies shared by 
members of the congregation and through the gift of 
beautiful music. On the second Sunday of the month 
we were blessed by the presence of Lesleigh Baxter 
Carmichael who came home to share her gift of 
ministry with us.  
 Minister of Music, Jan Watts, shared her 
thoughts with us the third Sunday, and Carl Flock 
brought a very special message on the last Sunday of 
the month. We were fortunate to have Jan's 
leadership during this time of transition. In her articles 
for the Visitor, Jan wrote that it was a joy to be part of 
a congregation that had such a strong sense of 
connection with each other, that opened its arms and 
hearts to everyone who walked through the door, that 
knew how to give of itself and how to follow Jesus' 
teachings. We had grown in faith during this last year 
and looked forward to this new journey with Edd and 
Mary Pat. 

CHRISTIAN COMRADES SUNDAY LESSON 
Sunday, September  25th  

Paul's Letter to Titus 
 Titus 1 -3 

 
SUNDAY’S ATTENDANCE 

WORSHIP SERVICE    148 
SUNDAY SCHOOL           73 


