
 

Sermon Notes 

Series: Against the Current Sermon: The Power of Stories 
 

Mark 4:10-12 
 

When [Jesus] was alone, those who were around him along with the twelve asked him 
about the parables. And he said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the king-
dom of God, but for those outside, everything comes in parables; in order that ‘they may 
indeed look, but not perceive, and may indeed listen, but not understand; so that they 
may not turn again and be forgiven.’” 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

Monday: Read Luke 15:11-32  

Of all the parables of grace in the gospels, this is one of our favorites because it reminds 
us that grace is never simple, never easy, and always messy.  It’s not so black and white as 
“I once was lost, but now I’m found,” for the prodigal returns, but not exactly because of 
a change of heart; there’s a great party, but not everyone will come.  The only thing crys-
tal clear in this story is the father – the father who goes out to meet his children; the fa-
ther who wants nothing more than for the family to be together; the father who will pay 
any price to make it happen.  Jesus shows that God is the one who seeks out the 
lost:  lost sheep, lost coins, lost sons who leave home, and lost sons who won’t come 
home.  God is not content just to wait for us to get our act together, but instead goes 
out to find us and love us and brings us home.  When have you experienced “being 
found” by God?  What is grace to you?  How do you experience grace most often in your 
own life?  How might you explain grace to someone who has never experienced God? 
 

Prayer: Gracious God, open my heart to your amazing grace. 



Tuesday: Read Matthew 22:1-14 
Jesus says that the Kingdom is like a party that the in-crowd avoids, so the king giving the par-
ty invites any and every one behind the velvet rope – prostitutes and tax collectors, drunks 
and fools, farmers and school teachers, the bad and the good – all are welcome at this great 
banquet, the party of the century.  That’s how the Kingdom works, and how we hope our 
churches work.  But Jesus says the Kingdom is also like a man who was found without a wed-
ding robe, and he was bound hand and foot, and thrown into the darkness.  The punishment 
seems a little harsh for this particular crime, doesn’t it?  Isn’t it enough just to show up – just 
to be present?  When it comes to the Kingdom, it seems as if Jesus is saying, “No, just showing 
up isn’t enough.”  The door is open to anyone.  All are welcome, and all are invited.  But once 
you are here, you are expected to do things a certain way.  Jesus doesn’t just invite us to a par-
ty, but to a certain way of life, to intentional practice, to radical discipleship.  There are expec-
tations for the followers of Jesus, and they go beyond just showing up from time to time.  Je-
sus is calling us to something more.  What next step do you feel Jesus is asking you to take in 
your faith and life?  What “new garment” do you need to put on? 
 

Prayer: Help me, Lord Jesus, to offer you my life. 
 

Wednesday: Read Luke 18:9-14 
This is a parable that isn’t really trying to tell us what to do; there isn’t really a “go and do 
likewise” in this story, beyond a simple call to humility.  No one should read this story and say, 
“I should be like the Pharisee,” or “I should be like the tax collector,” or perhaps worse, “I 
should be really rotten for a while and then ask for God’s mercy,” because this parable isn’t 
about us.  This is a parable about God – Jesus is telling us that this is what God’s grace is like, 
this is what God’s love is like, this is what God’s forgiveness is like.  This story is a reminder 
that grace is always a gift, not something we can earn or achieve.  What makes that so hard for 
us to hear?  How does this story challenge some of our assumptions about God?  When has it 
been difficult for you to accept God’s forgiveness of someone else?  When has it been difficult 
to accept God’s forgiveness of you? 
 

Prayer: Help us, O God, in response to the gift of your grace, to offer your love without limits or condi-
tions.     
 

Thursday: Read Luke 10:25-37 
Imagine yourself robbed at gunpoint, beaten, left for dead on the side of the road.  It’s not 
your minister who comes to help.  It’s not your teacher.  It’s not your friend or your boss or 
the person who lives across street.  It’s the person you hate most in the world.  It’s the person 

you are most afraid of.  A gang member?  A Klansman?  A terrorist?   You get the idea, and the 
emotions you feel about those kinds of people are the same emotions Jesus’ Jewish listeners 
felt about Samaritans.  There’s nothing wrong with being nice, neighborly, and helping some-
one out, but that’s just not what the parable is about.  The lawyer knows all the right answers: 
love God, love neighbor.  But he also wants to know the lowest common denominator: What’s 
the least I can do?  Who can I exclude?  Where are the lines?  How far do I have to go?  So Je-
sus answers him with a different question: “Who acted like a neighbor to the person like 
you?”  And the lawyer can’t even bring himself to say “Samaritan.”  Instead, he just says, “It was 
the one who showed mercy.”  This is not a story about being nice and helping out a little; it is a 
story about all the lines that we draw – lines that are so important to us, and so invisible to 
God.  What are some of the lines that Jesus has called – or is now calling – you to cross?  Who 
are the Samaritans in our world, and how might you offer mercy to them? 
 

Prayer: Help me, O God, to love my neighbors, no matter how many lines I must cross. 
 

Friday: Read Matthew 20:1-16 
Most of us who heard this story are a little less than satisfied with how it turns out.  Our voic-
es rise together to say, “It’s not fair!”  Of course, isn’t it strange that we all see ourselves as the 
workers who were picked first?  As the ones who spent all day in the field?  As the worthy few 
who received the very short end of the stick?  What if we’re all a little like Columbus 
“discovering” the New World, only to find out that there were plenty of people already here, 
and that this world isn’t any newer than anywhere else  What if, in God’s reckoning, we’re the 
last to show up, those who worked the least, those just lucky enough to have heard the invita-
tion to come and work before the end of the day?  Whether we’re first in the line, last in the 
line, or smack dab in the middle, it doesn’t really matter.  We’re all called to the harvest, and 
we’re all rewarded — more richly than we could ever deserve. 
 

Prayer: Teach us, O Lord, how to be grateful and gracious. 
 

Saturday: Read Matthew 13:31-32 
The parable of the mustard seed reminds us that when it comes to God’s Kingdom, the possi-
bilities are more than we can ever imagine.  God can do so much with so little.  How can you 
start to see the world through the lens of God’s possibilities?  What do you think God’s king-
dom looks like?  What kind of God-sized vision are you starting to discern in your life, and for 
our church? 
 

Prayer: God of infinite possibilities, help us to trust more in your vision than our own. 


